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The Motorcycle Riders Assoc. of Australia Inc. Tel. 03 663 2164. Fax 03 563 5248.

MRAA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION, RENFWAIL OR STOCK ORPER FORM

Number

Video. Toy Runs Melboume 1978 - "92. 35 mins. $30 each................. L T Payment

TeeShirts. Black or White. Size.................. $20 each.......coocoenee. L T method.

Windcheaters. Black or White. Size............ $40 each....ocunnen.... L

MRAA Cloth Patch. $8 each........occcceeence $urerrenns Money order [Q

MRAA Metal Badge. $8.each.....ccceveereinnes LS Cheque -

Post and handiing. % 4.00.....

New members,  Single $30, Family $40_.. ..., Brereernerans Bankeard B

Renewals, Single $20, Family $30.............cccoccoiiimiiniieneens L S i
Total Visa @
L J— Mastercard .

Please make cheque o_ut to: MRA Ausfralia. Account No.
Send to: MRA Australia Inc.,GPO Box 1933R. Melbourne.,
/3001, Fax: 03-563 5248. Tel: 03-663 2164. B R R R

MRAA Calendar for August / September.

11th August / 10 September. WSR Video night. 03-311 8256

16th August / 13 September. MRAA Kickstart. Exclusively L & P plate riders. Meets at the Anchor
& Hope (481 Church st, Richmond). 8pm on the second tuesday each month. Visitors welcome.

18th August / 15 September. Women riders and Pillions. (\WRAP). Meets at the Anchor and

Hope (481 Church st, Richmond). Second thursday each month, great Bistro from 6pm, meeting
at 7.30pm. Ali welcome.

23rd August. Western Suburbs Riders. (WSR). Annual general meeting. 03-311 8256.

IMRAA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

Sunday 7th August 1994. 2PM.
. '"The N.M.C Shop,. 380 Elizabeth St., Melbourne. 03-663 2164.

AAA 265 21.4 soc. Preamium




MRAA MOVES BACK
TO THE CITY.

he Association has moved inlg
premises in Elizabeth St, Mci-

bourne, ending an absence of ten
years. Members and non members alike
can now call into the Shop at 380, to
chat, or conduct business in person. A
heck of an improvement on the old sys-
tem of telephoning to be greeted, in the
majority of cases, by an answering ma-
chine, T personally hate the damn things
and don’t blame anybody who hangs up
in disgust.

This years Annual General
Meeting will be held at the new
premises, so try to make it along to check
it out. If you want to sit, bring your own
chair. Visitors welcome.

The lease has been financed and
signed by Damien Codognotto’'s com-
pany, NMC Motorcycle Insurance. The
new headguarters will be run as a busi-
ness, not a clubhouse. Renting the
floorspace from NMC means greater
benefits for MRAA members if it suc-
ceeds and protection from financial loss
should it fail,

The shop will offer an increas-
ing range of merchandise and services.
The NMC will continue to offer insur-
ance policies and advice and will develop
tourism products.

There are plans to buy/swap/scll

MRAA Marshalls, pictured with
Bethesda's Executive Direcior,
Lieut-Colonel Warren Golding of the
Salvation Army, together with Head
Infury Victim Justin Welsh and
Professional Cyclist Matthew

club and rally badges. Damien is keen to
hear from collectors and clubs with sur-
pluses. He said, “This place gives us the
profile we need to really acheive for the
Motorcycle community across Australia,
With proper management it will give us
the political muscle and finances we need
to get right into the fight for riders
rights”.

L to R : Dave Dorman, Brett, John Whitelaw and Lisa Dorman.
Breakfast at the Arab Cafe, Lorne on Victoria's Great Qcean

Road.

Dave and John run PraCyele in Geelong.

77 Mercer st. Ph. 052 23 2732.

R.A A Marshall's recently re-

sponded to a call from the man;-

agement of Bethesda Hospital 1i
Richmond for help in publicizing it's
new Head Injury program, an ambitions
program designed to rehabilitate victims
to a level beyond that normally at-
tempted.

Five Marshalis arranged time
off from their respective workplaces on
Friday, 27th of May to join twenty or so
Cyclists on a ride through the streets of
Richmond at lunchtime,

The Cyclists were members of
the Hospiial's Re-hab staff, and were
joined by a Professional Cyclist.

Although meant to be part of
the procession, it became obvious eaily
in the ride that Motorcycle Marshalling
would be needed to get the column of
Cyclists safely through the traffic. Thigs
is what we do best, and the column ar-
rived back at the Hospital grounds with
no more drama than a bit of verbal from
a few snarly motorists.

The usual speeches and a photo
session ended the event and, with jaws
aching from smiling for the Camera,
riders either dispersed back to their vari-
ous workplaces or decided to start the
weckend a couple of hours early. A letter
of thanks from Warren Golding of the
Salvation Army (which runs the Hospi-
tal) was received a couple of days later.

Thanks again to Marshall's -
Stephen Lang, Ken Wurster, Andrew
Cooper and Peter Charles.




FOOTPATH PARKING
- THE BATTLE GETS

. SERIOUS.

4

%

i RAA headquarters in Melbourne
has had an extraordinary number
of calls from riders across Victoria
who have been booked for parking their
bikes on footpaths.

In the whole of 1993 we had only
one compiaint from a rider who felt he was
unfairly fined. In one week earlier in 1994
we had four, from Springvale, Ringwood
and Ballarat.

The Association beleives most
riders are well aware of the responsibilities
that go with the right to park a motorcycie
on the footpath in Victoria and a walk
around the City streets see's few examples

_of bikes parked in a hazardous or obstruct-

1g manner.

It acknowledges there have been
some problems, but has been in consulta-
tion with the City of Melbourne, the Victo-
ria Police and Vicroads over these issues.
The MRAA has had 3 meetings with City
of Melbourne officials already in 1994,

But recently City Engineer, Tim
Rees, has gone public giving misleading
information to the daily press. At the same
time other councils seem to have told their
parking officers to crack down. At the
same time letters to the editors of the daily
press by “concemed citizens” are, suspi-
ciously, increasing and being given
prominence

“I don’t reckon it's a coinci-
dence” said MRAA. President Damicn
Codognotto, “They could’ n bamboozle us
with beauracracy so now they think they
can intimidate us into accepting a total
ban”,

The law allowing you to park on
the footpath is a state law, and the City of
Melbourne can only have it removed by
convincing the State Government to re-
voke it. That, of course, means that it dis-
appears statewide. We're not just fighting
for the Central Business District here.

The law as it stands is a major
convenience for riders and motorists
alike, by encouraging riders to bring their
bikes to the City it cuts traffic congestion,
and it's attendant environmenial prob-
lems, at the same time freeing up on~road
parking for the use of cars. Can you just
imagine the hostility when motorists ar-
rive in the City on the first day of a ban
and find all their usual spots taken by Mo-
torcycles. Any subsequent lobbying by the
car driving organisations could see us re-
stricted to designated Motorcycle parking
areas only. It could change from a distinct
advantage to ride your bike to the City, fo
become a major hindrance, encouraging
you to use the car instead.

A second aspect of the footpath
parking issue is that it conld be introduced
to the other States by means of the upcom-
ing National Road Code being formulated
in Canberra, and that is exactly what
MRAA is currently lobbying for. There is
resistance to the idea from the various
State Transport Ministers and it's obvious
that it would be very much more difficult

By HARLEY PEOPLE
For HARLEY PEOPLE

" Yes. You can now have Australia’s best bike mag delivered right to your door. Just fill out the Heavy
Duty subscription coupon below ( aff cheques should be made out fo Be-All Media) and mail fo:
Be-All Media (BAM) P/, PO Box 56, St Kilda, Vic3182.

Yes. | want to read the best bike mag in Austraffa,

| enclose a cheque/money order for;

to acheive if lost in Victoria in the mean-
time,

Don't abuse the right, Riding on
the footpath is illegal and dangerous.
Beaureacrats are using it as an argument
against it's retention. Walk your bike to
it's parking spot and be sure it won't
block or obstruct pedestrians later in the
day. A fine will cost you up to $200 a
time.

POLITICAL BIAS ?

ccusations of political bias by the
b, MRAA have recently been aired in

the daily press. While we don't
wish to respond in any great leagth on
the issue, 1 will briefly put forward the
board's stance on this and other related
issues.

Section 33 of MRAA's current
constitution states - “The Association
may not affiliatc with any political party”.
This same section will be carried forward,
unchanged, into the upgraded constitu-
tion currently being put together.

This provision does not preclude
the “playing off” of one party or beau-
racracy against another, and this is stan-
dard practice for any and all lobby groups
(which is what we are). The present fed-
¢ral government has been in power for 11
years and has, in that time, come up with
‘anti motorcycle’ proposals and legisla-
tion. Qbviously if they had been in oppo-
sition all that time it would be their oppo-
nents who were feeling our wrath.

As stated by our critics, the issuc
of 'lights - on’ is not going to win or lose
an election for anybody. This is stating
the obvious, but it is our job to bring to
the attention of the motorcycling elec-
torate any issues which affect them.
Whether they think the issues are suffi-
ciently important, or a sufficient threat to
our lifestyle, to influence their vote is en-
tirely up to themselves.

Please find enclosed payment for. N . .
{11 year subscription fo Heavy Duty (4 issues) $18 Orchargemy: Visa L I our actions in regard to ADR
7 2 year subscription to Heavy Duty (8 issues) $36 Mastercard | | 19.01 (lights-on) helped to remove the
11 year (NZ) subscription (Aus) $27 Bankcard ] then Minister for Land Transport from
. the post then perhaps his successor and
Card No: i . With §..cccooe o ) e
ard No Card exphy date...... /... future ministers will be more inclined to
! i l l | | 1 | [ l | E ! l I | | | consult before introducing legislation so
blatantly designed to cause legal and in-
Name: (Mr/MrsMs/Miss. surance problems for motorcychst‘s.' .
The MRAA does not go “silent
AAArESS. ceveeeeeeeeirs e on issues, we may lack the resources fo
Postcode....ooororn. follow up on them 1o the extent we wish
SO D&t to, and an issue is not *dead” just because
another group may have given up on it.
HGNAHINS....oooer v

Jim Cutts. MRAA Vice President.




HE my name is Carole

and I've been an advenfurer at heart for &

some years, Backpacking overseas,
staying at Youth Hostels, Skiing, doing
Photography. As a member of
“Melbourne Bicycle Touring Club 1
rcgularly went on day and weekend
cycling trips with a group who were fun
and good company.

The thought of riding
Motorcycles never entered my head, now
they are the passion of my life! If { can't
ride ~ because I'm al work - I'm happiest
when talking Motorcycles, reading about
them or getting to know like minded
people.

It all began when Husband,
Patrick, mentioned he'd like to ride &
Bike again, a surprise as I had nt known
he'd ridden in the past. In fact he'd
owned three different Bikes. My reaction
was “it’s so dangerous”. He let i1 drop for
the moment, a wise man.

Well, the bug bit about ten
months later, we were scated in a
Restaurant overlooking busy Toorak Rd,,
when I saw a very average guy, in his
forties, jump onto a Motor Scooter. He
was wearing only a TrackSuit, Helmet
with visor up and no other protective gear.
1 said, “What about a Motor Scooter?, I
could learn to ride one of those”. My
Husbanrd was quite pleased, 1 think, at the
change of heart. For the rest of the
evening we talked Motorbikes ending
with my being persuaded from a Scoofer
10 a Motorcycle!

Next day, in the City, Y sat on a
Kawasalkd EL250 - and it seemed so big
and daunting - “Oh no, 1 couldn’t ride
one of thesel”

Hubby suggested a 185¢¢ 50 a check in
the “Trading Post” set up a visit, next
morning to see a *79 Suzuld 185cc two
stroke.

What a great little Bike it
locked!, Red and Black with lot's of
chrome and a packrack too - all for $700.
Patrick took it for a run and thought it
would be perfect for me. 1 pillioned
behind him, but it was scarey! Anyway, a
deposit of 310 did the deal, and after a
rush to the City to buy a Helmet each, we
picked it up the next Saturday.

Wow, what excitment! Patrick
rode the little Suzi to a parking lot for my
first try. I was so frightened, would it rear

in favour of a gleaming new GS300E,

Reformed Cyclist Carole , pictured with second love “Virago”, now jilted

up? I just opened the throttle and went
forward ten metres, slowly, Hubby
running alongside to help. Then I
stopped and it was all O.K

Thank's to Patrick’s patience
and good teaching I progressed, soon
whizzing around the Parking area at 50 -
60 kmh,

Five week's later I stumbled on a

five month old “Virago™ 250 with only
200 km on it, at a City dealer. It was a
good buy and more reliable in traffic than
the liftle two stroke. Patrick saw the Bike
he wanted there too, a GSX 400cc Suzuki,
low mileage 1982 model. We did a double
deal and two weeks later sold my Suzuki
through the “Trading Post”. It had been a
wonderful Bike to learn on and I was
sorry to part with it.
I have clocked up 18,000 km on my
Virago so far, in less than a year. The
“Black Spur”, The “Dandenongs”,
“Mount Buller” and the “Great Ocean
Road” being some of my favourite rides.
You meet such nice people too, other
“MotorBikies”. A new strata of society to
mix with, "

Patrick and I rode to Merimbula
on our last holiday, I kept up with him all
the way. What an adventure! Once there
we did day trips up the Sapphire Coast
Road and beyond, enjoying the wonderful
scenery, exhileration of the ride, smells,
wind in our faces and sounds of the
Birds...

Backpacking on Motorcycles!
What fun and a new challenge for us both
to share. It's been a blessing to have this
motivating interest between us.

I did all the VicRoads motorcycle
courses, the” skilled rider” twice, and
secured my license five months afier that

first solo on the little Suzuki. Post license
courses, like the ones I did with
“StayUpright” and Honda Australia .~
(H.AR.T), are a great way to have a lot of ..
fun, meet beaut people and learn the skills
to stay safe on your Motorcycle. I
recominend a Basic maintenance course
too, it enables you to keep your own Bike
in top condition and to have confidence in
it

My next Bike will be a GS
Suzuki S500E - a bit like a cafe racer, it's
only 30 kg heavier than the Virago and
with a more sporty riding position it will
be easier to improve on cornering and
slalom technigues. L¢o, at Preston Bike
Centre is looking after the deal for me.
It's all very exciting, but, at present, it's
on a very slow boat from Japan! it'llbe a
shame to sell the Virago, but T am
looking forward to the new challenge
already,

I'love Motorcycling so much that*.
1 reailly want to become an Instructor at
one of the Schools. I was encouraged by
the Women Riders I met and was tested by
a lady for the “on road” part of the license
test. I know it would be a boost to “up and
coming” Female Riders to see a Woman
who can ride well. That's what I aim to
do.

See you on a ride sometime.

Carole Miles.




