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MRAA Meet & Greet Ride - 13 June, 2004
The Board meets the masses
The MRA Meet and Greet Ride, held on
13th June was well attended.

It was an opportunity for the new board
and the membership to meet and chat,
and the BBQ was enjoyed by all.

Contact the MRAA
MRA Australia headquarters:
5/2 Quist Court
Dandenong South VIC 3164
Telephone: (03) 9699 1811
Fax : (03) 9699 1833
MRAA Board Members

ARE YOU INJURED?
For free legal advice, phone Grace Placencio
MRA Official “Legal Eagle”, Public Officer and
Life Member
Grace has represented injured riders for over 10 years, and
specialises exclusively in Personal Injury law, including:

President:
Brian Beardon (0433 133 327)
Vice President:
DJ McCarthy
Secretary:
Derek Clarkson
Treasurer:
Gavin Stilgoe
Membership Secretary:
Michael Doedee (0411 183 258)
Ordinary Board Members:
Shane Brightman
Sarah Merrill

• Transport Accident Claims
• WorkCover Claims
• Superannuation Claims
• Medical Negligence Claims
• All Other Injury Claims

Other Positions
Road Safety & Research Officer:
Michael Czajka
Newsletter:
Martin Taylor
Toyrun/Blood Challenge Organiser:
Damien Codognotto

GRACE PLACENCIO DAVIES & COMPANY LAWYERS

Events Co-ordinator:
Dale Maggs

Suite 5, Level 5 517 St Kilda Road (opposite The Alfred Hospital)
Melbourne 3004

Email: mraa@mraa.org.au

Phone (03) 9867-7769

Fax: (03) 9867-7750
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Office Hours:
Tuesday 7pm to 9pm
Saturday 10am to 3pm

From the President

Brian Beardon
challenged discriminatory reporting in the media;

I like obstacle courses. They are full of
challenge and you never know what is around
the corner.

started planning the MRA Cranbourne Oz GP Run and the
MRA Toy Run;

Running the MRA has been one big obstacle
course since we took office in February. The
funniest obstacle, in a macabre sort of way,
has been telling people who we are and where
we are from and being told we don’t exist any more. It has
been particularly funny when people working in the media tell
us we don’t exist. It seems that a small group of people with
other agendas are trying hard to undermine the organisation,
keeping the rumour mill in overdrive. They have apparently
been saying that the MRA has been replaced with a new
group.

attended the Australian Motorcycle Council AGM;
undertaken training to improve our effectiveness in
representing riders;
held stands at various events to raise awareness of the
MRA’s work;
cleaned up the member database;
began visiting other clubs around Victoria;
website revamped to host more up-to-date information.
The MRA office phone is now re-directed to board members
on a rotating basis, ensuring that we are always available.

I can assure members, and the media, that the MRA is very
much alive. With an opening up of communication, many
members are putting their hands up to help with various
projects and campaigns. The organisation has a vibrant,
positive energy and a new direction.

Far from ‘not existing’, the MRA is very much alive. We
thank all members for supporting the organisation in the
changeover to a new board and hope you will join us on the
various new projects underway.

The next obstacle were the problems with our email system.
We’ve been working with our ISP to have the problem fixed
and apologise for any inconvenience caused.

Feel free to contact me if there are specific issues you would
like us to address.

Moving House

Next, the opportunity to manage parking at the Formula One
GP, which has been a helpful source of funds for the MRA for
many years, was taken away from us for 2004 when the
contract was returned to the GP Corp.

We take possession of Quixt Court, Dandenong on the 1st of
September. We need to move all our possessions out of Ross
St and into the new premises. Following that, Ross St will
need a good clean out, before we hand the keys back.

Then there has been the case of the missing records, with few
records of recent years at the Ross St office. This has made
life very interesting indeed.

So, if you would like to help us with the move, by all means,
get in touch.

Vale Kirk McCarthy

So these are some of the obstacles. Onto the clear running.
As I said, the new board has a vibrant, positive energy and is
highly motivated. Since taking office, we have:

Australian Superbike Champion, Kirk McCarthy passed away
following a crash at Queensland Raceway on 15th August.

opened up communication with members and other riders;

The Victorian rider, the 1995 Australian Superbike Champion
and World Superbike competitor will be sadly missed.

started re-building relationships with various
organisations, government agencies and clubs, including
interstate bodies, that had been damaged by past actions;

The MRA extends its condolences to the family and friends of
Kirk.

joined the Australian Motorcycle Council, bridging the
gap in having a national advocacy body;
joined the Victorian Motorcycle Council, bridging the gap
between Victorian clubs;
established a number of new, and re-launched former,
working groups to share the workload, utilise members’
expertise, give members ownership of the organisation
and improve our effectiveness. This includes Advocacy,
Events, Communications, IT and 4B’s;
given evidence to a parliamentary inquiry into ‘road rage’;

Toy Run Sponsorship
I have to congratuluate Damien Codognotto’s team, and in
particular, Dale Maggs, one of our most enthusiastic and
hard working volunteers, for securing sponsorship for this
year’s Christmas Toy Run.
Dale went onto 3AW’s Neil Mitchell program and explained
that the Toy Run had no sponsor for this year, and if anyone
was willing to help out that we’d be most grateful.
Attorney-General, Rob Hulls was listening and called in. He
was dismayed to hear this about the Toy Run, and said that it
was a Melbourne institution which has done untold good for
the most needy in our communities. And it would be criminal
to see it fold. So, with that, he announced that the Transport
Accident Commission would be sponsoring the Toy Run for
the next two years to the tune of $50,000!!

held social rides on a fortnightly, rather than monthly,
basis;
proposed a pilot rider learner program to a Melbourne
council;
issued media releases on topics including driver
awareness, the police report and Swann Insurance’s
figures proposed a methodology to police for
investigating motorcycle crashes;
encouraged Swann Insurance to release crash statistics;

And because of Neil Mitchell’s help with this, he’s been
offered a seat in a sidecar for the front of the Toy Run.
Thanks a lot to all concerned; Mr Hulls, Mr. Mitchell, TAC,
Dale and Damien.
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$50 Levy: Preventing Fatalities and Accidents
Preventing accidents that are the fault of car drivers would go
a long way to reducing the motorcycle road toll, but it’s not
easy to do.
One problem is car drivers don’t consider themselves to be
part of the problem.
There are 2 possible approaches:
1) Help riders to avoid drivers (Hazard perception/defensive
riding)
2) Train drivers to avoid motorcyclists (be better drivers)
Riders and drivers are enthusiastic about better training so we
sell them on better training.
The problem with both these approaches is that we can not
agree what skills are desirable, can be taught and how to
teach them. Don’t laugh! We couldn’t get a room full of
motorcyclists to agree on what defensive riding was (most
couldn’t define it) and what hazard perception was: We ended
up with two opposing definitions from 2 rider trainers, and
the discussion got very heated!
Despite this part of the $50 levy has been used to fund
research into hazard perception Nb. The term defensive riding
is considered to be undefined and thus inappropriate to use.
The primary audience for this research is motorcyclists but
anything they find out about riders is probably going to be
applicable to cars. This is a long process so don’t expect
results tomorrow. Expect results in a few years time.
Nonetheless, riders (& many others) are convinced that
defensive riding/driving is trainable and will save lives.
Another use of the $50 levy is to establish why drivers
respond less safety to motorcyclists at intersections compared
to cars. This is preliminary research at this stage... and also
won’t bear fruit for 12 months or more.

Not all projects are $50 levy projects
Some of the reason why some projects aren’t part of the $50
levy expenditure is because we’ve successfully managed to
get other groups to fund these projects. Eg. TAC is funding a
Ride Smart CD along the lines of Drive Smart (an interactive
computer based training product). It’s also going to revamp
the Drive Smart (car version) CD with more motorcycle input
on how to prevent accidents.
Any work that is done on hazard perception will feed into
these training products, so we are leveraging the value of our
$50 funds dramatically.
Similarly, some of the motorcycle specific road repairs we
have undertaken have put the spotlight on yet more road
hazards which Vic Roads has moved to fix out of its existing
budget. This is what happened on the GOR where we put
some $50 levy funds, but couldn’t fix everything. VicRoads
ended up fixing one of our high priority problem spots out of
its budget. Remember that the #1 motorcycle black spot is
#70 in the general black spot program.
Without putting in the $50 levy money in, these black spots
would not have been fixed. Riders would still be having
accidents and dying or getting injured. By spending the
money in these areas we also highlight the lack of
consideration for motorcyclists within the system. That puts

pressure on VicRoads to improve its systems and sets
precedents.
Now, having dealt with the highest priority/simplest items
(roads that kill) we are moving onto harder items, eg.
Unriders.
The initial problem for VMAC was to identify all areas that
needed attention and to prioritise interventions. We’re still in
the process of developing this, although the process is nearing
its end. It allows us to make rational decisions about the
expenditure of the $50 levy.
One of the things we’ve got VicRoads to address is the
VicRoads Motorcycle Safety Strategy. VicRoads is going to
review it with the help of an independent outside consultant.
We get to put our points of view forward, to bulk out the
interventions, include proper justifications and to prioritise
interventions. This is another thing that VicRoads didn’t have
a budget to do.
Despite the fact that VMAC has more than doubled the
number of meetings it is holding it has a long back-log of
issues to address.
One of the problems is that motorcycle members of VMAC
are not paid and we don’t have the resources to speed things
up. Sometimes we take time off work to attend the meetings.
But not all VMAC members can do that.
Another problem is information. We constantly come up
against a lack of information. The info about theft is a good
example. If we don’t know what the problems are we can’t
address them. To find out we have to commission studies or
request information.
VMAC has a great number of info gathering activities in the
pipeline at the moment. They are already showing some
results (like theft) but a lot won’t produce anything for
another 6 or 12 months. Or perhaps the results will be
progressive. By the way, the focus on un-riders was one of
our early info gathering successes.
Attack the expenditure or the process?
Because most of the motorcycle issues we’re complaining
about are being actioned we’re best off attacking the process
that allowed the $50 levy into existence and allows it to
remain.
That means complain about the unfair allocation of blame to
motorcyclists in a no-fault system.
Work via the political process to get an undertaking to
remove it. i.e. Meet with the minister for Transport and TAC
minister. Ask the ALP for motorcycle friendly policy promises
(like no $50 tax).
We also need to continue to question the justification for the
$50 levy.
Much of the research VMAC is commissioning ($50 levy
money) will help correctly apportion responsibility. For
example, the recent police report into motorcycle deaths and
serious injuries highlighted alcohol as an issue (13% over
.05). They failed to mention that car fatalities run at 25%
over .05. If we can highlight more misleading figures from the

Continued on page 12
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From the Saddle

MRA Diary

Martin Taylor, Newsletter Editor
2001 was the year of the volunteer. It was supposed to be a
celebration recognising the untold work that volunteers do
for their respective communities. 2004 is no different, and I
feel, it’s even more relevant. The MRA is more relevant now
than it ever was before, as are other motorcycle groups in this
and other states.

5th Sept Class C ride to Port Albert,
6th Sept Advocacy Committee Meeting, Bells Hotel, 7pm.
7th Board meeting 7pm, venue to be advised, contact
secretary@mraa.org.au or
phone Derek 0404 053 463 for details. *
14th Sept Events committee meeting, Bells Hotel, 7pm.
19 Sept MRAA Treasure hunt (C class)

Witness the ludicrous muffler labelling laws that NSW EPA is
now enforcing. And don’t think that it won’t happen here.
Look at our wonderful $50 TAC Levy, increased targeting of
motorcyclists by police with their licence check routine, front
number plates and myriads of regulations that specifically, and
unfairly target motorcyclists.

4th Oct 4th Advocacy Meeting
5th Oct Board meeting same details as above, *
12th Oct Events committee meeting,
16th Oct GP Run
24th Oct Pink ribbon ride, Mad max ride

The MRA runs on volunteer power alone. It receives no
funding, other than what it can scrape up from membership
fees, sponsors and handouts by benevolent organisations.
Therefore, as a volunteer who tries to help out, I’d like to ask
that you consider the calls for help that the Board is sending
out. We need people to help man the upcoming events, such
as the Motorcycle Expo in September, the OZ GP Run in
October, and most importantly, the Toy Run in December.
You can find the details to these events in this issue and who
to contact if you wish to help out.

1st Nov Advocacy meeting
2nd Nov Board meeting *
9th Nov Events committee
12th-14th Snowy ride
Nov MRAA Night Ride
28th Marysville via Reefton Spur (A class ride)
6th Dec Advocacy committee
7th Dec Board meeting *
12th Dec Toy Run
14th Events Committee meeting to debrief on the Toy Run

And this leads into the wonderful news that Grace Placencio,
our Legal Eagle, has been offered Life Membership to the
MRA. She has given her time freely over the past many years,
and I think that this is but a small token of appreciation for
what she has done for us. Congratulations, Grace.

* Members and non-members are welcome to attend the
board meetings, and the board encourages people to do so.

We’d also like to welcome Blythe Osborne back to the MRA
fold.
Oh, and congratulations to the El Presidente, Brian Beardon,
and our Vice Prez, DJ McCarthy, both of whom celebrated
their respective weddings recently.
If you have anything that you wish to contribute to the
newsletter, then it’s more than welcome.
Consider subscribing to the MRA Forum on Yahoogroups. If
you’re not familiar with mailing lists, you use your email
account to subscribe to a list. In this case, it’s titled
“MRA_Forum” at www.yahoogroups.com.au. Once
subscribed, you’ll be up-to-date with all that’s happening in
the MRA, and you have the opportunity to contribute to the
often lively discussions.
Each month I hope to run a “volunteer of the month” article.
This month it’s Michael Czajka. He’s the MRA’s research
officer and our rep on various committees.
As for myself, there’s not much to say. A baby boomer who’s
been riding bikes since I was 16, I’m on my 11th bike (4 trail,
7 road). When the new Board was voted in, it called for
volunteers for the newsletter editor post, so I put our
collective hands up (thanks Sheryl). I’ve had some
experience, but Sheryl my partner, did it for a living.
So, with her invaluable work in doing the layout, and me
being “editor-in-chief”, we hope to string together a passable
magazine. And we hope that you enjoy it.
As they say in the classics, keep the rubber side down.
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Out and About With Derek Clarkson MRA Secretary

J

uly was been a busy month for me, what
with MRA duties and visits to two other
Victorian motorcycle clubs. This is part
of us making an effort to get out and talk to
other clubs about a variety of things ranging
from the issues that the MRA is working on,
to rides and cooperating together to achieve
common goals and help each other. The visits are generally
more informal in that we make contact and attend the clubs
monthly meeting or some other event.

Eastern Suburbs Riders
On Tuesday 13th July I finally got a chance to go to an
Eastern Suburbs Riders meeting at the Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club. Brian and Damien went along too.
Damien got the opportunity to talk first during the meeting.
He outlined the plans for the Toy Run. He also covered some
of the issues with previous runs and how we intend to avoid
these this year as well as outlining the promotional work he
has been doing.

Keep an eye out for more details on the Pink Ribbon ride as
the MRA will be supporting and assisting WIMA to help fight
breast cancer.

Others
Over the next period we’ll be endeavouring to get out and see
a number of clubs and maintain regular contact with them.
There is a lot we can do to assist them in the things they are
doing and there are many things that we are doing that we
would like to involve other clubs in, both political and social.
If nothing else working with other clubs provides a great
chance for more rides and nights at the pub. So yours truly
will undoubtedly be propping up a goodly number of bars
around Melbourne for a while. If you would like to come out
to meet any of the clubs we are going to, by all means drop us
an email.

Eastern Riders has always produced a great run into the city
so a number of contacts and tidbits of information where
exchanged. If you are out that side of town then you
might like to join the run in. Check out www.toyrun.org.au
for details.
Brian spoke next. He covered pretty much all of the issues
that the MRA is currently involved in within Victoria, as well
as how we are working with other MRAs, NSW MCC,
VMC, AMC, etc. This provoked quite a bit of discussion,
especially around NSW’s exhaust labelling laws and the ISA
GPS tracking issues. You will be hearing a lot more about
these issues over the coming months.
ESR is a relaxed bunch of people. As I live out that way, I
have joined and I’ll be attending their monthly meetings so
expect more reports, ride listings and other stuff, especially
from some of the less politically correct events - although I
believe El Prez is keen to provide his own special exposes on
those <grin>

WIMA
WIMA - Women’s International Motorcycle Association
(Australia) had a meeting in mid-July. I got a chance to go
along mostly to talk about the Pink Ribbon ride coming up on
Sunday, 24th October. WIMA has been planning for this ride
for a couple of months already and my main aim for the night
was to introduce myself, re-establish contact with the group
and offer any help we could provide with the Pink Ribbon
ride.
Unfortunately there was one minor glitch with this meeting of
which I was reminded quick smart - apparently any men
attending a WIMA meeting should be wearing a dress! The
weird thing about this is that the rest of the board kept saying
this as well. Scary!
Needless to say after the finer points of my attire where
debated <grin> we had a great chat about a number of things,
and yes, the MRA is not going to use last year’s Toy Run
badges!

Lvl 10, 350 Queen Street, MELBOURNE
9 Prospect St, BOX HILL
Ph: (03) 9898 0000 Fax: (03) 9898 0033
Email: tconnor@mooreslegal.com.au
www.mooreslegal.com.au
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TOY RUN 27 Meeting

T

Blood Challenge 26

he 26th MRA Blood Challenge begins on December 1
and runs to February 28, 2005. The Challenge began in
1978 when the MRA challenged Victoria Police
Commissioner Mick Miller to have his troops donate more
blood than the motorcycle community could over the
summer.
That challenge turned into the most successful and longest
running donor campaign ever organised for the Red Cross in
Australia. It is a thing MRA members can be truly proud of.
Today over 50 organisations compete. Police and Scouts are
prominent.
There are banks and businesses, the CFA and the Army, the
MRA and Ulysses and HOG. Bike clubs can compete in their
own right. It doesn’t start till December but riders are urged
to get into training by giving blood now. Not everyone can
donate but you can find out how and where by calling
13 14 95.
Damien Codognotto OAM
MRA Life Member.
MRA Blood Challenge 26 Promoter

Damien and Opal

In recent years the Toy Run in Melbourne has moved about.
Assembly areas, routes and destinations have varied.
Australia’s oldest MRA Toy Run needs a lot of work and a
permanent home. At the AGM last February I volunteered to
be MRA TOY RUN 27 Organiser.
The first step was to make a list of Toy Runs across OZ.
Then we wrote and produced a 30-second, generic TV ad
that could go to air free of charge. MRA President Brian
Beardon put together www.toyrun.org.au which has an early
version of the TV ad on it and will eventually have the entire
Toy Run List as a free service to all Toy Run organisers. The
latest version of the List is in Uncle Damien’s Column at
www.nmcins.com.au. Please forward any corrections,
additions or photos to me at nmcins@rabbit.com.au.
Toy Run 27’s charity will be the Salvation Army. The Salvos
were the MRA charity for 24 years. Recent administrations
went elsewhere but the Salvos offered the best publicity
support and logistics back-up.
The Chief Marshal is Alan Riley and the Victorian Race
Marshals have volunteered for Toy Run duty.
The next steps are writing the Event Management Plan,
securing the Latrobe Street central assembly area, financing
the event (sponsors & stock sales) and setting up prepublicity at minimal cost.
We have 3 assembly areas in Melbourne’s east but none in the
west. I need riders to organise places like Werribee, Deer
Park, Melton and Sunbury. All you need is a safe assembly
area and route to town. Contact me if you can help. We need
a PR/fund-raising team to run raffles, do leaflet drops, visit
clubs, sell stock and so on.
I’m inviting anyone who wants to help with MRA TOY RUN
27 to an informal meeting at the Sushi Max, 398 Elizabeth
Street, Melbourne. 10 am Saturday, July 31, 2004.
Damien Codognotto OAM
MRA Life Member.
MRA TOY RUN 27 Organiser.
03 9846 8621.
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Muffler Labeling Requirements
This is not a new subject but it is a
subject that has been ignored by certain
people for far too long now.
The issue that now faces us is that the
NSW EPA have retrospectively
introduced muffler labelling laws on
after market exhaust mufflers.
In theory that sounds fine it’s their
problem, who cares?
Here’s the deal: Motorcycles
manufactured on or after 1 July 1988
must comply with Australian Design
Rule (ADR) 39/00. The Regulation
requires ongoing compliance with ADR
39/00. Motorcycles with the original
silencing system should have silencing
system components that are marked
with the trade name or mark of the
manufacturer and the trade description
given by the manufacturer. There should
also be a label attached to the
motorcycle in a ‘readily visible position’
giving information about noise levels
from the exhaust.
This information label attached to the
motorcycle should include:
·

the name of the manufacturer

·

a description of the muffler

·

information about the
stationary noise test, including
the recorded stationary sound
level value and the 50% ESMP
(engine speed at maximum
power) value in the following
format:

Tested…..dB(A) at ……r/min
The testing procedure must be carried
out as described in the Regulation. DEC
holds a database of ESMP levels for
different motorcycles
If you own a motorcycle manufactured
on or after 1 July 1988 that has had a
replacement muffler fitted that is
different to the original muffler (an
after-market muffler), then the aftermarket muffler itself should carry a label
or markings showing the information
given above, plus the model of the

by Brian Beardon

motorcycle for which the muffler was
originally designed.
(http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/noise/
motorcyclemuffler.htm)
Now the problem isn’t just for NSW
this issue applies to “all users” of NSW
roads regardless of state of registration.
The NSW EPA has confirmed that it
intends enforcing the NSW-only law on
Victorian motorcycles, even though the
law does not apply in Victoria. Of
greater concern is that the majority of
Victorian riders are likely to be unaware
of this requirement. As soon as you
cross the border into NSW you are
required under this law to have muffler
labels fitted to your motorcycle, failure
with this is a $200 fine and defect notice
issued for non-compliance. An
additional $300 fine is applicable if the
motorcycle is operated once a defect
notice has been issued.
The MRA has started lobbying to
prevent this issue from being introduced
here in Victoria, and has joined with the
MCC of NSW, MRA Qld and Ulysses
to fight the retrospective laws in NSW.
We do need members to assist us with
this issue; the MCC of NSW has all the
information available and are very
happy to share it with the MRA. If you
would like to help us please email the us
on mraa@mraa.org.au
TECHNICAL NOTES (Guy Stanford)
The current ADR 39/00 sets a “driveby” noise test of 82dB(A) This is
measured at 7.5 meters from the vehicle
path as the motorcycle is accelerated
along a path.
It adds together all noise from the bike,
including air intake howl, tappet rattle,
gearbox whine and exhaust.
If the engine is noisy, then the exhaust
must be quieter so the summed total
reaching the microphone doesn’t exceed
the limit.
That is why your ADR 39/00 bikes have
a variation in exhaust noise as standard.
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ALSO as part of the ADR 39/00, after
the “drive-by test”, the bike is parked
and a “Stationary Noise Test” is
performed, with the microphone 500mm
from the exhaust end and the bike is
revved up to half Engine Speed at
Maximum Power (ESMP), held there to
stabilise revs, then the throttle slammed
shut and the maximum noise recorded.
Under ADR 39/00 the maximum noise
must not exceed 94dB(A). It is this
requirement which is embedded in the
various State “in-service” Regulations.
(and remains there)
This Stationary Noise Test information
is then inscribed onto a plate or printed
on a label which is stuck onto the frame
of the motorcycle and is referred to as
the Stationary Noise Test Information
Label. If your bike has a Compliance
Plate (identity plate), then it originally
had a label on the frame - sometimes
hidden under the seat or a side cover.
The new ADR 83/00 will be effective as
of 1st January 2005
Has a lower limit on the drive-by test
than the earlier ADR 39/00.
This limit is reduced to 80dB(A) and
that is a BIG difference, especially for a
motorcycle. The requirement for an
upper limit on the Stationary Noise Test
has been removed in ADR 83/00, as the
trade off by makers on being able to
reduce the drive-by test.
The consequence is that we are now
seeing bikes hit the street that comply
with ADR 83/00, but have a Stationary
Noise Test that exceeds 94dB(A). e.g.
almost all new Harleys and Buells,
Kawasaki ZX-10.
In NSW, riders of these bikes are being
fined for exceeding the State in-service
Regulation of 94dB(A) and the
motorcycle is issued with a Defective
Vehicle Notice. These are bog stock
original machines, no aftermarket pipe
stuff here. In one case, within hours of
taking delivery.

We have moved!
We have a new home, 5/2 Quist
Court, Dandenong South.
The facility is 155 square metres,
comprising approximately onehalf office, one-half factory area.
We are effectively getting 200+
square metres, courtesy of storage area which has access via a
staircase above the rear office. It
has two toilets, which should
keep the women happy. ☺
The rear office area will need a
lick of paint and a general
cleanup, but this place will be a
show piece, one to which we can
be proud to invite politicians,
councillors, dignitaries, and other
clubs.

September QGM
The Quarterly General Meeting
will be held at our new home See
included flyer for more details

Image source: Melways. Map 95 B11

Halls Gap Colonial Motor Inn
Set on five acres in Halls Gap, the Colonial combines
accommodation, dining, conference and reception facilities with
bike-friendly service and secure, undercover bike parking. We can
also recommend good local rides.
Four-star amenities including executive and deluxe spa rooms;
Gardens and uninterrupted views to the fabulous Grampians.
Adaptable function rooms for formal dining, conferences and events.
Darcy’s Licensed Restaurant and Morningside Lounge Bar contemporary Australian tastes with fine local and regional wines.

* Special offer for MRA members*
Two nights accommodation Weekend OR Three nights Midweek for two people in
Spa room
Light breakfast for two each morning
Complimentary bottle of wine in Darcy’s Restaurant (table of two ordering two
courses each,
from blackboard wine list)
$289 per couple
Not valid Long Weekends, Public Holidays or Special Events
10% discount to MRA members at other times.
Grampians Road Halls Gap Victoria 3381
Reservations: 1800 680 848. Please quote MRA
Ph: 03 5356 4344 Fax: 03 5356 4442
email: hallsgapcolonial@bigpond.com
www.bestwestern.com.au/hallsgapcolonial
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Membership Benefits
Committee
I know that the MRA once had a membership
benefits committee. My aim as the membership
secretary is, amongst other things, to reconvene this
committee. I would anticipate this to not really
take a heck of a lot of commitment from members
if we can assemble a few in all places in Victoria/
Australia.

Motorcycles and the use
of Restricted Lanes
Local authorities throughout Australia are actively
looking at ways to reduce traffic congestion and
pollution in large urban areas. The MRAA believes
that motorcycles, scooters and mopeds have often
been overlooked by urban transport planners. The
MRAA encourages agencies like VicRoads and
local governments to remove this gap in policy.

I have a vision that would see members of the
committee approaching motorcycle shops and
asking if they can drop off MRA membership
forms and to ask if the shop would offer discounts
to MRA members upon display of a valid
membership card.

The MRAA would like these bodies to consider
motorcycles, scooters and mopeds as a major part
of urban transport systems during their planning
stages. Motorcycles, scooters and mopeds, can
provide alternative transport means where other
forms are limited. Motorcycles, scooters and
mopeds offer mobility to their users and have a
Please note that by no means is this limited to
motorcycle shops either but they would probably be clear role to play in any future integrated and
sustainable transport strategy.
the most appropriate place for a membership form
display.
One area in which the MRAA sees an immediate
advantage is in the ease of traffic congestion in
Interested parties can either email me
cities like Melbourne by allowing motorcycles,
membershipsecretary@mraa.org.au or call 0411
scooters and mopeds to use bus lanes especially
183 258.
during peak periods. These lanes can currently be
I anticipate that there will need to be one or two
used by cyclists. Many motorcycles, scooters and
meetings to get the ball rolling. We’ll then know
mopeds have a similar foot print to bicycles and
who is covering what area.
they have an advantage over bicycles as they can
Michael Doedee
maintain a higher average speed comparable to
Membership Secretary MRAA
other motorised vehicles using these lanes.
membershipsecretary@mraa.org.au
The MRAA believe this is simply a logical
www.mraa.org.au
extension of what is happening in NSW and in
Europe and would be a major boon to Victorian
motorcyclists safety as well as reducing urban
congestion, particularly in heavy congestion
periods.
The MRA has procured a stand for the 2004 Motorcycle
- Mick Doedee

2004 Motorcycle Expo,
10th - 12th September

Expo. So, we will be there doing our level best to educate
the thousands of riders coming through about the current
issues that we are all facing, as well as promoting the
MRA and our activities. T-shirts and other goodies will
Also be for sale and we will be printing a large number of
information sheets and fliers about all sorts of things.

Volunteers are needed to help man this stand and ensure
that we get to talk to as many people as possible. So,
become an active part of the MRA and help us to get the
message out. You all know from our newsletters and
emails the seriousness of the issues that we are facing. And
to this end the Expo is a great opportunity to get the word
out. Not to mention having some fun and getting in for
free!
So drop us a line, or at the very least, drop by the stand
and say hi!
- Derek Clarkson
(MRA Secretary)

RACV calling for feedback
The RACV is considering how it can improve its member
benefits. In theory, the RACV offers a breakdown service for
motorcyclists. In practice, you pay the same as you do for
your car and get very little. If you have run out of fuel, they
will sell you petrol, but for anything mechanical, even a flat
battery, the only help given is to tow you to a mechanic.
The MRA encourages all riders to contact the RACV and ask
them to improve their motorcycle breakdown service, or at
least reduce the cost substantially. Even if you don’t currently
subscribe to the breakdown service, let them know what you
would want, and for what cost, if you were to subscribe.
Phone 13 19 55, email care@racv.com.au with subject
heading of ‘Improving member benefits’ or write to 550
Princes Hwy, Noble Park, VIC, 3174.
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Historic Motorcycle Racing Association of Victoria Inc
presents

Southern Classic Rally
2nd & 3rd October 2004
State Motorcycle Sports Complex,
Strath Creek Rd., Broadford, Victoria
The Southern Classic Rally celebrates Australia’s Longest
running all Motorcycle Historic Road Race.
The Rally will revolve around the racing with machines from
the Pre war era up until 1980.
With a swap meet, Trade Show and static displays the HMRAV
aims to ensure everybody has something to do. Swap meet sites are $10 with $2 entry. Your rally fee
covers the entry to the swap site area. For additional Swap meet details contact Peter Hern on 9716 2590.
The on site catering, Bar and a band on Saturday evening will ensure a good time by all. is being held at
Reg Hunt Park Broadford.
Your pass is included and the badge and Program is redeemable from the Rally Secretary adjacent to the
Pits, after 9 am each day.
The actual rally site is adjacent to the Pits and down from the area known as Bay 13. Signs will be in
place to help you. Cars will not be permitted at the Rally site.
Any Rally enquires should be directed to Mick Doedee (0411 183 258).
HMRAV is dedicated to preserving the racing scenes from the earlier periods. The club is open to
anybody with an interest and full details can be obtained from the Secretary 184 Through Rd.,
Camberwell, 3124 or www.hmrav.org or secretary@hmrav.org
If you get the urge to race try a Ride Day or racesecretary@hmrav.org
Don’t forget about the Australian Historic Champs at Winton on 6 / 7 November 2004, details (03) 57664235 or race@wintonraceway.com.au and the Geelong Sprints on mid November 2004.

The world is full of passengers. Don’t be
If you want to make your own way on the highway, make a booking for the two-day Learner’s Permit
course with Honda Australia Rider Training (HART). Helmet, gloves, and Honda motorcycles or scooters
are supplied. Take control today, call HART on 03 9335 2766 for bookings. For more information on
advanced rider training, visit www.hartridertraining.com.au.
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Profile: Michael Czajka (MRA Road Safety & Research Officer)
Rides daily and has done ~2,000,000
Kms on a motorcycle. Until a few years
ago, he didn’t own a car.
Has been a delegate to MRA
committee, WCRSC (Westgate
Community Road Safety) motorcycle
rep, RSRG (Road Safety Reference
Group), a committee member of the
Western Suburbs Riders and an MRA
committee member.
Has worked with Vic Roads to redraft
standards to improve m/c safety
outcomes eg. Coating steel plates with
non-slip coatings and making them less
prone to buckling. Increasing the
coefficient of friction of edge marking
used on roads (less slippery lines).
Improving testing of traffic sensors so
that more m/c’s are detected, etc…
Is currently working with TAC to help
create a Ride Smart CD hazard
perception product… and to convince
them we shouldn’t be paying a $50 levy.
Currently he is the MRA’s VMAC rep,
ATSB rep, AMC rep, VMC contributor,
chairs the Advocacy committee and
helps out on the IT committee.
His involvement with the MRA dates
back over 15 years.
Remains a sometimes 4B’er, founded
the MRA’s first egroup, created the
MC-research discussion forum for
worldwide m/c safety communication,
helped make the first MRA electronic
magazine a reality and supports the
continuing use of electronic
communication to facilitate the work of
the MRA.
He believes strongly in the KIS principle
and is responsible for creating a number
of short-cuts to complicated places eg.

http://go.to/mraa or http://go.to/mcresearch.
Has an extensive electronic library of
road safety material and carries around
a fair bit of MRA history in his head.
Most recently has lobbied the federal
government for a National MC Road
Safety Strategy and the free electronic
distribution of Austroads 15 MC Road
design guidelines (which the minister
has agreed to).
He rides an Yamaha XT 600. It’s the 6th
one he’s owned so he must like them!
He likes to go touring the outback and
his next trip is meant to be to Broken
Hill then down the Oodnadatta Track to
Coober Pedy.
Michael is life member of the MRA and
his initials are MC (which he feels says
it all). ☺

$50 Levy: Preventing
Fatalities and Accidents
(Cont’d from page 3)
TAC then the justification of the $50
levy may disappear, and the levy
should follow.
Thus the $50 levy is a two edged
sword, as its findings can also be
used to undermine the basis for the
levy. That’s very much what the
MRA is working towards.
Road safety is a joint responsibility.
Expenditure should come from
general funds not from the $50 levy.

More information
The MRA is only one of a number of
organisations on VMAC but we’re
the only one that seems to feedback
to its members frequently. More
detailed information is often available
at AGMs and QGMs.
VMAC and TAC are both preparing
more detailed reports on the
expenditure of the $50 levy. One
report will go out with all registration
renewals, the VMAC info will be put
on the VicRoads web site and further
info about the levy will be put on a
TAC web site. We will make
members aware of this information as
soon as it becomes available.
Michael Czajka
MRA Road Safety & Research Officer

Further information on these issues is
available in the MRA egroup
http://go.to/mraa
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Odds and Sods - Lee O’Mahoney
It’s all in the name
Can you can come up with a better name for the MRA
newsletter than The MRA Newsletter? Best suggestion from
a member wins a bottle of wine.
Please leave a message on (03) 9699-1811 with your contact
details or email your suggestion and contact details to
mraa@mraa.org.au.
Entries close 30th September 2004.

Mailbag Section
I found the June newsletter refreshingly informative and
relevant. Congratulations to the new MRA Board.
The MRA now looks more like an organisation focussed on
addressing the interests of motorcyclists as legitimate roadusers.
- Dermot Daley
Just wanted to say thanks for the GREAT day (Sunday 13th
June) and awesome ride you guys put together. The roads
were good fun without being stupidly fast or dangerous. I just
wish I could remember where we went so I can do it again.....
The BBQ lunch was well worth the little wait. I hope to join
you on as many rides as I can, depending on work. Again,
thanks for the BEST day I’ve had for a while.
- Bryan Duke

No more wrist slaps?
The MRA has long been concerned about lenient sentences
for negligent motorists who kill motorcyclists.
The Victorian government is proposing a new offence of
“dangerous driving causing death”. This aims to ensure that
people who kill other road users while driving negligently, but
are unlikely to be convicted of “culpable driving causing
death”, are penalised in some meaningful way.
The new offence could apply to people who drive while
fatigued, fall asleep at the wheel, use a mobile phone, drive
while under the influence of drugs or cause the death of a
foetus. Large fines and jail sentences may result.
The proposal follows lobbying by the MRA after Geelong
rider, Grahame Clarke was killed when a driver failed to give
way. The driver was fined $500, with no loss of licence.
Appalled by the lenient penalty, the MRA organised a protest
ride from Melbourne to Geelong, which saw 500 motorcycles
travel in procession along the Princes Fwy. Graham’s family
has also been lobbying for tougher penalties - if you went to
last year’s Motorcycle Expo in Melbourne, you may have
seen his mother, Barbara, asking riders to sign a petition.
The MRA supports the introduction of tougher sentencing, as
it believes it will lead to more responsible motoring.
Copies of the discussion paper are available at http://
www.justice.vic.gov.au Publications Culpable and
dangerous driving laws – discussion paper.
Cartoon by Andrew Weldon. Reproduced with permission
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Odds and Sods, continued...

$500 fine for fractured hip and pelvis
A serial drink driver who caused a pillion to suffer a fractured
hip and pelvis recently received a $500 fine and two month
suspended sentence from the Melbourne Magistrate’s Court.
The driver, with a blood alcohol level of 0.133, caused a rider
and pillion to be thrown from their motorcycle. The driver did
not stop at the crash scene and, when followed by another rider
and told he had caused a crash, drove off.
It is the third time he has been caught drink driving.

The MRA believes the sentence, and fine, are far too lenient.
We believe that, had the victim been a pedestrian, a jail sentence
and higher fines would have been likely. The new crime of
‘dangerous driving’ is clearly needed to deter such irresponsible
behaviour.

We also believe ongoing driver awareness campaigns are
necessary.
“Dozens of people’s lives could have been saved in just the
last three years if the MRA’s calls to improve driver
awareness had been heeded,” said Brian Beardon, MRA
president.
“Improved driver awareness, and a lower rider road toll, will
only ever happen when governments accept that riders are
normal people and that our lives are just as valuable as other
road users’.”
A bicycle awareness campaign has recently been launched in
Victoria. A similar campaign is clearly urgently needed for
motorcyclists.
See below for a state-by-state breakdown of multi-vehicle crash
causes.

Multi vehicle crashes - fault per state

Finally, the truth
Following a request from the MRA, Swann Insurance recently
released figures that showed what most riders know but no
authorities have been willing to admit – that crashes involving a
motorcycle and another vehicle are usually caused by the other
person.
Riders were found to be at fault in only 32% of multi-vehicle
crashes between 2000 and 2003. In 2003, 27 of the 39 fatal
motorcycle crashes involved other vehicles.
General Manager of Swann Insurance, Duncan Brain, said, “The
figures send a clear message to all motorists to be aware of
motorcyclists.”
“Drivers are encouraged to look out for motorcycles, check
blind spots and ensure it is safe when changing lanes.”
The MRA applauds the release of the figures. They are in line
with riders’ experience and overseas research. They are
certainly more realistic than a Victorian police report issued
earlier in the year which alleged virtually the opposite of
Swann’s statistics - that 63% of multi vehicle crashes were
caused by the rider.
The police report was based on a very small number of
crashes over only 12 months. It only studied crashes where a
rider died or was seriously injured. Police have not yet
explained how they determined fault or speed. We believe it is
likely they used methods for four-wheeled vehicles, which
may not be accurate for motorcycles.
The MRA believes greater driver awareness is critical in
increasing rider safety. We believe driver training at the learner
and probationary stages must be improved, to ensure that people
are aware of smaller vehicles like motorcycles and bicycles and
do not only focus on vehicles that can cause them harm.

State
NSW/ACT
WA
SA
Queensland

Rider
28%
28%
29%
31%

Victoria
Tasmania
National total

32%
35%
30%

Other driver
72%
72%
71%
69%
68%
65%
70%

Tailored
crash
investigation
methodology for Victoria?
Bob Hastings, Assistant Commissioner for Traffic and
Operations Support, recently expressed an interest in holding
workshops with motorcyclists to develop scientifically valid
methodology for investigating motorcycle crashes.
The MRA has recommended that, rather than embarking on
this expensive exercise, international methodology that has been
tested extensively, known as OECD RP7, is used. This would
mean that our data would be reliable, useful and could be
accurately compared with, and added to, the larger data sets
from other countries. It would also avoid the dangers of basing
a methodology on Victoria’s, and indeed Australia’s, relatively
small number of crashes, which may lead to inaccurate and
misleading results. This is the last thing riders need.
No date has yet been set for the workshops.

Calling good biking businesses
If you’ve had great service from a particular business – bikerelated or bike-friendly, let us know – they may benefit from
advertising in our newsletter.
Please phone 03 9699 1811 or email mraa@mraa.org.au with
subject heading ‘Potential advertiser’.
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Media Release
The following are press releases issued by the MRA concerning
issues pertinent to motorcyclists.

Page 12 of TWO WHEELS July Edition 2004
Encouraging Danger:
The MRAA has reaffirmed its support for motorsport
following criticism by a leading member of the splinter group,
the Victorian Motorcyclist Union.
In a posting to several on-line forums, VMU (founding)
member John Karmouche stated: “What is the MRA doing to
stop people going out and doing this? I suggest nothing from
the sounds of it. I suggest that by supporting Moto Freesyle
they have endorsed the type of activity that is causing the
unlicensed to go out and kill themselves.”
Speaking on behalf of the MRAA, President Brian Beardon
responded: “An attack like this does no service to motorsport
or motorcycling in general. One might just as well say that
GP racing is a prime cause of speeding deaths. Any form of
organized motorsport has the backing of the MRAA, in some
cases it is the only form of real training to handle a
motorcycle and to respect the performance it is capable of.
The MRAA actively encourages people not old enough to
obtain a road licence to do their riding within a motorsport
group, be it track racing, MotoX or any other form of the
sport and not ride illegally.”
For further information email mraa@mraa.org.au or Brian
Beardon president@mraa.org.au
Page 4 Australian Motor Cycle News July 16-28 2004
Motorcyclists not to blame:
While the established line of the past was that motorcyclists
are mostly to blame in accidents involving bikes and motor
vehicles, a recent national study shows it’s in fact the other
way around.
Results of a study conducted by Swann Insurance show that
car drivers were at fault in 71 percent of claims in South
Australia during 2001-2003, while in Victoria, motorcyclists
were at fault in 32 percent of accidents involving other
vehicles in the same period.
Thirty-nine motorcyclists died in Victoria last year, 12 percent
of the road toll – even though motorcycles make up three
percent of the state’s registered vehicles.
The national average of car drivers at fault in the same period
is 70 percent.
Swann Insurance general manager Duncan Brain confirmed
what many motorcyclists have known for years: “[They}
generally are not to blame for multiple vehicle crashes.
“The figures send a clear message to motorists – to be aware
of motorcyclists. Motorcycles can be difficult to see and other
drivers must be extra alert, particularly in wet weather, heavy
traffic and when visibility is poor.”
And while motorcyclists may feel justified over the new
findings, Mr Brain says the results only mean that
motorcyclists need to be even more away on the road.
“By there nature, motorcycles are relatively exposed
compared to cars, so it is important to remain vigilant,
anticipate risks and above all, take care.” He said.

The Motorcycle Riders’ Association has applauded the
release of the statistics.
“These figures are certainly more realistic than the figures
Victorian Police released this year, which alleged virtually the
opposite,” said MRA President Brian Beardon.
Mr Beardon said the police report was based on a small
number of crashes over 12 months: it only studied incidents
where a rider died or was seriously injured.
Mr Beardon said that police still have not yet explained how
they determined either fault or speed.
The MRA believes they probably used methods based on
four-wheeled vehicles that may not be accurate for
motorcycles.
“Swann’s figures are more in line with riders’ experience and
overseas research,” said Mr Beardon.
He said the road toll would be cut dramatically if road users
would be more conscious of motorcycles and bicycles when
traveling.
“Yes, we are smaller than cars. But we’re really not that hard
to see if you look for us.”
He called for improved training of learner and probationary
drivers. “Most truck drivers seem to have no problem seeing
us, even with large rigs. It’s just a matter of what people are
trained to do.”
A bicycle awareness campaign was recently launched in
Victoria, and “a similar campaign is urgently needed for
motorcyclists,” said Mr Beardon
“Government must act. The days of placing the blame solely
on riders and only focusing on safety issues where there’s a
chance of getting extra revenue are gone.
“Dozens of lives could have been saved in the last three years
if calls to improve driver awareness had been heeded.
Improved driver awareness and a lower rider toll will happen
when governments accept that riders are normal people and
there lives are just as valuable as other road users.
“Authorities must develop safety strategies that incorporate
motorcyclists’ feedback. After all, they are the on-road
experts.”

Motorcycle Trivia Nights
Tuesday night is trivia night for Melbourne motorcyclists with
a weekly fun competition held at the cosy Quiet Man Irish pub
in Flemington. It's a free event and is run by a professional
"Triviamaster".
Everyone on two wheels is invited, with riders meeting at the
pub around 7:50pm.
The Quiet Man is located at 271 Racecourse Road,
Flemington. Our team is called "Rebels Without A Clue" or
various other names depending on who arrives first. And if
you get there late we're not hard to find, just look for the
helmets :D.
The Quiet Man serves great beer (Aussie & Irish) and tasty
meals are available. For more pub information checkout
www.thequietman.com.au.
It's a fun night with lots of laughs as well as prizes/giveaways.
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