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The no tolls banner on the steps of Parliament House at the start of the protest ride.

ARE YOU INJURED?
For free legal advice, phone Grace Placencio
MRA Official “Legal Eagle”, Public Officer and
Life Member
Grace has represented injured riders for over 10 years, and
specialises exclusively in Personal Injury law, including:
• Transport Accident Claims
• WorkCover Claims
• Superannuation Claims
• Medical Negligence Claims
• All Other Injury Claims

Online forums: gnomeit.com/mra/forum/
Office Hours:
Tuesday 7pm to 9pm
Saturday 10am to 3pm

August QGM - 27th Aug
The August Quarterly General Meeting
(QGM) will be held at the La Porchetta
pizza restaurant (upstairs), corner of
Victoria and Peel Streets, North
Melbourne on Saturday, 27th August,
commencing at 1 pm sharp.
The Advocacy Committee will be
meeting prior to the QGM starting 11am
for those interested in attending.
It’s hoped that this more central (to
Melbourne) location will encourage
more people to attend.

MRA Forums
GRACE PLACENCIO DAVIES & COMPANY LAWYERS
Suite 5, Level 5 517 St Kilda Road (opposite The Alfred Hospital)
Melbourne 3004
Phone (03) 9867-7769

Fax: (03) 9867-7750

The MRA has an online web based
forum where you can get involved in
policy discussion, hear what’s happening, and generally chat to other members. Surf to:

http://gnomeit.com/mra/forum/
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From the Editor’s Desk

Public perception can hurt us badly, if we all put on public
displays of blatant hooning. Please consider this when next
out for a ride.

The recent announcement by Transurban that motorcycles
would soon be subjected to tolls on its Citylink network has
raised the ire of motorcyclists. It has also caused a division in
the ranks. The came about due to some groups who consider
the tolls to be both justifiable and inevitable. This doesn’t
help the cause overall, as it gives those who would seek to
restrict our common love – motorcycling – more ammo to
which they can use to legislate and regulate the use of
motorcycles.

This issue of the newsletter has some important items relating
to current issues on front number plates, wire rope barriers,
tolls for motorcyclists $50 TAC charges and the latest reports
from the QGM.
The board and its volunteers are out there trying to make our
lot a happier one. So, if you feel like helping out, I’m sure that
the board will appreciate your offers of help.

The right to freedom of thought and freedom of speech,
whilst not guaranteed in any constitution or legislation, is an
accepted thing. From my perspective, it’s healthy and often
productive to have debates over issues that affect us all.
Unfortunately, though, sometimes it can also be destructive.
It is particularly so when numerous bodies, each claiming to
represent motorcyclists, are at odds with each other over
specific issues.

Martin Taylor, Newsletter Editor

Membership Discounts
I would like to welcome the following to our membership
discounters list:
Gassit Motorcycles, Fairfield. Ph (03) 9482-5699. 10% off
everything.
Powerbronze who will give any MRA member 10% off its
products, www.powerbronze.com.au.
Pioneer aviation in Gippsland is offering 5% off flights in its
dual control Jabiru aircraft. Phone Anthony Morrison on 0407
804-503 for details and times.

Sometimes it is personalities that cause issues to divide
groups, and this is unfortunate. However, people, having all
the usual human failings, will for whatever reasons make it a
point to disagree with each other. Whether it’s out of
stubbornness, a genuine belief that they are right and the
other guys are wrong, or from a pure dislike of the others I
don’t know. It’s probably a subject that psychologists have
been studying since the birth of their profession. Still, I am an
optimist, and I hold out hope that all the various
motorcycling organisations will get together, mend whatever
fences that may be broken and work together to achieve fair
and equitable treatment from those that govern our daily
lives.

Last but not least XICG Computer Services is offering 10%
off to MRA members on various computer products
(excluding website specials). Ph. (03) 9827 9699 or its website
is www.xicg.com.
I am always on the lookout for more member discounters. If
you know of someone that might be willing to offer an MRA
discount feel free to ask them and send me the details (if they
say yes).

Recently, we’ve lost quite a few of brothers and sisters to the
road toll. It’s a tragic thing to lose a loved one, and it’s a
terrible feeling that overcomes you when you’re visited by
the police, and even worse when you have to identify your
lost family members. The increasing numbers of downed
riders have been the subject of much discussion in the online
forums.

Michael Doedee
Membership Secretary
membershipsecretary@mraa.org.au
Ph 0411 183 258

One issue that always rears its ugly head is that of how the
police and the media report motorcycle/car collisions.
Invariably it’s the rider who hits the car, despite clear
evidence that the vehicle strays into the path of the rider, or
clouts him when exiting a side street, thus making it sound
like it was the rider’s fault.
I wrote to Red Symons, the host of ABC Melbourne’s
breakfast show. I asked him that when he next spoke to the
police media liaison on his show, if he could bring this issue
up. To my surprise he did – the next morning. Unfortunately,
the policewoman he was interviewing dismissed the issue in a
derisive and condescending manner. It annoyed me to hear
my concerns being dismissed like this. But it seems to reflect
an attitude that the general public has about motorcycling.
A letter in a recent Sunday Herald-Sun highlighted this, when
a reader wrote in to complain about current TAC ads asking
motorists to put themselves in the place of motorcyclists. His
bitch centred around motorcyclists’ practices of lane splitting
and an allegation that motorcyclists speed with impunity.
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MRA In the Media

MRAA President takes up motorcycle safety issue with
Wyndham City Council

The following is a list of media releases that the MRA
has issued in recent times. They are in response to
various issues that concern motorcyclists.
MRAA condemns motorcyclists’ behaviour
President of the Motorcycle Riders Association of Australia
(MRAA), Mr Dale Maggs, commenting on reports of
motorcyclists carrying out and filming stunt riding on the Eastern
Freeway, stated that the MRAA did not condone this type of
stunt riding on public roads. Regardless of whether the riders
concerned believed that they were in control of their motorcycles
or not at the time, the potential exists for a serious incident to
occur.
He stated that these stunts require a safe and controlled
environment and that this sort of risk taking does nothing to
promote motorcycling with the general public. While the MRAA
fully supports the sport of Moto-freestyle and other competition
stunt riding, it must be carried out at appropriate venues and
not on public roads.
Mr Maggs also condemned the action of the Learner who was
allegedly caught at a speed of 230 km/h by police. He said that
this type of riding puts at risk both the rider and other people
and cannot be condemned strongly enough.

Following the recent tragic death of Steve Caruana after his
collision with a Bull, Motorcycle Riders Association President,
Dale Maggs, contacted Wyndham City Council to express his
concern. “Motorcyclists are particularly vulnerable to roaming
stock”, Dale stated. Dale has held discussions on this subject
with several Council team-leaders.
Council Officers and members of the Police Traffic Management
Unit from Werribee have assured Mr Maggs that the site will
be investigated and appropriate strategies implemented to
alleviate further risks to motorcyclists. MRAA Safety and
Research Officers will also investigate the incident.
The MRAA would like particularly to express its condolences
to the Caruana family.
Transurban breaks its word - Motorcyclists to be charged
for using Citylink.
In a statement made today, President of the Motorcycle
Riders Association of Australia, Mr Dale Maggs, stated that
TransUrban had reneged on a deal made with riders 2 years
ago where they promised motorcyclists would NOT be
charged for 5 years for using CityLink. Today the MRAA
heard from Jane Calvert at TransUrban indicating that this
agreement will not be honoured.
Implementation of this tolling on motorcyclists is scheduled
to start just before the Melbourne Toy Runs in December. It
is expected that a motorcycle will be tolled at 50% of the
going rate for a car. For example, a trip involving both the
South Eastern Freeway and the Bolte Bridge on a daily basis
will result in a weekly charge of approximately $40 to the
rider. Given that most traffic studies put a motorcycle at 0.1
PCU (1/10th passenger car equivalent) this is an
unconscionable charge.
The MRAA is disappointed that TransUrban would renege
on a deal that encourages the use of CityLink by
motorcyclists. MRAA representatives will be meeting with
TransUrban in the next week to negotiate this issue. Should
this fail, the MRAA invites all motorcycle groups, clubs and
riders who are unhappy with being charged tolls to join them
on the steps of Parliament at 4:00pm Friday May 20 for a ride
through CityLink, as a demonstration of our disapproval of
TransUrban’s position.
If riders wish to let TransUrban know their feelings on this
subject, the MRAA suggests that they email both
TransUrban’s Media & Community Relations Adviser, Jane
Calvert at jcalvert@transurban.com.au, or the Minister for
Transport, Peter Batchelor at
peter.batchelor@parliament.vic.gov.au.

New AMC Chair Appointed.
Robyn Major, President of the MRA
(ACT) has been appointed to the chair
of the Australian Motorcycle Council.
We congratulate her on her
appointment to this position. She
brings a wealth of expertise and
experience to the position.
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MRAA calls on government to encourage powered two
wheeler use as a means of addressing congestion issues

to assist with alleviating congestion and pollution in cities.
We call on the Government to implement the following
changes to legislation and regulation:

A spokesman for The Motorcycle Riders Association of
Australia stated today that if the State Government was really
serious about relieving traffic congestion in Melbourne then
it would look seriously at encouraging a movement from cars
to powered two wheeled vehicles (motorcycles and scooters).

•
•

Traffic studies worldwide use a measurement known as
“passenger car equivalent” (PCU). A normal car has a PCU of
1.0. Research worldwide, including Dr Marcus Wigan’s report
on “Powered Two Wheelers in Victoria” has found that
motorcycles in normal use have a PCU of 0.1 (meaning that
one car creates as much congestion as 10 motorcycles).

•
•
•

Bicycles on the other hand have a PCU of up to 1.5 on normal
roads, due to their inability to keep up with traffic speeds
and, in the absence of specific bicycle paths/lanes, can
actually contribute to congestion.

•

If motorcycles or scooters are permitted to filter through slow
moving or stationary traffic and are used in conjunction with
advanced stop lines at intersections, the PCU of powered two
wheel vehicles can approach zero. Studies have shown that
there have been no major incidents resulting from the practice
of low speed filtering. American states such as Minnesota
and California and European countries such as Austria have
not only moved to ensure its legality but have also run major
publicity campaigns to encourage the practice and to educate
other road users concerning it.

•

•

Victoria at present has policies which actively discourage
motorcycle and scooter use; among these policies are:
•

Victoria has the highest licence age for motorcyclists in
Australia (and one of the highest of all the OECD
countries;
• Registration and TAC costs are extremely high
(especially in conjunction with the $50 levy on
motorcycle registrations);
• VicRoads continues to actively endanger motorcyclists
by continuing to introduce kilometres of wire rope
barriers;
• The absence of a Learner Approved Motorcycle scheme
means that people are forced to learn on physically
smaller motorcycles or scooters which are inappropriate
for their height and weight. There are many larger
capacity motorcycles which have a lower power to
weight ratio and better safety features than the current
sub 260cc bikes that learners are forced onto. For
example, the proven safety of ABS brakes is not available
in the smaller capacity motorcycles allowed to learners.
The Motorcycle Riders Association of Australia calls on the
government to actively encourage a move from 4 wheels to 2

Bring the licensing age for motorcyclists back into line
with other states;
Allow holders of a current car licence to ride road
registered scooters of 50cc or less;
Implement the type of Learner Approved Motorcycle
scheme that has been successful in NSW and the ACT;
Stop installing Wire Rope Barriers (as per the ALP’s
election promises) and either remove those in place or
implement a scheme of protective covering for them;
Remove the existing “temporary” $50 levy on motorcycle
registrations;
Review the suitability of current training and licensing
methods and restrictions to ensure that the type of
training and licensing available is appropriate and
effective;
Legislate in a similar manner to Europe and the United
States regarding lane filtering and advanced stop lines
for motorcycles and shared low speed lane usage and
introduce a campaign to educate car drivers on any
changes so introduced; and
Examine the feasibility of a single registration fee for
multiple vehicles. This will encourage the use of smaller
cheaper commuting vehicles such as scooters as an
alternative to larger more expensive vehicles. The idea is
that only one of the vehicles on this registration may be
used at one time. This program has been successfully
implemented by several European countries.

Strong support for MRA stand on tolls
President of the MRA, Dale Maggs, stated today that he was
extremely gratified with the response from both motorcyclists
& non-motorcyclists to the stand that the MRAA has taken on
tolls. Many calls and emails have been received supporting
this stand. Support has come from organisations such as the
Motorcycle Council of NSW, Ulysses clubs Australia wide and
Motorcycling Australia (the umbrella body for motorcycle sport)
as well as industry and consumer groups.
Guy Stanford stated on behalf of the Motorcycle Council of
NSW:
“The Motorcycle Council of NSW fully supports the MRAA in
its stand against methods for tolling motorcycles in Victoria.”
“State transport planning has failed to consider motorcycles
and failed to make provision for them. Why does the Victorian
Government expect motorcyclists to pay for their failures? This
is a case of blaming the victim and misuse of market power in
a monopoly.”
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Mr Maggs went on to state that “There is a general feeling
among motorcyclists that this is the last straw. After the $50
levy, continuing broken promises on Wire Rope Barriers and a
general feeling of being imposed upon, motorcyclists are now
saying that they won’t take it any more”.

State government hired the contractors to build the roads that is a government decision taken for lack of long-term
infrastructure planning and building, but that is so the
government can do its job of providing social services to its
population. If the planning failed to include motorcycles and
the contractor was hired to provide a portion of the roads
system, then the government must either forego some income
from motorcycles to pay for the lack of planning, or pay riders
the fees their contractor demands for toll-road usage. Either
way, riders cannot be expected to be the ones having to pay
for lack of planning - it is a government cost.

The MRAA reiterates its invitation to all motorcycle groups,
clubs and riders who are unhappy with being charged tolls to
join them on the steps of Parliament at 4:00pm Friday May 20
for a ride through CityLink, as a demonstration of our disapproval
of TransUrban’s position.

NSW Motorcycle Council Support for
MRA’s No Tolls Policy

What percentage of all motorcycles in the State use the toll
roads? (they can’t tell us, because until very recently, as a
result of AMC lobbying, there were NO counts of
motorcycles in traffic flows - right now, there are rubber hose
thingys all over our roads in NSW, trying to count flows and
for the first time, they are also counting motorcycles) i.e. a
“toll cash pool” needs to be created by the State government,
derived internally from motorcycle registrations - say 5% but really should be lower, as only some motorcycles use the
toll roads. This pool can then be divided up on traffic flow
volumes.

Guy Stanford, a high profile and active representative on
the NSW Motorcycle Council, recently contacted the MRA
with regards to the issue surrounding motorcycles and tolls.
Below is his letter.
The Motorcycle Council of NSW fully supports the MRAA
in its stand against methods for tolling motorcycles in
Victoria.
State transport planning has failed to consider motorcycles
and failed to make provision for them. Why does the
Victorian Government expect motorcyclists to pay for their
failures? This is a case of blaming the victim and misuse of
market power in a monopoly.

They can have this when they can prove the numbers are
correct. Meanwhile, provide free tolls, or a method for paying
tolls that does not disadvantage motorcycles in relation to
cars. This means (1) correct toll rate, (2) an account system
that allows anonymous dealings (3) an account that costs no
more to operate than those provided for cars.

The correct rate for motorcycle tolls is one quarter the rate for
cars

This is gunbarrel diplomacy by the State Govt. To accept the
photo toll system is outrageous.

What has happened to our Privacy laws that photographic
enforcement methods can be used by private contractors for
daily business? I have grave misgivings on the Privacy
issues.

Contact your Dept of Fair Trading and ask them for a
definition of “misuse of market power” in relation to their
additional fees and failure to provide goods “fit for purpose
sold” (the suggestion that we can use car type E-tags is dead
in the water, so point out that this is rottin and stinks)

We have become so inured to invasive laws that this point
has been overlooked by many. It is Police State stuff. The
photo places you at that point in time, on the assumption that
you are a lawbreaker. The photographic method removes all
pretence at privacy and breaks one of the cardinal rules - the
ability to deal anonymously with the service provider.

Contact the Privacy Commission and seek its views on the
photo ID system.
Kind regards,
Guy
MCC of NSW

There needs to be a step in between asking for a toll and then
enforcement for non-payment. Like at a shop, there is a
check-out point, same as for a parking station, or an account
method. This photographic “ultimate tool” is ONLY being
used because of failure of the chosen technology and failure
in the ability to administer an accounting system, resulting
from failure to consider motorcycles in transport planning.
This is a smelly bandaid to save face for the government who
is under pressure from their contractor. WHO is in charge
now? Apparently, it is not the people’s representatives, our
elected pollies who have caved in and abdicated their
responsibility to their constituents.

HMRAV/MRA Track Day.
HMRAV, an organisation that promotes historical motorcycle
racing, is a planning a track day at Broadford on Sunday, 24th
July, and extends a special welcome to MRA members. Cost
will be $80 per person plus $10 Insurance.
You will need either a MA licence or a $15 Rec. licence for the
day.
If it’s planned right all types of bikes should be able to be
accommodated, and to put them into sessions that match.
The website www.hmrav.org has all the details but I am
interested to see if MRA members are interested.

The proposed solution stems from appointing responsibility
correctly. Motorcyclists pay road taxes (pushbike riders and
pedestrians do not). We pay a lower rate due to lower road
wear and lower road space usage (“congestion”). What value
do we get from these taxes?

We could set up the camp site for Sat. evening at no cost and
make a weekend of it if need be.
Call Rob Todd on (03) 5967-2480 for more info.

“Option 2” provides for a solution, by having the
government take responsibility for its failure in planning. The
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MRA 2005 Calendar

Toy Run 28 Update

2005 Quarterly General Meetings
Last Saturday of, August (27th) at la Porchetta, Nrth
Melbourne (see front page for details) and November (26th)
at MRA HQ, 5/2 Quist Crt, Dandenong Sth. The November
meeting’s venue will be confirmed at a later date.

The organising of Toy Run 28 to be held on the 11th
December is well under way. Damien Codognotto (OAM), the
organiser of last year’s very successful run has handed the
organising of the Melbourne event back to the MRAA.
I am heading the 28th Melbourne MRAA Toy Run organising
team as the Toy Run Organiser. The rest of the team includes
Rick van Zuylekom (MRAA Treasurer - TR budget), Kate
Donohue (TR Co-ordinator), Gavin Stilgoe (webmaster),
Anton Lange (marshals) and others. Dale (President) has
been running around all of this pulling a surprising number of
furry objects out of hats and really helping to drive some of
the enthusiasm we are getting from official circles.

June 19th (Sunday)
Ride to Kinglake. "B" class ride.
Departs Shell servo on Todd Road (Melway 42, H12) at 10am.
Ride Leader: Derek Clarkson (0404 053 463)
July 24th (Sunday)
Broadford Track Day. (See page 6 for details)

We have already been talking with several organisations
including Melbourne City Council, Yarra Trams, ProTech
traffic, TAC, Bikesales.com.au and several other
organisations who are keen to become sponsors. The
atmosphere in these meetings has been extremely positive
with all involved coming up with ideas and working together
to endeavour to resolve any issues that are thought of.

Monday Nights
Advocacy meetings, 1st Monday of the month at Bell’s Hotel,
Sth Melbourne, cnr Moray St and Bank St at 7pm
Tuesday Nights
Board Meetings, 1st Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm at Quist
Crt. All members welcome.
Events Committee, 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm at
Quist Crt.
4Bs, 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm at Quist Crt.
MRA HQ in Quist Crt, Dandenong for coffee and nibbles,
while we watch our own local home grown bike show Two
Wheel Torque on Channel 31.
Trivia nights are held at the Quiet Man Irish pub at 271
Racecourse Rd, Flemington. Our team usually meets at the
pub around 7:50pm. Just look for the helmets.

Friday Nights
Riders meet for coffee at around 6pm at the Bear Brass Cafe,
Southbank and usually finishes up around 9pm. It’s not an
MRA specific event. All riders are welcome.
The toy run takes a lot of work and effort from many individuals,
including marshalls (above) to make it a success.

Because we have started this process earlier than we had a
chance to last year, we are well on our way to a successful
run. We have several surprises in store that I would love to
talk about, but at the moment must keep under wraps until we
have them finalised. Damn, did I almost let that slip!
Suffice it to say things are looking very good and we are very
excited about it. I am endeavouring to release information as
soon as I can and we will be using the MRAA forums
(gnomeit.com/mra/forum), the Toy Run web site
(www.toyrun.org.au) and the MRAA web site
(www.mraa.org.au) to keep everyone apprised of important
announcements as they happen.
Stay tuned and upright,
Derek.

MRA HQ at Quist Crt, where you can drop in for a cuppa and pizza
and watch Ch. 31’s Two Wheel Torque bike TV show.
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Iron Butt Ride
27 Apr 2005
Like an awful lot of things, all seemed like such a good idea at
the time. A nice quick jaunt around Victoria, raise some money
for the 4Bs (Bent & Buckled Bikies Bureau), fill in some forms,
send off the fees and we’d all be part of the elite long
distance riders brigade - certified Iron Butt Riders.
After all, anyone should be able to travel 1610 kilometres in
under 24 hours. That’s only averaging 100 km/h for 16 hours.
That will give us 8 hours for refuelling, rest and food – all
pretty simple.
At one in the morning with the heated grips not working and
realising that I really do need new gloves, it no longer seems
quite as easy as I’d thought...
It had all started a few weeks earlier when Austin Webb had
decided that this would be a good way to raise some money
and enjoy (?) ourselves at the same time. When the subject
came up after an MRA Board meeting it all seemed so easy.
Discussions led to an organising meeting and it looked as if
we’d have a ridiculous number wanting to take part. Austin
had appeared on Channel 31’s Two Wheel Torque to speak
about the revival of the 4Bs and its role in assisting injured
riders and had mentioned the ride there. The initial
indications were that we’d have an excessive number of
people wanting to take part. In the end however the numbers
dwindled away and by the time we start it’s just four of us.
Even Austin had pulled out because of work commitments so
while we aren’t going to be raising much money it is still
going to be an experience…
A final call from Gavin confirming it was on has resulted in my
rolling into the Todd Road Service Centre near the Westgate
Bridge at 4.30 in the morning. An hour that I’m still not sure
actually exists! One familiar face is already there, Mark on his
CB900 Hornet. Shortly afterwards Gavin turns up on the
GTR1000 Kawasaki and Alan Zimmer on his Kawasaki
KLR650 chook-chaser (off road bike). At least with Alan
along my old R65LS BMW won’t be the slowest bike this
time. Alan has decided on the route and will be basically
leading the ride for most of the way. Actually it turns out that
having the fastest rider on the slowest bike is a very good
idea. It means that the pace that he sets is not so fast that we
have difficulty keeping up but also means that we don’t hang
around.
A bit of meet and greet as we wait for the clock to roll around
to 5 am. A couple of young blokes start talking to us and
promptly get roped into signing the start forms as further
witnesses. It turns out one of them lives only a street or so
away from Mark. It really is a small world sometimes.
Finally we leave right on 5 and my speedo light decides to
flicker on and off intermittently. Since there’s always
something that will go wrong I take this as a good sign and
assume that’s the only problem I’ll have for the trip.
Fortunately I’m almost right. A slowish start over the
Westgate, onto the ring road and off onto the Western
Highway. A pretty uneventful run up the freeway to Ballarat
with normal Ballarat weather – bloody cold. It doesn’t seem
long until at 6.30 am we’re pulling into the Mobil at Beaufort
for some fuel.. About 10 litres for 158 kilometres seems OK.

Best was Marks CB900 with 8.73 litres, worst was the GTR
with 10.18. I used 9.7 and Alan 10.03. This usage ended up
being pretty much the pattern for the trip. Average speed for
this leg was 98.75 – so far so good, we’re right on target.
Out of Beaufort and on to Ararat and the fog closes in. As we
come out of Ararat towards Halls Gap visibility drops way
down so I can barely see the tail light of the GTR 50 or 60
metres ahead. Still, it’s growing lighter and this fog should
burn off soon. Sure enough, the fog thins as we approach the
Grampians and we get a spectacular view. The sun rising
behind us lights up the mountains and I immediately feel
warmer. A little further on and I’m running behind Alan when
the largest grey kangaroo that I’ve ever seen bounds across
the road about 30 metres in front of the KLR. We all slow
pretty drastically just in case any more are following him but
he seems to be a lone male although we do spot one or two
more a little later.
On into Halls Gap for a coffee and a spot of breakfast. We
have to do a bit of searching before we find the open bakery
tucked away off the main road. We take a longish break here
and listen to Alan recounting stories of riding in Germany in
winter. By now the fog is definitely clearing and we make
pretty good time into Dunkeld and down to Hamilton before
we hit some rain coming to Portland. Fortunately the rain only
lasts a few kilometres and we pull into Portland at 10 O’clock
to fill up. Gavin’s new electronic speedo says it’s 433
kilometres (as does the Beemer’s – they agree to within a
tenth of a kilometre over the entire trip). A bit slower (86.6 km/
h average but that includes breakfast at Halls Gap). The
scenery here is typical Western Districts rolling countryside
– lots of sheep and a few cows. It’s very pleasant and quite
different to the thick forests around Halls Gap.
After Portland we head off for South Australia and Mount
Gambier. The clock goes back half an hour here but it seems
more like half a century as we start seeing numerous classic
cars coming the other way. Mainly 1950’s English – Jaguars,
Rileys, Rovers and numerous Morris Minors but with a
couple of pre-war Fords and a few Holdens and Valiants
thrown in. There are over a hundred in all (accompanied by
that important accessory of classic English motoring – an
RAA service van and tandem trailer – having owned Jaguars,
Rovers and Hillmans, I can vouch for its usefulness). Again,
nothing eventful except for Alan’s aborted attempt to pass a
B-Double; aborted because just as Alan pulls out to pass the
truck, the truck pulls out to avoid the RAA van and trailer
parked on our side of the road.
We push on through Nelson to Mount Gambier and decide
that we should make it to Bordertown before refuelling. The
pine trees around Mount Gambier give way to the grape s of
the Coonawarra and somewhere around Narracoorte we have
a quick stop to fertilise the vines. (Not the first stop that
Alan’s had to call, but the only one that’s contributed to a
2004 vintage Coonawarra Cabernet). Into Bordertown and a
bite to eat first and a break before we refuel and pull out at
half past one (SA time) or 2 O’clock (real time). That gives us
an average of just under 80km/h (including stops). That’s OK,
for 24 hours we need an average of about 68km/h, including
stops. The 110 km/h limit is a distinct improvement on Victoria
and we are making pretty good time. The temperature has
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risen to around 25 degrees C and it’s a lovely sunny day as the
vines flash past.

people in the streets and the service station is still open (just).
We fill up there but there’s no food left (at 20 past eight) and
after satisfying the curiosity of the local kids we decide that
we can get something to eat at Echuca. Despite the problems
with Gavin’s lights we still average 98kph from Ouyen to Boort.

The lads “fertilising” the vines.....

After Bordertown we turn north through mallee scrub towards
Pinnaroo. Lots of fun here with a nice open road, good surface
and absolutely no traffic. The 135k to Pinnaroo flashes by very
quickly. Alan is making the running on the KLR. He’s running
flat out the whole way and is into the redline in top most of the
time. Another toilet break at Pinnaroo where we have a
conversation with a 4WD owner who thinks we’re a bit mad but
wouldn’t mind trying it on his Triumph Daytona sometime. We
head off again towards Ouyen but about 10 kilometres out the
KLR stops. All that flat out running has taken its toll & Alan is
out of fuel. Personally I think it’s the time change going forward
half an hour – that’s half an hour’s extra fuel he’s used… We tip
the bike over on its side and bounce it around a little to get the
fuel over to the other side of the tank. It finally starts up and we
resume the trip at a more leisurely pace into Ouyen. The slight
delay was a blessing in disguise as a few kilometres further on
we pass a policeman with a radar gun sitting back among the
bushes. Fortunately he didn’t park closer to the SA border.
Refilling at Ouyen, we take off again at a little after 5 pm. That
gives us an average for Bordertown – Ouyen of around 109km/
h (including breaks). We’re still on target. A short delay when
we get to the intersection of the Sunraysia highway. The
intersection has been changed and isn’t signposted. There’s a
mileage board a little further on so we wait while Gavin rides on
and checks that we’re taking the right turn for Birchip. By now
the light is fading and we realise that Gavin appears to drop
back to parking lights intermittently. We stop to fix it and realise
that this is a problem His fuse has blown but the fuse holder
has melted and the fuse doesn’t stay in. After some attempts to
tape it in and wedge it in his headlight flasher is taped on
(fortunately it’s on a different circuit) and some tape placed
across to mask the high beam a little. It’s only afterwards that
we realise that the town where this happened is called Speed.
This leads to the conclusion that Speed doesn’t kill – it only
puts your lights out!
Into Birchip and turn left for Wycheproof. At Wycheproof we
were expecting to get fuel and a bite to eat. No luck. We find a
shop open but no fuel. The next town is Boort and when we ask at
the shop about the possibility of getting something there we’re
told, “Nah mate, nothing’ll be open in Boort”. Oh well, it’s only
another 60 k from Boort to Kerang so we should make it. We get to
Boort and find the town is jumping. Unlike Wycheproof which
appeared to be dead, the pub and clubs are going full bore, there’s
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Alan, Tony and the Prince of Darkness at Portland..

By now we’re getting hungry and it’s starting to get cold. We
head north to Kerang and turn down through Cohuna and
Gunbower arriving at Echuca at about half past ten with an
average (including stops) of 80kph – still right on target for
an early arrival. We’re all feeling quite fresh and pretty much
wide awake. The Mobil roadhouse at Echuca has plenty of
food (even if it is all deep fried) and we refill both ourselves
and the bikes. Alan snaffles the last spring roll and most of
the dim sims and disappears to the toilet before paying,
leaving the friendly women behind the counter a bit confused.
While we’re having coffee a local indigenous gentleman
wanders in looking a bit the worse for wear. He chats with the
women behind the counter and wanders out. After he leaves
one of the women warns us to keep an eye on the bikes. It
appears that this gentleman is a bit odd and can get a little
irrational. She worries that he might try to push the bikes
over. Fortunately he spots Gavin outside having a cigarette
and wanders off into the night. We discuss a new nickname
for Gavin. It’s either Beelzebub or Lucas, both being Princes
of Darkness. We finally settle on Lucas – Prince of Darkness;
a familiar expression to anyone who’s ever had anything to
do with old English motorcycle electrics.
From Echuca we’re on the home straight. The initial plan was
to go through Shepparton to Benalla and home down the
Hume Highway. After we do some rechecking of distances
we calculate that we don’t need to do this. In fact by going
through Benalla we’ll cover over 100k more than we need and
can just head straight down the Goulburn Valley Highway.
After some more discussion we realise that this will cut it a
little too close and decide to still go through Shepparton but
join the highway at Euroa. We get to Shepparton without a
problem but somewhere on the Benalla road we miss the main
road to Euroa. A little further on we see a sign saying Euroa
and Alan turns down it. By now it’s getting very cold. This
road starts degenerating significantly until it’s a single lane
road. Unfortunately the sealed section of the road is the same
colour as the gravel verges and without white lines or
reflective markers it makes for a very interesting run. The
sealed surface also starts to degenerate and at one point I hit
some longitudinal ruts which make the Beemer shake its head

severely. While not quite developing into a full-on tank slapper,
things got briefly rather interesting. Fortunately we got to Euroa
without any real mishaps although Alan now deserves the
nickname “Goat” after the track he led us down.
Finally, onto the Hume Freeway for the last run home. By now
the second problem I had for the trip arises. My heated grips
have blown their fuse and I’m beginning to realise that my old
gloves are no longer up to the job of keeping my hands warm.
It’s around here that I realise that I do miss the old K series with
the nice big fairing. The R65 has run beautifully and the seat
has stayed pretty comfortable but I’m getting bloody cold.
Finally the roadhouse at Seymour comes into view and at half
past twelve on the Sunday morning we pull in. With stops and
detours we’ve still averaged 92 kph for the last stretch. Now
we’re only a little over 100k from home and we’ve got four and
a half hours to do it in. After a fairly lengthy coffee break we
take off for the longest 100k I’ve ever done. Fully as cold as the
BMW Club’s Icicle Ride, the last bit into the city is the hardest.
Alan decides to take us off onto the new Craigieburn bypass at
Cooper Street but I miss the corner so have to go on for nearly
a kilometre before I could do a u-turn. Having copped several
red lights I get back only to find that the others have decided
that I’m going in via Sydney Road and gone on ahead.
Down to the Ring Road on my own past the light show on the
new road and onto the Tullamarine Freeway and back to Todd
Road. I arrive only a few minutes after the others (having
travelled 2 kilometres further). The final fuel receipt reads 10
past 2 am. Twenty One hours and 10 minutes for a distance of
1651 kilometres. We’ve done it… Our overall average speed
was about 77.5 kph and our actual on road average (according
to Gavin’s flash new computer speedo) was 102.8 kph. We refill
and chat for a bit and all agree that we could have done it a lot
faster and easily gone on for another 4 hours. We’ve done a
ride through an amazing variety of Victorian countryside; the
rolling pasturelands of the Western District, thick forests in the
Grampians, miles of pine plantations near Mount Gambier, the
vineyards of Coonawarra and the mallee scrub and arid semidesert of north-western Victoria. What surprises me is that I
can actually remember it and it hasn’t just blurred into one long
painful experience. Would I do it again – definitely, but in warmer
weather and with new gloves and preferably on a nice new
BMW.
That’s when I find out that I get to write the report and submit
the paperwork!

•

That there has been a problem with the front facing
cameras not being able to pick up all number plates, due
to damage to the number plates etc. It is for this reason
that rear-facing cameras are being developed. These are
still in the testing stage and there is as yet no time line in
place to activate them. Rear facing cameras have opened
the possibility of tolling motorcycles as well.
• That it is Citylink’s intention that if it can be shown to
be profitable, then they will at some stage toll
motorcycles.
• That a business case stating profitability / safety has to
be put forward to Citylink Management in order to
justify tolling motorcycles. If it is shown not to be
profitable, then it may not be implemented.
• The MRA was the only group that expressed its
opposition to tolls.
Concerns expressed by the rider groups were:
• A lack of breakdown services for motorcyclists.
• Air quality issues within the Burnley and Domain
tunnels
• Lack of suitable technology to allow fair and equitable
charging of motorcyclists.
• Concerns about how interstate travellers are charged for
using Citylink and the fine structure due to their
unfamiliarity with how the system works
• Concerns about the amount of debris that gets dumped
on Citylink roads and the hazards that this presents for
motorcyclists.
Transurban reps “noted” the rider groups’ concerns. Also,
when describing an improvement of service, it appears that
this is for the benefit of the shareholders, not the customers
of Citylink. The issue related to working around the problem
of not being able to read missing or damaged number plates.
Transurban was asked if motorcycle groups could have
input into its business plan that will be presented to the
government for approval. This request was declined, with
Transurban saying that this meeting was the only
opportunity for rider groups to have input.
This issue is being discussed by Board reps and members on
the MRA Forum website.
Rik van Zuylekom

Tony Ellis.

Citylink Meets with M/C groups
30th May, 05
On Monday, 30th May, Transurban (the operator of Citylink
toll roads) representatives met with reps from the Victorian
Motorcycle Union, MRA, Victorian Motorcycle Council,
BMW and Ulysses clubs to discuss the proposed tolls for
motorcycles.
Each group was given the opportunity to put forward their
views on the issue. Points raised were:
• That a concession deed signed between Transurban and
the State Government gives it the right to toll the Citylink
network and that.the pricing for all tolling fees need to be
presented to Government each quarter and approved

Riders assmebling for the No Tolls Protest Ride. Dale Maggs addresses
the gathering
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FNPs (Front Number Plates) & common sense
Why is the NRSS (National Road Safety Strategy) so short of
motorcycle safety interventions? How did a proposal for
Front Number plates make it in? How come better
suggestions didn’t?

ATC (Australian Transport Council)
John Anderson Deputy Prime Minister &
Federal Transport minister
Peter Batchelor Vic Minister for Transport
+ other state transport ministers

In recent years motorcyclists have formally submitted 5
proposals to government on how to improve motorcycle road
safety:
1)

Speed (inappropriate)

2)
3)
4)
5)

Training
Unriders
Roads
Motorist Awareness

SCOT (Standing Committee on
Transport
David Anderson Vic Roads CEO &
CEO’

Then when nothing happened motorcyclists added a sixth
proposal which asked for a National Motorcycle Safety
Strategy. Motorcyclists did this via the ATSB’s (Australian
Transport Safety Bureau) Motorcycle Consultative
Committee. We did this consistently, made sure it was
minuted clearly and were very vocal. We followed up each
meeting and then followed up with the minister. We even got
a federal review of safety to recommend a national
motorcycle safety strategy!

NRSS Panel
Peter Keogh Vic Police
(members of this panel
nominated by Transport Minister)

The ATSB ConCom minutes are presented to the NRSS
committee where our rep was very vocal. Then the whole
issue went to a special panel of the NRSS which has no
motorcycle members. This panel recommends what items to
put into the NRSS. This then goes to SCOT (Standing
Committee on Transport) and then finally to ATC (Australian
Transport Council).
Motorcycle members were most disillusioned in the process
when we got a comment back from the NRSS review which
suggested that motorcycle safety was an intractable problem.
What about all the great suggestions? Why weren’t they
actioned? It seems they fail to get beyond NRSS panel or are
rejected at SCOT. The FNPs make it through because the
police sit on a key panel and support the concept.

NRSS (National Road Safety Strategy)
Committee
Guy Stanford AMC (Australian Motorycle Council)
Eric Howard Vic Roads Road Safety Manager &
Peter Keogh Vic Police

We’ve just had a meeting with the Vic Transport minister.
He’s advised us he is not opposed to the idea of a National
Motorcycle Safety Strategy… but it’s never been presented
to him. He’s happy to raise it at ATC. We believe the other
ministers are likewise not opposed to the idea… or many of
the ideas we have presented but have never had any of the
suggestions put to them.

ATSB (Australian Transport Safety
Bureau) Motorcycle Consultative
Committee
AMC: MRA & motorcycle reps from most
states

Obviously we need a way of ensuring that good suggestions
make it into the NRSS. The solution we have identified is a
National Motorcycle Safety Strategy. We feel if the
government undertakes safety interventions in an objective
manner we are most likely to get a meaningful approach to
motorcycle safety. We also feel that interventions with higher
safety outcomes will be used in preference to FNPs…
because with a plethora of much better interventions based
on objective evidence FNPs will simply fall by the wayside.
Michael Czajka
MRA Road Safety & Research Officer

Motorcyclists
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June QGM

responsibility and that any fee charged motorcyclists should
be fair and reasonable. (He would not be drawn on what a fair
and reasonable fee was).

28th May, 05
Treasurers Report:

Toy Run

$1,776 in account – all bills paid and $2-3,000 to come in from
advertising revenue.
Letter from VicRoads confirming Wendy Taylor as our
representative on the Road Safety Reference Group.

A lot of discussion took place around the Toy Run. The
meeting carried a motion that MRAA Policy is that the
Melbourne Toy Run column moves in one uninterrupted
group. Damien will write up the formal policy on this.

A lot of correspondence has been received from members
regarding Wire Rope Barriers, particularly in Gippsland and
the Calder Highway. Photos showing that they have been
placed so close to the road that there is not enough room for
a car to pull over.

A new Community Service Announcement video is to be
filmed this year. Dale stated that he has spoken to Steve
Vizard on this subject and we may have his support. The Toy
Run location will be Latrobe Street again with use being
made of Flagstaff Gardens for entertainment, breakfast etc.

Dale and Michael Czajka addressed this topic in their meeting
with the Minister. Dale has suggested that Engineering
Guidelines must be changed. The recommendation was made
that a form letter be produced for the newsletter/web site so
those members can register their concern with the Minister.

GP Run.
Meetings with City of Casey and bass Coast Shire (Phillip
Island) Bass Coast will pay for lunch for the riders. The run
will leave Cranbourne at 10 am and get to Cowes for a
barbecue from 11.30 onwards.

The Advocacy Committee will follow up on the form letter.

After the 30th anniversary Stone ride to PI, Dale spoke to
Sandy Harbutt (the producer) who has given us the rights to
use the movie for GP. A 400-seat venue is available and it’s
proposed to offer the movie and a meal for $25. 80. A
motorcycle tour group has already reserved seats.

A letter was received from Judy Caulfield concerning junior
off-road recreational licensing. Her son was booked for riding
without a licence while accompanied by his father. The
meeting resolved to contact both the Minister and the
Opposition spokesman concerning this subject.

Blue Ribbon Foundation

A lot of correspondence is still coming to old address and to
previous board members. A card will be printed that can be
mailed out to Councils, Departments etc. giving current
contact details and board members.

DJ attended the only meeting to date. They confirmed that
last year was OK and the route for this year is to be finalised.
Jason Smith, a transplant recipient and Blue Ribbon
Foundation beneficiary died the morning of the meeting. Dale
attended the funeral. Damien suggested that a standard
condolences certificate be drawn up for use by the MRAA.

Meeting with the Minister.
Dale and Detlef reported on their meeting with the Minister.
The $50 levy is to be reviewed in October. MRA suggested
that the motorcyclists share of the proposed safety fund
should replace the levy. Dale was pessimistic about it being
lifted. The Minister is only listening to one person on VMAC
(the chair Neil O’Keefe) rather than the majority feeling.
Discussion on this point followed.

Driver Awareness Ride
Rik proposed to resurrect the Driver Awareness Ride
followed by a rally at a site in the Goldfields area. Damien
spoke on the history of the ride and what the original aims
were.
Tolls

Damien stated that the MRAA needs to point out that
anything could have this applied – e.g. boats, 4WDs etc. The
potential is there for any minority group to have this imposed
“for its own good”. It is not being spent on ways productive
for us. Damien is organising a petition and has suggested a
demonstration to start in Elizabeth Street one Saturday
morning and people to then make their own way to
Parliament to present the petition. VACC are supporting us in
this. Damien has a “friendly” politician who will receive the
petition and table it in Parliament.

The meeting resolved that MRA policy was that there be no
tolls for motorcycles in Victoria. Tony Ellis to write this
policy up.
A further motion that the MRAA does not support tolls for
any vehicles in the State of Victoria was also passed.
Blood Challenge
Damien has retrieved the blood challenge honour board from
the Red Cross and it will be updated and presented each year
to the winning organisation to be hung in their headquarters.

Michael Czajka and Damien Codognotto are approaching
political parties for a position statement on motorcycle
issues. Front numberplates received an inconclusive
response from the Minister. The need was stressed to the
Minister that a National Road Safety Strategy was required
(Michael pointed out to the meeting that this would place
FNPs a long way down the priority list and effectively bury
any implementation)

The meeting passed the motion that Damien Codognotto be
reappointed Blood Challenge Co-ordinator for 2005-2006.
Canberra Ride
Damien spoke on the ride to Canberra to commemorate the
anniversary of the ride that got lights-on legislation repealed.
There is a meeting in June for organisers and the Board has
agreed to contribute a total of $250 towards the costs of the
MRAA representatives who will attend this meeting.

The subject of Tolls was discussed and the Minister agreed
that riders should not be charged photo processing fees
when the technology shortcomings is CityLink’s
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Dale Maggs preparing the barby to the sound of one of my
favourite tunes (Everybody’s Talkin’ by Harry Nilsson)
blasting from his ute.
The snags hit the spot nicely. But perhaps Shane knows
more about Dale’s cooking than the rest of us, coz he
shunned the bangers and went and bought fish and chips.
The rest of us will probably know by 3:00am this morning.
After the food, drinks and some lounging around the picnic
area it was off to our next destination, the Royal Enfield
motorcycle factory also in Kyneton.
There we were greeted by owner Graham, who showed us
around his factory (the bikes come in semi-knocked down
form from India) who patiently answered questions fired at
him about these interesting bikes he imports and distributes
Australia wide.
When Graham kindly offered test rides I expected he’d be
knocked over in the rush but surprisingly I was the only one
to take him up. So with the fearless AJ perched on the back
as pillion we took off on a blue Bullet 65 for a quick spin
around the countryside. My verdict? Not bad at all. I must
say that what this bike lacks in power (and brakes) it more
than makes up in character.

Membership Secretary
Gavin Stilgoe has offered to take on this role while Mick is
incapacitated. Anton Lange will assist.
Discussion took place around memberships and it was stated
that we are getting a lot of membership enquiries as a result
of recent activities. Membership has risen by approximately
20% since the last QGM.
Telephone
The office phone will be redirected to Gavin’s home number
as Marcie has agreed to take incoming calls for the MRAA.
Dale Maggs presented accounts for reimbursement of $200
for phone calls made on the MRA’s behalf.
Advocacy
Michael Czajka spoke on the role of the Advocacy Committee
and urged members to become involved. Dale spoke on a
new barrier being used, which appeared to be more
motorcycle friendly.
Other Organisations
Rik presented a motion regarding recognition of other
organisations, which was passed unanimously. That the
MRAA only recognises organisations that are
democratically elected as representing their members.

Kyneton Meet and Greet Ride
Sunday 29th May, 2005
I arrived at the Todd Road servo meeting point to find about
25 bikes and riders had ignored the weather forecast,
determined to enjoy a ride on the last official weekend before
the start of Winter. They were rewarded with a great ride,
being sunny for the most part and not a drop of rain all day.
First stop was the Bulla car park across from Tullamarine
airport. George wasn’t sure if he should believe us that
planes really got that low as they fly overhead to land. A few
minutes later he was no longer a sceptic.
Yes, Anton. It DOES go harder than an XJ-900...

Next stop, Lancefield, a fuel stop for some, a chance to
stretch the legs and/or smoko for others.

By this time of the day a few of us were pining for a caffeine
fix so it was agreed we head back to Melbourne with a
leisurely stopover in Woodend for coffee. This time it was
the coffee that hit the spot. Though the mystery of the
missing nose on Mick’s pink meringue pig will probably
never be solved.

I wandered into the local pub, which inside strangely looks
more like an art gallery than a place to drink, and found their
first floor veranda was a great place to take a shot at the ride
group down below on the street. I didn’t have a rifle so I took
a photo instead.

With the obligatory “now how will your pig smell?” joke out
of the way and after Anton began singing outside the bakery
it was decided that now would be a good time to call a
conclusion to what was a good day that was had by all. With
that, we bade our farewells and headed home. Thanks to all
participants for helping make this an enjoyable day.

Nothing beats a biker barby....

After another regrouping stop we arrived at our destination,
a park in Kyneton. There we found the ever hard working

Tony Molina
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Motorcycling Road Hazard Report
I wish to report the following hazard to motorcyclists:
Council Contact Information
Council Name:
General Manager:
Contact Email:
Postal Address:

Location Details
Suburb:.............................................................................................................................
Street: ..............................................................................................................................
Reference: .........................................................................................................................
(eg. House or power pole number)
It is on the: .......................................................................................................................
(eg. Side of the road or direction of travel)
The hazard is: ....................................................................................................................
(eg. Distance from nearest cross street or landmark)
The problem is due to: ........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................

Action this hazard
Diagram or picture attached:

Yes

No

Comments and suggested action: ........................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
Please call me if you would like more detail on this hazard. Please also let me know when I can
expect a response from Council on what can be done about this hazard.

My name: ..........................................................................................................................
Phone: ..............................................................................................................................
E-mail: ..............................................................................................................................
Address:............................................................................................................................
w w w. m c c o f n s w. o r g . a u
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Membership Form
MEMBER RENEWAL
Member No:

PAYMENT METHOD:

______________
Cheque

Money Order

VISA

Master Card

Single $35.00
Family $52.50

Name on Credit card:

-ORNEW MEMBER

___________________________________

Single $40.00

Credit Card Number:

Family $57.50

[4 digits per column –20 digits max]

___________________________________

Full Name:

Address:

Expiry Date: ________ / ________

[Unit / Street No.]
[Street Name]

Signature:

[Suburb, Postcode]

___________________________________

AH Phone:

Please make cheques and money orders payable to:

MRA Australia

BH Phone:

We’d like to know whether members would use the
following service:

Mobile:

Do you have access to the Internet?
D.O.B: [d/m/yy]

Yes

No

What’s your internet connection speed?

Email:

28.8k
Occupation:

33.6k

56k

ISDN

Cable

Would you prefer to receive your
member newsletter electronically?

Bike Model:

Yes

No

Bike Make:

Thank you for your support!
Motorcycle Riders Association Australia
5/2 Quist Court Dandenong South VIC 3175
Ph: 03 9794 5504 | Fax: 03 9794 5509
Web: www.mraa.org.au | email: mraa@mraa.org.au
ABN: 28 703 101 330
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