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Contact the MRA (VIC)

Editor’s Note

PO Box 5227
Clayton VIC 3168
Tel: 03 9877-3004

The past twelve months have seen a lot of action behind the
scenes, as the reports in the last issue of Riders’ Advocate
and this one has shown.

ABN: 28 703 101 330
Patron: Professor Marcus Wigan,
FACS, FInstP, FICE, FIEAust, FAITPM, FCILT, MBCS, CEng, CPhys, CPEng,
Eur-Ing.

Tony and the lads have been busy liaising with governments,
both local, state and federal, to get a better deal for us.
While this may not necessarily mean cheaper rego or third
party insurance, which no other road user groups appear to
be getting either, it means that we are being taken more
seriously when it comes to policy formulation and the
granting of funds for safety programs and initiatives.

MRAA Board Members
President: John Karmouche
Vice President: Austin Webb
Secretary: Tony Ellis
Treasurer: Rik van Zuylekom
Membership Secretary: Anton Lange
Ordinary Board Members: Grant Delahoy, Wendy
Taylor

The MRA also has its detractors. This is unfortunate as a lot
of them are quick to criticise but are slow to put their hands
up when the real work needs to be done. This is a shame
because the MRA’s resources are constantly being stretched
to the limit and extra help is always needed.

Other Positions
4Bs Co-ordinator: Mick Dabbs (www.4bs.org.au)
Road Safety Reference Group Rep: Wendy Taylor
Blood Challenge Co-ordinator: DJ McCarthy
Newsletter Editor: Martin Taylor
VMAC Rep and AMC Delegate: Tony Ellis
Events Co-ordinator: Dale Maggs
Art Director: Paul Murphy
Email: mraa@mraa.org.au

Some say that they won’t rejoin the MRA or won’t sign up
in the first place because they don’t like the way that it’s
being run. The problem here is that we all have the ability to
give direction. The organisation is an incorporated
association. This means that by law it has to be run as a
democratic organisation (and not the lip service that
Australian governments pay to democracy). It has meetings
which all financial members can attend and have their say,
put forward motions; vote on motions, and so on. It is not
run by an autocratic and dictatorial cabal as some would
have you believe.

November 2008 QGM
The next Quarterly General Meeting (QGM) will be held on
Thursday evening 27th November 2008 at The Recreation
Hotel Queens Pde Clifton Hill, Melways Ref 2C E3
Meeting start time is 7.00pm

We’ve also copped a bagging in some of the motorcycle
magazines. Now, I’m not sure what their issues are with the
MRA but I get the idea that unless we’re causing chaos on
the roads with mass rides during peak hour traffic, or firing
off floods of abusive emails to anyone with an email
address who may or may not care, then for them the MRA is
simply not doing the job.

MRA Website: www.mraa.org.au
MRA Forums
The MRA has an online web based forum where you can get
involved in policy discussion, hear what’s happening, and so
on. Surf to: mraa.org.au/forum/modules/newbb/

Have a read of the reports from the various conferences,
some of the outcomes that have been achieved and what’s
coming up that the MRA is involved with. Then tell them if
they’re still not pulling their weight.

ARE YOU INJURED?
For free legal advice, phone Grace Placencio
MRA Official “Legal Eagle”, Public Officer and
Life Member

The Blood Challenge kicks off this month. Surf to the
website for more info as nothing was available at the time
of going to press.

Grace has represented injured riders for over 10 years,
and specialises exclusively in Personal Injury law,
including:
• Transport Accident Claims
• WorkCover Claims
• Superannuation Claims
• Medical Negligence Claims
• All Other Injury Claims

This is my final newsletter as MRA Newsletter Editor. I’ve
been doing the job since 2004 and I’ve enjoyed doing every
issue. Of course it has its challenges, but what job doesn’t?
Well, perhaps the mind numbing boring ones offer no
challenges but who wants to do them?
So, if you have a flare for editing other peoples’ words,
manipulating photos and graphics and tying them all into a
publication, then there’s a job for you here.

Suite 5, Level 5, 517 St Kilda Rd (opp. The Alfred Hospital)
Melbourne, 3004. Ph. (03) 9867-7769. Fax. (03) 9857-7750

See you on the roads. And hey, let’s be careful out there…

GRACE PLACENCIO DAVIES & COMPANY
LAWYERS
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President’s Report

Europe excludes motorcycling from EU
Mobility Week

As I look back over the last few months, a constant message
keeps being echoed by riders in the form of statements like,
“What is going on, nothing seems to be happening?” and
“Nobody cares about us.” Both these feelings are common
in most minority groups and unfortunately motorcycle
riders often tend to feel that they are “unloved”.

Why have motorcycles always been excluded from mobility
debates while they clearly contribute to improving citizens’
mobility, offering affordable and sustainable solution to
daily mobility needs? FEMA – the Federation of European
Motorcyclists’ Associations - does not have a clue.

Communication with riders is one of the greatest
challenges faced by both government and rider advocacy
groups like MRA(Vic). All too often the people doing all
the work, lobbying, attending meetings etc find it very
difficult to communicate with their community just exactly
what it is that they are doing. Summarizing what MRA(Vic)
has been involved in just this last few weeks is not easy –
given that it takes time away from our “day jobs” to put into
words what it is we have done.

The European Mobility Week is no exception to the rule,
with the worsening effect that EU messages are
disseminated not only in Europe, but worldwide and
initiatives taken as good examples by numerous
stakeholders. The European Mobility Week (September 1622, 2008) only presents motorcycles as a problem (http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHY-gZrhV3M), completely
overlooking them as a solution
(http://www.mobilityweek.eu/-Solutions-)

Since our last newsletter we have seen VMAC publish their
communiqué. This will be issued after every VMAC
meeting from now on. It is something which MRA (Vic)
pushed for and hopefully should stop the “veil of secrecy”
claims made by many riders about MRA (Vic).

While it is common sense that 2-wheelers help reduce
congestion (use of space), or else increase social inclusion
by offering an affordable transport alternative when all
other transport means are simply not an option,
motorcycling also offers clear advantages in terms of CO2
emissions as shown by the recently adopted CO2 taxation
scheme in Spain: over 80% of the motorcycle fleet gained
an exemption from taxation because of their high
performance in terms of CO2 emissions.

Our Secretary Tony Ellis and I recently attended the
Saferoads 2008 Conference. We were pleasantly surprised
to note that motorcycles are high on the agenda with many
of the conference attendees. Yes – they do care about us!
Anyone interested in finding out more should visit
www.saferoadsconference.com where you can read the
conference presentations. I made sure that our presence was
noticed at the conference by getting up and asking lots of
questions along with all the other riders who attended, and
we certainly made our presence known.

In road safety terms, as highlighted by all motorcycle safety
experts in the recent global ITF workshop on motorcycle
safety:
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/jtrc/safety/
Lillehammer2008/lillehammer08.html)

Meetings have been frequent over the last few months. We
have secured sponsorship from the TAC for the Toy Run on
14th December. We have met with Minister for Ports and
Roads Tim Pallas and he has promised (amongst other
things) to get Front Numbers Plates resolved this year. I
have been invited to speak to a Victorian Police Conference
titled Vision 237 in November. This invitation came about
from regular monthly meetings between Assistant
Commissioner for Traffic Ken Lay and I. Ken has asked me
to suggest to them ideas which VicPol can utilize to reduce
the Motorcycle Toll. My approach will be to take the ideas
that evolved from the Motorcycle Summit and suggest ways
that the police can best achieve their goal by taking a lateral
approach to motorcycle riders.

integrating motorcycling into transport policies - hence,
mobility debates - is the only efficient way to ensure that
motorcyclists are rightly taken into account in all safetyrelated fields (infrastructure, human behaviour, training). At
a time when Europe keeps on claiming that it wants to
“reduce by half the number of fatalities on roads”, FEMA is
more than astonished by this lack of consistency between
European policies.
As is often the case, Europe speaks a two-tongue language:
on the one hand, it singles out motorcyclists in the road
safety debate (always using gross and absolute statistics)
and calls for the usual limitative and restrictive measures
such as limiting access to driving licences. On the other
hand, it completely ignores the most elementary measure of
all: to consider motorcycling as part of the transport mix
and rightly take its advantages into account.

Most important, to me at least, is seeing less motorcycle
rider fatalities and injuries. My message to everyone is “talk
to each other about safety”, make sure that by sharing our
common experiences so that we may stop others from
“getting into trouble”, make sure we all wear the appropriate
protective clothing and most importantly that we all take
responsibility for our own safety.

By mixing debates (mobility/environment; safety/
environment), Europe not only disseminates incorrect
messages, but it also creates a lack of understanding and
defensive attitude from citizens who only want to be fairly
taken into consideration.

On a final note, what is it that you want from MRA (Vic)
over the next year? Why not email us – we are happy to hear
from anyone, be they an MRA member or otherwise. If you
have a proposal which is sensible, achievable and in the
interests of the motorcycle community then we will do our
best to pursue it.
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VMAC and Advocacy Report.

is a Brunswick resident and is across this subject. Whilst the
matters discussed were ideas and concepts for Moreland,
some proposals are operating in Europe and he suggested
innovative options for an inner city region like Moreland.
The City of Sydney has a Motorcycle and Scooter Strategy
and Action Plan: 2008-2011 in place. For Moreland there
are a range of options we can consider, especially innovative
parking ideas, which would encourage residents to move
from cars to the motorised or electric two wheeled scooters.

The past quarter has been an interesting one. Outcomes from
the National Motorcycle Safety Summit are still being
worked on. Discussion was delayed until after Ray Newland
(FCAI) and Shaun Lennard (AMC) returned from the OECD
Motorcycle Safety Summit in Norway so that the outcomes
could be incorporated. Work is now proceeding on an action
plan from the summit. A small sub-committee was formed to
produce this.
It was hoped that this could be out shortly; however the
sudden illness of Ray Newland may mean a further delay.

Unfortunately the outcomes of this meeting were a little
overshadowed by the VACC media release about the use of
bicycle lanes by small scooters so that the ensuing interview
by the local media focused virtually entirely on this subject.
It appears to have had a positive effect however as following
the initial article http://moreland-leader.whereilive.com.au/
news/story/lane-share-row/ and a further explanation of the
issues in the subsequent edition the reader response was
overwhelmingly in favour. It has led to positive contact with
the Brunswick Bicycle Users Group and I am meeting
shortly with them to examine areas of mutual interest and
benefit that we could work together on. Hopefully our patron
Prof Marcus Wigan will be accompanying me as he has
extensive experience in planning for both bicycles and
powered two-wheelers.

In general the outcomes from the Norway summit were
pretty much the same as those from the local one. A need for
more and better data around motorcycling – not just crash
data – and a pressing need to review the nature of training
required being priority issues.
Locally, we have met with the Minister for Roads and Ports
again and pressed him both on the front numberplate issue,
on GST for protective clothing and on road space issues.
Unfortunately the front numberplate issue – while dead for
all intents and purposes since several jurisdictions have
rejected it – still awaits disposal of the corpse by the NTC.
It was pointed out to the Minister that while items such as
airbags and seatbelts are GST exempt, motorcycle safety
gear is not. The Ministere has stated that he will ensure that
the issue of GST on protective clothing will be taken up as a
priority part of the states submission into reform of the
taxation structure.

Many of the projects at VMAC are now starting to come to
fruition. Probably the most important for the long term is
the Motorcycle Transport and Safety Strategy which will
replace the current Safety Strategy. This is an Australian
first in that motorcycles will be considered as transport –
not as a safety problem. The aim is that the strategy should
attempt to incorporate the advantages of motorcycles as a
means of transport. This will entail reviewing a lot of the
things we have been asking for in terms of road space usage
such as bus lane use, advanced stop lines etc.

Discussion also took place regarding the use of bus-lanes by
motorcycles and in particular use by powered two wheelers
of the peak-hour Eastern Freeway bus/taxi lane. The response from both the Minister and VicRoads has been very
positive and I will be continuing to push this.

Other projects coming to fruition from VMAC are the
“Education and Community Policing” and the “Assisted
Rides” projects The Education and Community Policing has
been the subject of much misinformation and distortion
since a garbled version was leaked out. The project does
require the addition of 10 new police bikes, but they are to
be paid for out of the police budget as their contribution.

We also have an excellent motorcycle advocate in the
Parliamentary Secretary for Transport – Martin Pakula MLC.
Martin has specific responsibility for motorcycle issues and
has taken it very seriously, meeting with riders and putting
issues before the Minister.
Road space issues have been at the forefront this month. I
initiated a meeting with the City of Moreland. Perry
Stephens, MRA member, Ulyssian and member of Inner
Northern RoadSafe accompanied me to a meeting with the
Mayor, the Executive Officer and the Transport Planner of
the City of Moreland regarding the development a potential
motorcycle transport and safety strategy for the City of
Moreland. It was a very productive and enthusiastic meeting
and I am working on strategic guidelines before I meet with
them again. Among the issues discussed were road maintenance, sharing of road space, parking and the general encouragement of powered two wheelers. One of the outcomes is
that the Mayor will be undergoing training with HART to
obtain his licence. Following are the mayoral notes from the
meeting published on the City’s web site:

What the community policing project entails is a similar
concept to the UK’s BikeSafe programmes. http://
www.bikesafe.co.uk/. The education component will not only
entail rider education but will also involve educating police
traffic officers into a better understanding of motorcycling
and motorcycle issues as well (an initiative from the MRA).
The community policing programme has specific components again, not only aimed at improving rider behaviour but
it will specifically target car driver behaviour that can
endanger motorcycles as part of the programme. VMAC will
also be funding a full time analyst to gather information
regarding motorcycles as part of the project. At the MRA’s
suggestion, it is probable that elements of the UK’s “Red
Card” programme will be incorporated as well – although
probably under another name to “localise” it. This works as
follows:

Meeting with Motor Cycle Riders Association
On Thursday 25 September, I met with motorcycle riders to
discuss how to make Moreland a motorbike and scooter
friendly locality. Tony Ellis, the Secretary of the Association
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As part of the Safer Rider scheme, bikers who are pulled
over by police could be handed a red or yellow card. The
yellow card is given for minor offences that warrant advice
from police, but not prosecution. Like a yellow card in
soccer, it is a warning. This would be given if a motorcyclist
is spotted riding carelessly but not dangerously enough to
warrant being prosecuted and with advice could change their
riding and stay safe. The yellow card encourages riders to go
for further training through approved training bodies.
The red card is handed over for more serious offences. This
is a “sending off”. The rider will be given a choice of
attending a rider improvement course or being prosecuted. If
the rider picks the course option they won’t have to pay a
fine or get penalty points on their licence. Instead they will
attend an all-day course of theory and practical riding at their
own expense. The course is run by Drivetech (UK), on
behalf of Thames Valley Police.

Cycling remains a marginal activity in Melbourne, with the
2006 census showing 1.3% rode to work, up from 1% in
2001.
The Brumby Government spent $72 million over 10 years on
cycling programs and infrastructure, Roads Minister Tim
Pallas said, “the biggest injection of funds to cycling in
Victoria’s history”.
We’re being told motorcyclists are about 2 - 3% of road
users and at last count were close to 1% of metropolitan
commuters so why aren’t we getting proportional funding
because more of us are killed and injured each year - yet we
are being forced to pay for our own safety.

The “Assisted Rides” project is based on the successful
Yarra Ranges assisted rides programmes that have been run
over the past few summers. It will entail approximately
2,000 riders being given the opportunity to participate in
small group structured rides in areas such as the Yarra
Ranges. This will be aimed at assessing and improving their
on-road riding skills and experience. The project will also, in
another world first, conduct long term analysis into the
effectiveness of this training and will examine ways to
improve it.
VicRoads will be spending over $200 Million on road
upgrades over the next three years. As part of these upgrades,
motorcycle and scooter safety will be considered as an
integral part – not as an afterthought. It will include barrier
treatments, sealing of bell mouths, signage etc. all funded as
part of the normal road maintenance processes. This is a
major breakthrough and follows on from the levy-funded
blackspot treatments which are estimated to have reduced
crashes by up to 38% at locations where the work has been
carried out.

Vision 237
Achieving Results – Saving Lives
Rydges Hotel, Bell Street, Preston, 18th & 19th
November, 2008
Vision 237 to be held on 18th, 19th of November, 2008, will
bring together a host of road safety professionals from a
variety of different fields of road safety expertise. The aim
will be to discuss current enforcement issues and to chart
the pathway forward for Victoria Police in reducing the
incidence of road trauma in Victoria. The Assistant Commissioner TTSD will be the sponsor and host of Vision 237.

Ongoing issues are still those of roadside barriers and
furniture. Wire rope barriers (actually their supporting
posts) remain an ongoing concern. However trials are
ongoing at several locations of replacements for the dangerous posts and chevron signs which have caused more death
and injury to riders than WRBs. It is anticipated that ultimately VicRoads will replace the existing posts and signage
with frangible and flexible types. Barrier treatments such as
rubrails have been installed and some trials of WRB post
treatments are also in place.

Vision 237 will be conducted over one and a half days. The
Chief Commissioner and the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services will present on the first day with the
Chief Commissioner providing the opening address and the
Minister delivering the keynote speech.
John Karmouche, MRA (Vic) president will talk about the
issues from motorcyclists’ perspective.

The MRA remains opposed to the discriminatory safety levy.
We ask VicRoads why, if safety is the prime concern, there
is no levy on other road users such as (for example) younger
drivers whose safety record is considered problematical
enough to introduce strict new learner and provisional laws.

Day 1 Presentations will involve subject matter experts
presenting in the areas of Research on Enforcement, Speed,
Fatigue and Driver distraction. The first day will also deal
with the practical side of Enforcement: Speed Cameras,
Drugs and Alcohol, Trucks, the Region 4 experience associated with Operation Aegis 2 and NSW Traffic Enforcement.
The Role of the Media in Traffic Issues and TAC funding for
Enhanced Enforcement will also be covered.

It is also disappointing that all motorcycle specific programs
(with the exception of the TAC commercials) are funded
solely from the levy. Other vulnerable road users are funded
directly.

On the evening of the first day there will be an informal
dinner at Rydges, Bell Street, Preston where Guest Speaker,
Dennis Pagan former AFL coach of North Melbourne and

In an article on October 14th, The Age wrote:
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Carlton Football Clubs will offer some words of wisdom in
regard to team work and motivation.

10th MRA Cranbourne GP Run

The Minister for Roads will provide the keynote speech on
the second day which will be followed with presentations on
issues in regards to Motorcyclists from the President of the
Motorcycle Riders Association of Victoria and Acting Snr
Sgt Peter Bellion, Victoria Police.

13,000 plus motorcyclists attended the 10th annual GP Run.
We rode with police control to the Grand Prix on Philip
Island with the mayor of Casey in the lead behind the Police
solos.
Even though there were an insufficient number of marshals,
the gathering of the motorcyclists went well and without any
incident.

Expected outcomes from Vision 237 include:
Establish the nexus between research and practise.

The wave off was at 10 O’clock by Liesel Jones assisted by
Josiph, the 10 year old boy from Variety

Develop a strong sense of purpose and acknowledge the
importance and commitment of traffic police professionals.

All in all the ride was again a great success and finished
without any incident.

Networking and the sharing of information and practise
notes.

Anton Lange

Develop a regional commitment to traffic enforcement
action and activities.

Federal Govt Declares Powered Two
Wheelers Official CO2 Emission Winner
President of the Motorcycle Riders Association (Vic), John
Karmouche, today applauded the fact that a report issued by
the Federal Government looking at CO2 emissions identifies that motorcycles and scooters do best when compared
to all other vehicles - accounting for 3.2% of the vehicle
fleet but only 0.3% of emissions.
The public discussion paper issued recently titled, “Vehicle
Fuel Efficiency, Potential measures to encourage the uptake
of more fuel efficient, low carbon emission vehicles” looks
at the entire national vehicle fleet and identifies powered
two wheelers as clearly the most environmentally friendly of
all motor vehicles.

Leisel and Joseph wave off the GP Run

Motorcycle organizations across Australia have been
campaigning for recognition of this fact for many years.
MRA (Vic) will contribute to the submission of a formal
response to this paper via its membership of the Australian
Motorcycle Council (AMC). AMC is the overarching
national body through which all state rider lobby groups deal
with the Federal Government.
The paper goes on to say: “Strategies to address the safety
and functionality concerns relating to very light vehicles
(including motorcycle and scooters) through the provision
of appropriate safe infrastructure or reform of road rules
may support more widespread uptake of very light vehicles.”
The MRA (Vic) urges both State and Federal governments to
take heed of these comments and to urgently move to
reform road rules and infrastructure to safely allow powered
two wheelers to maximise their inherent advantages.

Austin and Tony, ever the media/personality hogs with the Mayor of Casey,
Cr Janet Halsall

The Federal Government paper is available at:
http://www.environment.gov.au/settlements/transport/
publications/pubs/vfe-paper.pdf
For further information contact:
John Karmouche or
Shaun Leonard, AMC Chairman - 0417 396 835
Email: lennards@southcom.com.au
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It's the 31ST RUN, so come on down,and it is looking like
being the biggest and best so far! Also, there will be a
limited run of Toy run Badges available, so first in, best
dressed...

What’s On
On Your Bike for Kids
The ride will leave from Tungamah Hotel at approximately
9.30 am. The journey will take you to Winton, Greta West,
Myrrhee, Edi Upper, Oxley before stopping at Milawa
Cheese Factory for Morning Tea/cheese platter at around
11am.

Please bring a unwrapped toy for the children, games, books,
sporting goods etc.
Contact info :
0439 580 896
Email : editor@toyrun.org.au

From Milawa you will journey through to Whoroughly and
then onto Beechworth for lunch (pies and pasties) at the
famous Beechworth Bakery. After a short stopover you will
then continue onto Chiltern, Rutherglen and Corowa. A short
stop for wine tasting will be at Co-fields winery. Afternoon
tea comprising of Tea/coffee will be available at Pickled
Sisters. From here you will make your journey back to
Tungamah through Yarrawonga. Upon arrival back at
Tungamah Hotel enjoy one refreshment (beer/wine) from
the bar.

Bits and Pieces
Mayor of Moreland Shire Meets with MRA
On Thursday 25 September, the mayor of Moreland Shire Cr
Joe Caputo JP met with Tony Ellis to discuss how to make
Moreland a motorbike and scooter friendly locality. Tony
Ellis, the Secretary of the Association is a Brunswick
resident and is across this subject.

The ride may have now been completed but the fun has not
stopped for the day! Enjoy a BBQ Tea at the Tungamah Hotel
which will be served between 6pm and 8pm in the Beer
Garden. The night will include raffles, spinning wheel
competition and a mystery auction. At 8.30 “Room for
More” will make you want to sing along or get up and dance.

Whilst the matters discussed were ideas and concepts for
Moreland, some proposals are operating in Europe and he
suggested innovative options for an inner city region like
Moreland.
The City of Sydney has a Motorcycle and Scooter Strategy
and Action Plan: 2008-2011 in place. For Moreland there
are a range of options we can consider, especially innovative
parking ideas, which would encourage residents to move
from cars to the motorised or electric two wheeled scooters.

Contact info :
Rach Edis 0411 351 669
Email : rach.edis.bbbs@westnet.com.au
Cost: $55 Single or $90 with a pillion
Entry Forms with Entry Fee to be sent to:

Motorcyclists and Cyclists - can they co-exist?

“On your bike for Kids”

I’m talking to the Z owners club on Tuesday and have been
approached by the convenor of the Brunswick Bicycle Users
Group to discuss ways to work together. Marcus Wigan and I
are meeting with her in the near future. As this meeting is
past the newsletter deadline I’ll get a report to done for the
next publication.

c/o- Tungamah Post Office
Tungamah 3728 by 21st November.
All proceeds go to the Montana Crawford Trust Fund to
assist children with serious illness.
Myer Christmas Parade
15th November, starting at the top of Collins Street , CBD at
9.30am. The MRA will be participating in the ride. For more
info, contact Anton Lange. (contact details at front of
newsletter)
31st MRA Toy Run
Starting at 8.00 am Latrobe Street Melbourne
Assemble near Flagstaff Gardens.
Departs at 11am for Williamstown
This Toy Run is one of the oldest and one of the largest.
Attracting up to 10,000 riders it brings in groups from all
over Melbourne. Smaller Toy Run feeder rides assemble in
the outer suburbs of Melbourne before riding into the main
assembly area, before the main run heads off to
Williamstown.

Can Tony co-exist with this cyclist...

On Wednesday, 22nd October the launch of the new motorcycle safety advert occured. By now, you’ve all probably
seen it. More on this in an upcoming issue.
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Manage the Risks

Position Vacant

MRA (Vic) today joined forces with the TAC to
communicate the risks to motorcycle and scooter riders
who neglect to wear appropriate protective clothing.

Newsletter Editor.
The current newsletter editor is resigning after 4 years in the
job. Therefore the MRA (Vic) is seeking expressions of
interest from people who would be willing to give this
important role a go.

President of the Motorcycle Riders Association (Vic), John
Karmouche, today claimed that a minority of all riders were
making those “who are doing the right thing”, look bad.
Mr Karmouche said that “Riding a motorcycle is about
managing risks. Riders manage these risks successfully
every day but must be aware that by not wearing the right
gear that they are actually adding to their long-term risks of
injury”. This is particularly applicable to commuters and
those who ride short distances.

You will need the following:
* Excellent communications skills
* Desktop publishing experience or a desire
to learn.
* Good English and grammar skills
* Knowledge of Photoshop and Pagemaker
an advantage but not necessary. The
successful applicant may wish to use his
or her prefered software to produce the
newsletter.

Clothing Standards
MRA (Vic) is working in concert with other agencies such
as the Australian Motorcycle Council and the Victorian
Motorcycle Advisory Council (VMAC), on issues regarding
protective clothing and the possible introduction of a Star
Rating System. We want to see that riders are given the right
information and would prefer that they be left to choose
what they wear. A means of identifying the protective level
of clothing is essential.

The job will require you to gather all articles, to edit them as
required, to organise advertising through the responsible
Board member and to organise the printing of the newsletter
for distribution to the membership.

Toy Run Protective Clothing Expo – Sunday 14th
December 2008

Currently, the role takes up a few days every 3 months, but
this is usually spread over the period as new material arrives
for publication. Most of the work is usually concentrated on
final editing and mailout to the printers within the timeline
and deadlines usually dictated by the regular QGM announcements.

Motorcycle Protective Clothing manufacturers are being
invited to set up and promote their respective products at
the annual MRA Toy Run this year. We plan to offer a free
site at Williamstown, where the Toy Run ends, to any
manufacturer who wants to come along to display/promote/
sell their products.

The successful candidate will receive all files pertaining to
any future, current and past issues.

For further information contact:
John Karmouche , MRA(Vic) President – (03) 9877 3004
Email: president@mraa.org.au
Toy Run Expo Inquiries:
Austin Webb, MRA(Vic) Vice President – 0421 886 114

Please forward your application to:
Tony Ellis, MRA Secretary
PO Box 5227
Clayton VIC 3168

This is the newest MRA (Vic) logo that was designed by Board member Grant Delahoy. Since the
association’s “trading name” has changed from
MRAA to MRA (Vic) it has necessitated a new
“corporate look”.
Good work, Grant.
This is an ad that the NSW RTA ran recently. Quite appropriate
too. - Ed.
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Poster by Paul Murphy, artwork by Stevan Zoraja, DNA Integrated Communications
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