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Dzear Grandad,

re the 250 law. At the end of the 70°'s the main group influsncing
the Vic. Bovi. was the Federation of Australiszn Motoroyclists (FAM Vig.), noz
defunct. They were wimps and public servents to boot. Their ettitude was that
you would not gat the Bovi. to put money into rider training so the capacity
restriction wes what they considered a compromiss.

I did not feel thait way. Tha Govi®s official line wes "rider training is not
cost effective®. The MAA put pressure on the Govk. through ths mediz and P
MPfs and eventually Forcasd them to reverse thsir policy anhd, as you know,
introducs training. However, the 250 law wes introduced enyway. In 1979 I
think.

The Govt. claims it haes worked but I belisve that the introduckion of train-
ing and the enormous amount of publicity over the last 8 yvears (Toy Runs gtc. )
has made riders mors awere of bike safety and drivers more sware of bikes.

There iz now a major review undorwey in Canberra of all capacity restrictions
throughout the country. Hal Caston dis hendling it and I would suguast you
write to him et P.0. Box 34, Higgins, ACT. 2515,

I think I should set ths record streight too, I resigned at the end of ¢85
as President. I fried to give the MAA a more proffessional imege, a bebiar
magazing and improved operations. I put my own mohey in end worked G days a
wgalk in the shop for 2 ysars with no pay. I bagged Tony, and others to halp
m2 by being réliable and by doing what his President asked of him. Hs refused
and bazgan to attack. Hz sald on many occoasions that he would ses ms out of
motorcyscle politics and the MAA Bhop, which I had morigeaged my homa to set
upe I said I could not continue es President without any backup from my
committes. I was working 80 hows a wesk ond going benlaupt.

Stories were spread that I had hed a bresk down, had burnt out. I was cornad
into training one essistent to do insurance. Like a fool I belisved my so
called frisnds end brought one Ben Hardiman into MRA Motoreycle Insurcncs.
Within 8 wesks ha and Tony had applisd for and got an egency and glthough I
still own the business nama I have bsen blackballed from the Shop so thay now
hanefit from the business T toolk 4 ysers to build up. T am broke and will
probebly loss everyihing.

Thaey than set about chenging the constitution snd turning the Vie. Brench into
a glorified towring club. You will have noticad the drop in guality in "0pen
Rode” from a megazine to a newsletter. They do not went the responsibility of
golng full time and rumning a mro. orgenization. I em still working for motore
cycling but not with backstabbers. I still belisve in the origingl =sims of the
Associetion.
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These basterds lst the Howgua go domn the drain after 7 years because they wers too
lazy to get into the scrub and find a new site as I did a few yeers back. I askad
them to press relsase that it was off so guys like you would know not to book

your holidays around a non existant rally but Tony just kept saying that he would
see that it was put on. Bullshit. Just like he is now saying there will be one
next ysars The reasons given in Open Rods are crep. In the end I put out the prass
release myself.

They even lost the City Square for the Toy Rdn after 8 years. They were too slack
to put in the booking and too patyy to take my advice on an svent that I have
run for nsarly a decade. When I found out that Tony had done fuck all to save it
I popped my cork and went shead without the fuckers. Toy Run '86, Melbourne's
9th is being run by MRA Promotions and will happen on December 13th.

Please dont be too hard on Hal re the Pilbarra visit. He had to cover Perth to
Cairns with 52 stops and 96 media intervisws and meetings with a Minister for
Transport and saveral Mayors in just 31 days. Some of the Branches and Registers
startéd organising media events as soon as the word of the trip got out and they
were locked into set dates and times. Tha Pilbarra woyld have taken a minimum
of 2 days and possibly moars.

I know Hal regretted missing you guys but it was unavoidabls. I know he regrats
even more losing a Register bescause of it. But after whats happened to me
nothing surprises me anymore.

Congratulations on your engsgement. I look forwerd to sesing you both when you
are over., That is if I can manage to hang on financially till then. I may
have to sell up. If they farce me to that I will probably hit the road.

Ride safe,
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