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The Motorcycle Riders
Association of Australia was

organization serving and
representing the interests
primarily of its member
Victorian motorcyclists while

AGM RESULTS – MARCH 2010

also supporting all
Australian motorcyclists.

The aims of the MRAVic
are the promotion of:
* ROAD SAFETY
* FAIR & SENSIBLE LAWS
* A BETTER IMAGE FOR
MOTORCYCLISTS
In attempting to further the
aims of the association,
MRAVic representatives
participate on various state
and federal committees
including the following;

Kerry Walt on MRAVic President 2010

VicRoads Road Safety
Reference Group, Victorian

Meet the new President.

Motorcycle Advisory Council
(VMAC), Australian
Motorcycle Council (AMC),
Standards Australia (Helmet
Standards), Motorcycle
Safety Consultative
Committee (ATSB),
Various Road Safe groups

Many of you will know Kerry as the face of the Toy Run, dressed as Santa and driving
a bright red Tuk Tuk, or leading the GP Run on his Harley.
Kerry is also the President of the National 3 Wheelers Association and participates in
many charity rides including Very Special Kids Day, the Toy Run and the Myer
Christmas Parade. With nearly forty years of riding experience and having ridden
everything from a Tora to a Harley, with 3.8 litre V6 trikes thrown in between, Kerry has
a wealth of bike experience to draw from. Kerry is a professional Motorcycle Tour
Operator.
We wish Kerry every success in his new
position.
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AGM RESULTS – MARCH 2010

MRAVic Needs You!
If you have an enthusiasm
for motorcycles, scooters
or trikes.
If you have a passion for
Powered Two Wheeler
road issues.
If you have a desire to
participate in the
organisation and running
of events such as the Toy
Run and the GP run.
Come to the MRAVic
th
QGM on the 18 of June
2010.
Venue details on
www.mravic.org.au

The MRAVic AGM was held on the 12th of March 2010 for members to
appoint a new board and to vote on two special resolutions, an official name
change from Motorcycle Riders Association of Australia to the Motorcycle
Riders Association of Victoria (MRAVic) and to make amendments to the bylaws allowing for a new class of membership (associate member).
Both special resolutions were carried by the membership and the new board
is as follows.
Kerry Walton
Grant Delahoy
Mick Doedee
Kim Davies
Barry Marks
Wendy Taylor
Tony Ellis

– President.
– Vice President.
– Membership Secretary.
– Treasurer.
– Secretary.
– Board Member.
– Board Member.

The resource committee is as follows.
Grace Placencio
Detlef Lamp
Allan Zimmer
Dale Maggs
Sandra Ramsay
Kim Davies
Barry Marks
Mick Doedee
Dan Rotman
Mick Doedee
Paul Murphy
Wendy Taylor
Tony Ellis

– Public Officer.
– Constitutional Advisor.
– 4B’s Chairperson.
– Roadside Furniture Expert.
– Club Liaison.
– Merchandise Officer.
– Editor, Riders Advocate.
– Blood Challenge Coordinator.
– Toy Run Coordinator.
– GP Run Coordinator.
– Eureka Run Coordinator.
– Road Safety Reference Group Representative.
– VMAC Representative, Road Safety & Research
Officer and AMC delegate.

st

31 MRAVic Summer
Blood Challenge
For the third year in a row
motorcyclists have won
the Summer Blood
Challenge.
This annual event runs
from the start of December
to the end of February and
is a challenge between
motorcyclists, Police and
Emergency Services
personnel.

The new board and resources committee would like to thank the previous
board for tirelessly promoting motorcycle advocacy, in particular, John
Karmouche and Rik van Zuylekom, who elected not to stand for formal
positions this year.
The MRAVic is an egalitarian association with motorcycle advocacy its main
aim.
MRAVic encourages all fellow motorcyclists to participate in all aspects of its
activities and to be involved in the organisation and running of events.
Additional resource committee members are always required so why not
consider putting in a bit of time?
Barry Marks
Editor
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Very Special Kids Day.

President’s Report
This is my first President’s
report under the MRAVic
banner although I have
done many President’s
reports under another
banner called the National
3 Wheelers Association Inc.
I have been President of
N3W for six years now since
the clubs inception. My passion for 3 wheelers is obvious to most
members but I do ride a motorcycle with 2 wheels, even though it has a
sidecar attached.
Now, let me introduce myself to those members that haven’t met me yet.
My name is Kerry Walton. My love of motorcycles started at about 13
years of age riding an old Vespa scooter around the paddocks next to my
house in Greensborough until I wrecked it for lack of ground clearance,
then buying a small new trail bike with my brother, it was a Tora or Toro
60 or 80cc from memory, correct me if I’m wrong.
Forty years have passed and I still love motorbikes, do your maths and
you will calculate that I am 53 years old (next week) to be exact. I have
many interests and they are far and wide from flying aeroplanes to
building and restoring old trikes and riding my 3.8 litre V6 BIG beast trike
around the traps. My business ventures are also extremely diverse and
challenging. Most members will know me as the official MRAVic Santa in
the Tuk Tuk from our Toy Run’s over the past years. I have been a
professional Santa for 10 years now. I also run a Harley Hearse service
that needs no explanation of what it’s used for. But most members would
remember or have seen my Harley FXR line up for the MRAVic GP Run
to Phillip Island leaving Cranbourne and leading that ride for 6 years now.
Continued on page 4.

Are you injured?
For free legal advice, phone
Grace Placencio, MRA Official
“Legal Eagle”, Public Officer
and Life Member
Grace has represented injured riders for
over 10 years and specializes exclusively
in Personal Injury law,
including:
• Transport Accident Claims
• WorkCover Claims
• Superannuation Claims
• Medical Negligence Claims
• All Other Injury Claims

Suite 5, Level 5, 517 St Kilda Rd
(opp. The Alfred Hospital)
Melbourne, 3004.

For some years now, the
Melbourne Branch of the
Ulysses Club has hosted
an annual Family Fun Day
for Very Special Kids and
their families. This event is
held in November at the
Cardinia Reservoir Park in
the Dandenong Ranges
area East of Melbourne.
In 2009, the official count
from Very Special Kids
was 31 families attending
with a total of 158
Individuals. Including all
the riders and other
helpers we would have
had over 200 people on
the day.
This paragraph from the
Very Special Kids website
will inform the reader
about Very Special Kids
better than I could….
“VERY SPECIAL KIDS is
a unique organisation that
supports families
throughout their
experience of caring for
children with lifethreatening illnesses, from
diagnosis through to
recovery or bereavement.
Such illnesses include
cancer, muscular
dystrophy, neurodegenerative and genetic
conditions and rare
syndromes. Sadly, many
of the children will not
reach adulthood”.

Ph. (03) 9867-7769.
Fax. (03) 9857-7750
GRACE PLACENCIO DAVIES &
COMPANY
LAWYERS
Continued on page 4.
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Very Special Kids Day
continued
Understanding that some
of the kids are not able to
ride pillion, many
members of the National
3 Wheelers Association
come along on the day
with their magnificent
trikes and outfits to be
part of the team. In
2009, Kerry Walton,
President of National 3
Wheelers, brought along
his Tuk-Tuk, imported
from Thailand and
decorated in Christmas
style. Kerry plays Santa
often and at the Very
Special Kids Day 2009
he did a great job. He
doesn’t even need a
Santa beard, he sports
the real thing.
There is no shortage of
members coming along
to help which is most
appreciated. We have
members doing face
painting for the kids (big
& small), cooking the
BBQ, ensuring the drinks
container is topped up,
marshalling, etc. Thanks
girls and boys! Also,
Andrew our DJ from
‘Heaps of Hits’
volunteered his services
on the day.
Following is an excerpt
from the recent Very
Special Kids family
Newsletter…..
“The Melbourne Branch
of the Ulysses Club once
again hosted a fabulous
fun-filled day for Very
Special Kids families on
Sunday 15th of November
at the Cardinia Reservoir.
Continued on page 5.
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I am often heard saying, “I enjoy a challenge in life”. None are more rewarding
yet demanding as President of this Association. I was asked by many members
and ex- Presidents to run for this role, as I was told that the MRAVic needs a new
face. Let me start with wishing my predecessor Mr John Karmouche all the best
in his future ventures and I thank him for the confidence he has in my
appointment to the MRAVic.
I welcome the new committee or board as we call them, and look forward to
working together with the same enthusiasm and to continue with the challenge
ahead. Wow, what a ride so far, 2 months have passed since the AGM and I
have been to more meetings than Kevin Rudd. I have attended a meeting with
the EastLink Authority concerning wire rope barriers or fences on their EastLink
roadway, a detailed report is on our website. I have also had a meeting with the
CEO of the TAC, tabling our “Connecting with Riders” document that John
authored and is endorsed by your MRAVic committee. Discussions like these
are a big step forward in improving communication between the TAC and the
MRAVic. A report is on our website. We have also sent out two media releases
(see page 15) with positive feedback and discussion about current issues. I have
met with Bev Brock the “patron” of the FFF (Fatality Free Friday) as it is known
by the authorities and media. This is a global road safety program that is on 28th
May and I encourage all members to get involved in, more details will be on our
website or in this newsletter.
With an exciting start I’ve already been misquoted by the Herald Sun under the
headline “Group call for tougher test for bikers - Mr. Walton said making it more
difficult to get a license to ride was among subjects discussed”! This was based
on a discussion, about how to encourage advanced rider training without forcing
it upon riders, at the TAC meeting. That meeting was a great opportunity to talk
more on rider to rider concepts and about their campaign last year as well as
future road safety programs and we hope to make this a regular occurrence.
I had several phone discussions about motorcycle fatalities with police reporters
and radio producers like 3AW and the ABC, to comment about the last four
months of fatalities and how we can prevent an increase on these numbers for
the remainder of the year. This is where my wording was taken out of context
and printed in the newspapers.
My role as your President is to re-build the bridges with all the Authorities and
Government bodies, to re-gain a professional level of status for your MRAVic and
to give positive acceptance and more credence for our current and future
MRAVic policies.
It is also my vision to increase our membership base to the thousands it once
was, to move with the times that our MRAVic is a force to be reckoned with and
heard by the political parties.
Lastly and before you all get bored I am personally effected by the recent
fatalities on our roads and my wish or goal is to one day see the ”zero”
motorcycle fatalities in the road toll for Victoria in a given year, PLEASE ride safe
out there and watch out for those damn cars.
Regards, and ride free always.
Kerry Walton
President Motorcycle Riders Association Vic.

Your rights under the Transport Accident Legislation
All “road-users” who are injured “out of the driving of a motor vehicle registered in
Victoria”, are governed by the provisions of the Transport Accident Act 1986 as well
as by Judge-made Law, otherwise known as Common Law.
So what does it all mean?
If you are injured in a transport accident which arises “out of the driving of a motor
vehicle”, whether you are a motorcycle-rider, a pillion passenger, a pedestrian or
car-driver, you will be entitled to compensation provided you meet the requirements
established by the Transport Accident Act.
Lump Sum pursuant to the “No Fault” scheme:Following an accident, you are entitled to receive 80% of your pre-accident average
weekly earnings for a maximum period of 3 years as long as you can show you had
been in continuous employment for at least 6 months prior to the transport accident.
If you have an impairment of 50% or more to your whole body, you will receive loss
of earnings until retirement. You are also entitled to “reasonable” medical and like
expenses indefinitely until retirement provided the expenses are approved and
warranted.
You may also be entitled to receive a lump sum for the permanent impairment to
your whole body provided your injuries have “substantially stabilised” which takes
between 10 to 18 months after the accident and provided you can show you have
suffered a permanent impairment of 11% or more. The higher the impairment
assessment, the higher the impairment pay-out will be.
A lump sum is payable to all those injured on the road, irrespective of fault and it is
paid pursuant to the “No Fault” provisions of the Transport Accident legislation and
there are no time limits in which to pursue a lump sum as long as a TAC Claim
Form has been lodged within 12 months after the accident.
Common Law Claim for Pain and Suffering and Loss of Earnings:In some circumstances, you may be able to sue at Common Law the negligent
party who caused the accident, whether it be another vehicle, VicRoads, or some
other wrong-doer provided you satisfy the requirement of “serious injury” and
provided you can establish negligence or fault.
The test of “serious injury” is a difficult one to satisfy and unless you have a 30%
whole person impairment, the Courts have already defined “serious injury” to mean
“a serious, long-term impairment or loss of a body function”, or “permanent serious
disfigurement”, or “severe long-term mental or severe long-term behavioural
disturbance or disorder” or “loss of a foetus”.
Assuming therefore that you can prove negligence or fault against another party
and assuming you have satisfied the requirement for “serious injury”, you will be
entitled to sue at Common Law for pain and suffering as well as past, present and
future economic loss and you will receive compensation pursuant to the principals
of Common Law, which is Judge-made Law, but the award of damages is governed
by the Transport Accident Legislation.

Very Special Kids Day
continued
This annual event is
extremely popular and
anticipated by many
families throughout the
year. This year, there
were 31 families who
participated, with a total of
158 people. The club’s
excellent co-ordination
made the day run very
smoothly. The weather
was just beautiful with
plenty of sunshine all day
long; the challenge was to
find a shady spot.
Parents and children were
treated to motorbike rides
that included sidecars and
trikes, face painting,
Cupcake the Clown
providing balloon making
and a magic show and a
BBQ lunch with
refreshments all day long.
Santa arrived after lunch
in his special wagon and
lolly bags for every child.
Feedback received from
families was very positive
with many eager to share
stories of the day with
friends, and excitement
about returning next year.”
Thanks again to the
wonderful people at
Ulysses and for Marlon
who offered to come on
the day and ride for Very
Special Kids and even be
recruited by Ulysses.
Members participating on
the day agree that this is a
very satisfying
experience.
It can be quite moving at
times but we look forward
to Very Special Kids Day
every year.

Continued on page 6.
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Pen’s Courage to
Change.
If the accident is partly your fault, you may still have the right to bring a
Common Law Claim, but the amount of damages or compensation you
receive, will be reduced by the percentage attributable to you for your own
fault or “contributory negligence” for example, failing to keep a proper
look-out, or driving too close to the other lanes etc. If you are worth
$500,000.00 for pain and suffering and economic loss, but you contributed
to your own accident, then your damages or compensation pay out could
be reduced by 5%, 10% or 25%, depending on the % attributed to your
own fault. If you are 25% at fault, your damages will be reduced to
$375,000.00. However, each case is decided on its own merits based on
the evidence to hand.
http://penscouragetochan
ge.com.au/travel-blog
Penny Holyoak and Judy
Ricardo, with support crew,
have hit day 41 of their round
Australia travels, Penny on a
Harley and Judy on a Triumph.
So far they have travelled
around Tasmania, headed west
from Melbourne through
Western Victoria, traversed
South Australia, crossed the
Nullarbor into Western
Australia, and sticking to the
coast, have made it all the way
to Darwin in the Northern
Territory.
At the time of writing this edition
they were just heading south
from Darwin.
You can catch up with the
gallant gals on their travel blog
listed above. It makes
fascinating reading.
Just goes to show, you can’t
hold a good woman down,
especially if she rides a
motorcycle and is a MRAVic
member.
Good luck for the rest of the trip
ladies!
I will continue to follow your
journey via the net and will be at
Phillip Island with many other
riders to escort you back to
Melbourne in June. MRAVic
riders are welcome.
Penny and Judy are raising
funds for Quest for Life.
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So what do you do in the event of an accident to protect your rights?

Of course, no-one ever envisages being involved in an accident, but if you
happen to be injured or you know of someone who has been injured as a
result of a transport accident, there are certain guidelines that should be
adopted and implemented to protect your rights and ensure your position
is not compromised in the event you wish to pursue a claim in the future.
Remember the following guidelines:1. DO report the accident to the Police as soon as it is practicable to
do so. If you cannot remember the circumstances of the accident,
then simply report that an accident occurred and do not provide
details of the circumstances and do not rely on other people to tell
you or to tell the Police how the accident occurred because it is
you and you alone that must remember the facts;
2. DO ask a friend or a relative to attend the scene of the accident
and take as many photographs as possible, such as “skid marks”,
“poor signage”, “faulty traffic lights”, “gravel on the road”,
“potholes”, “road works” etc. because the scene of the accident will
change over time and contemporaneous photographs are very
important and crucial to any potential Common Law Claim;
3. DO complete and lodge the TAC Claim Form as soon as it is
practicable to do so. You only have 12 months from the date of
injury to lodge the Claim Form and until it is lodged, the TAC will
not pay your medical and like expenses or your loss of earnings.
Read the Claim Form carefully and if you are not in a position to
read it, someone should complete the Claim Form on your behalf
and specify that they are doing it on your behalf. Remember
always that the TAC Claim Form is a legal document and if you
make mistakes in completing the TAC Claim Form, you will have
problems later on should you wish to proceed with a Common Law
claim in a court. Pay particular attention to question 8, where you
are asked to “describe the accident and draw a diagram”. If you
have no recollection of the accident or you are uncertain as to how
the accident occurred, do not draw the diagram. Also, pay
attention to question 30 on the Claim Form which requires you to
“list all the injuries suffered”. It is best to be general than specific
and try to cover as many injuries as possible including head injury,
generalised body bruising, internal injuries, psychological upset
and pain and suffering;
continued on page 7.

4. DO NOT provide a signed Statement to the TAC Investigator as you are
not obligated to do so. A Statement is also a legal document which could
be held against you later on in court if you happen to remember the
circumstances of the accident and suddenly the versions of events
changes. When in doubt, simply provide a Statement, but do not sign it;
5. DO NOT sign a Police statement if you are uncertain of the circumstances
of the accident. An unsigned Police statement could be useful, but it does
not bind you to legal proceedings later on and you will not be challenged if
you told the wrong information to the Police. More importantly, if the Police
asks you to sign a statement of which you are uncertain about, simply
refuse as sometimes, the Police also make mistakes in relation to the
circumstances of an accident;
6. DO consider if your accident occurs as a result of driving a motor vehicle or
motorcycle during “working hours” or an authorised recess, that you may
be required by law to also complete a WorkCover Claim form except in
journey accidents to and from work, which are only covered by the TAC;
7. DO report the accident to your treating Doctor as soon as possible, unless
you have been hospitalised in which case the Hospital would record the
date of injury;
8. DO seek legal advice. Most Lawyers who specialise in personal injury law
will be able to give you free legal advice for the first enquiry and remember,
ignorance of the law is no excuse in our legal system;
9. DO NOT waste time pursing the negligent party in paying your loss of
earnings or loss of wages, because the TAC will take the place of the
negligent driver and pay your entitlements;
10. DO pursue your own Insurance Company or the Insurance Company of the
negligent party, only in so far as the damage to your motorcycle and riding
gear are concerned, not bodily damage, which is governed by the TAC.
Rights other than TAC and WorkCover:If you are unable to work and it is unlikely you will return to work in the foreseeable
future, you may be entitled to lodge a claim under your own Superannuation Fund
for “Total and Permanent Disability” and receive a lump sum over and above any
benefits you may receive from the TAC or WorkCover, provided you have
Superannuation Insurance. Most people have it, but they do not know about it. –
When in doubt, phone the Superfund or ask your Lawyer.
Finally:As a general rule, the TAC will compensate and protect all injured road-users, but
the extent of the assistance will be limited to loss of earnings, medical and
rehabilitation expenses. If you wish to pursue a Lump Sum claim or a Common
Law claim for pain and suffering and economic loss, you are encouraged to seek
legal advice to protect your rights as it is your obligation to pursue your rights, not
the TAC to encourage you to do so.

MRAVic is constantly
meeting with various
Authorities to improve
conditions for its member
motorcyclists.
Check out these recent
meetings.
TAC meeting.
http://www.mravic.org.au/for
um/modules/news/article.ph
p?storyid=1852
EastLink meeting.
http://www.mravic.org.au/for
um/modules/news/article.ph
p?storyid=1838
Advertising.
Why not consider advertising
your business on the
MRAVic Website or in this
Newsletter?
Rates per edition are:
Full page

$300

Half page

$150

Quarter page

$90

Side bar

$60

Business card size $40
Reviews (business or
product profile).
Full page

$200

Half page

$100

MRAVic Website banner
advertisement.
12 months

$30

Grace Placencio

Please contact Barry Marks
to place an advertisement.

Personal Injury Litigation Lawyer and Public Officer of the MRA(Vic) Inc.

04319 00853
marksfam90@gmail.com
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Contact the MRAVic
PO Box 12905 A’Beckett Street
Melbourne VIC 3000
Phone 0401 214467
ABN 28 703 101 330
Patron:
Professor Marcus
Wigan, FACS, FInstP, FICE, FIEAust,
FAITPM, FCILT.

The Red Knights
International Firefighters Motorcycle Club

MRAVic Board members 2010:
President:
Kerry Walton
0417766555 president@mravic.org.au
Vice President:
Grant Delahoy
Secretary:
Barry Marks
Treasurer:
Kim Davies
Membership
Secretary:
Mick Doedee
membershipsecretary@mravic.org.au
Ordinary Board Members:
Wendy Taylor
Tony Ellis
Resource Committee:
Public Officer:
Grace Placencio
4B’s Coordinator:
Alan (Alois)
Zimmer
Merchandise Officer: Kim Davies
Road Safety Reference
Group Rep:
Wendy Taylor
Blood Challenge
Coordinator:
Mick Doedee
Constitutional
Advisor:
Detlef Lamp
Roadside Furniture
Expert:
Dale Maggs
Club Liaison:
Sandra Ramsay
Newsletter
Editor:
Barry Marks
marksfam90@gmail.com
VMAC Representative,
Road Safety & Research Officer and
AMC delegate:
Tony Ellis
Toyrun:
Dan Rotman
Eureka Run:
Paul Murphy
GP Run:
Mick Doedee
General Email:
mraa@mravic.org.au

The Red Knights International Firefighters Motorcycle Club’s first
meeting was held at the Craigieburn Fire Station on the 17th of
May 2009, with 15 people signing up as inaugural members.
The Red Knights Australia was formally accepted by Red Knights
International on the 11th of June 2009, the first for Australia and we
became the 11th country in the world to have the Red Knights.
There are currently 44 members from around the state.
We are a motorcycle club for members of Fire Services and their
families. Active, retired, volunteer and industrial Firefighters who
have access to a bike and a valid bike license are eligible to join.
Family and friends of members are welcome as social members.
Our Mission Statement:
•
To promote motorcycle safety.
•
To project a positive image of motorcycling.
•
To enjoy the fraternity of Firefighters.
•
To engage exclusively in social, charitable and educational
activities in the sport of motorcycling.
Our involvement with Ride for the Hills came when I was going
through the MRAVic newsletter and came across an article on
RFTHs. Enquiries to the organiser, Phil Cassap, led us onto the
organising committee and to lead the ride dressed in our Wildfire
gear over our riding gear (picture above, permission to wear gear
granted from CFA).
Joseph Giarrusso
Secretary Red Knights 0411 850 393
Joe.giarrusso31@bigpond.com
www.redknights.org.au
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MRAVic and Ulysses Club Member wins
Prestigious Dearnley Medal

Perry Stephens, pictured below right with MRAVic President Kerry
Walton
the 2009
Toy Run,
is the 2010
winner
Dearnley
Medal.
One
of theatmany
activities
the Ulysses
Club holds
is of
thethe
week-long
AGM
event, which is held in a different part of Australia every year. This is the
reason I found myself in Albany WA in March 2010 with over 3,200 of my
closest motorcycling friends. About 500 members attend the actual AGM
where the new National Committee is elected and awards, like Life
Membership and the Dearnley Medal, for “outstanding service” are granted.
There was not a more surprised person in the hall when it was announced that
I was to be a recipient of the Dearnley Medal. This award is named after the
man who founded the Club, Stephen Dearnley, and is awarded to members for
“outstanding service” at Branch level.
In 2001 a friend of many years told me about the Ulysses Club, suggested I
reregister the 1972 Honda 500/4 I had under a tarp in the garage, join the
Ulysses Club, and ride with him to the Mt Gambier AGM in March 2002. So I
did! I hadn’t ridden for about 10 years. It soon dawned on me that I was
enjoying riding again and when the next AGM came around I rode to Mudgee
on the Kawasaki GTR1000 I still ride today.
Understanding the role MRAVic plays, I joined, started to attend meetings and
soon came to know some of the members. After the Mudgee AGM I was more
enthusiastic about the Ulysses Club and wanted to increase my involvement.
When I saw a mention of National Memorial Day event held by branches
around Sydney, I decided to coordinate a similar event for branches around
Melbourne.

Continued on page 10.

2 Girls, 2
Kawasaki’s.

Robyn and Mel are two
Kawasaki loving girls who
first met through the
Kawasaki Sportsbike Riders
Club (www.ksrc-au.com) on
the Culinary Delights Tour in
February 2008… and have
had many awesome
adventures together since
that time, including Moto GP
and Superbikes at Phillip
Island, the Canberra
RIDERS girl’s rides, the
2009 Border Run, KSRC
Gingers Creek runs and the
Snowy Rides.
With a shared passion for
Kawasaki’s, Jim Beam,
regular smoke breaks, good
looking men, friendly boys
(hmmm hot guys in
leatherrrrrr) and selfportraits, the party follows
them!
Robyn is currently riding a
2000 ZX9R, which she has
had for 2 years, prior to
which she owned a 1995
ZXR750 which she never
thought she would part with,
but now says ‘ya gotta love
the 9′.
Mel is currently riding a 1997
ZX7R which she bought in
January 2010 to commute
on and because it is pretty…
and then decided nah… it’s
coming around Australia!
Continued on page 10.
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2 Girls,
2 Kawasaki’s.
Continued.
Planning for the trip
started after the 2009
Border Run. Mel had
been planning on
attending the 2010 Long
Ride to Darwin and taking
the long way home (via
the WA coast). Mel
suggested to Robyn that
perhaps she might like to
join her and that was the
plan… but, being girls,
they changed their minds.
Long service leave
doesn’t come up all that
often, so it was to be a
full anti-clockwise lap of
Oz. No wait – clockwise!
At the moment the plan is
to leave on 24 April 2010
and stay in Bermagui for
two nights (Mel doesn’t
like riding on ANZAC
day) before setting off
through Victoria, South
Australia and onto
Western Australia and
previously unexplored
territory. Some time will
be spent through the
Northern Territory visiting
hot springs, Kakadu
National Park and the
Great Barrier Reef.

This kicked off well and the last few years we have had up to 250 members
at the Mt Macedon Memorial Cross for the annual memorial service in
November. Then I realized the Club did not have a member promoting the
Summer Blood Challenge in Victoria so I have been doing that since as well.
The following year I joined the Melbourne Branch Committee and was asked
to run the Ulysses Club Stand at the Expo. There are about 24 branches
around Victoria and I wanted to give them all a chance to have their branch
information on the strand. An email group was established to facilitate
communication to the Victorian branches. This has evolved to a monthly
information bulletin that is sent to Victorian branches and members. The
bulletin is a vehicle for many organizations to send their information to
members of the Ulysses Club. I have had permission from past Presidents
of the MRAVic to use content from their website, this situation continues with
the new President, Kerry Walton.
Having established a rapport with a number of related organizations, the
Ulysses Club has been granted space for information stands at MRA Vic Toy
Runs, MRA Vic GP Run to the Island, Victorian Police Blue Ribbon
Foundation ‘Ride to Remember’, the opening of HART Somerton, the
Alexandra Motorcycle Show, the start of the ‘Ride For The Hills’, as well as
the Motorcycle Expos. I really enjoy talking to older motorcyclists about the
benefits of joining the Ulysses Club. In return for this I advertise their events
in the bulletin.
This is my 4th year as the motorcycle rep on the Inner Northern Metro
RoadSafe Road Safety Council. Attending meetings and seminars, and
feeding back the information to the Road Safety Council and Ulysses Club
members help to keep me busy.
The Ulysses Club, in partnership with SuperCheap Auto and Honda,
sponsors the Apprentice Motorcycle Mechanic of the Year award. Six state
finalists are chosen and are awarded a good quality tool kit. The overall
winner receives a motorbike. I was pleased to be asked to make the
presentation to the Victorian recipient. The Club also provides two PhD
students with funds to assist with their research into arthritis, one in Victoria
and one in NSW. I was given the opportunity to be part of a presentation at
the Monash Medical Centre when the Victorian student received her
contribution from the Ulysses Club Arthritis Research Fund.
As soon as I hit 65 years young I retired after nearly 3 decades working as a
Psychiatric Nurse. Duties included case management, training student
nurses, OH&S rep, and Policy & Procedure Officer. I thank motorcycling, the
Ulysses Club and the MRA Vic for keeping me very busy and active in my
retirement. So, I’ve been busy on the committee of the Ulysses Club
Melbourne Branch, organizing events, riding the bike, talking to people on
the information stands, and generally enjoying myself. I have even been
guest speaker at PROBUS & Lions Clubs, my topic of course is “Growing old
disgracefully”. I couldn’t imagine that having so much fun would make me
eligible for the prestigious Dearnley Medal. Magnificent!

Continued on page 11.
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Perry Stephens
Ulysses Club and MRA Vic member

Sidney Richardson’s Diary, February 1928.

2 Girls, 2 Kawasaki’s.
Continued.

Editor’s Introduction.
The following diary was written by Sidney Richardson in the summer of 1928
about a 14 day return trip from Melbourne to Sydney with two mates, Tom Warne
and William (Bill) O’Connor. The bikes were one Coventry Eagle and two
Douglas’s. Only one of the bikes, a Douglas EW had an electric headlight. The
other two had gas lanterns. The fourteen page journal will be serialized over
forthcoming editions of Rider’s Advocate. Day one and two of the diary were
published in the last edition of this journal and can be viewed by visiting our
website www.mravic.org.au. To preserve authenticity the text has not been
edited.
DIARY OF SYDNEY RICHARDSON
Day 3 – 22nd February 1928
We were at Orbost until midday waiting for my carrier to be fixed. After having
some dinner, we left Orbost for Mallacoota. The road was a bit dusty but
otherwise fairly good. About 6 miles out we crossed the Brodribb River. We
started to go up and around corners somewhere and did not stop doing so for
about 70 miles. Crossed over Mt Raymond and had a fair coast down the other
side, the next place we came to being the Cottage Tree Hotel. Went through
some nice country, plenty of hills and bends. Hills not so steep and we passed
the Bellbird Hotel, (by the sound there is more than a pair of Bellbirds here as
they almost deafen one) The views all along this road are very good. The road is
very much bendy indeed and very hilly every turn in the road is certain to make a
good view and mostly look down into or across gullies or river valleys. One of the
best being the Bemm River. It is like a big loop and the road runs round the edge
passed the San Suci Hotel descending fairly quickly up a bridge across the
Bemm River.
Some places we did miles in second gear especially when the roads were bad
and wet and at other times we did as much as three miles without the engine
running. We passed through very heavily timbered country, through another river
valley, I forget the name and then onto Cann River about 58 miles from Orbost.
We passed the turn-off for the King's Highway here and then got into a land of
mountains, with very bad rums in the road which has gutters running across it.
We crossed over the Thurra River and the road got much steeper. Bill is satisfied
of one thing now that is that he knows where all the telegraph poles grow. The
forest country is very nice and we saw plenty of it. This is the sort of road upon
which you do not forget that you are riding a motorbike. The turns are very bad
and you cannot get a run anywhere at all. In fact it is all mountain and just when
you think you are doing fine, you will most likely run over a rather sharp gutter
across the road, (they are quite common here) and it serves another gentle
reminder. We passed a decent sort of Bark hut which we all noticed as habitation
is as scarce here as Mt Kosciusko's are in Berwick.
The road is still getting steeper and we could see we were approaching a gap in
the Range. As we passed through this gap the look out was great and we
stopped for a while to have a look around. The scenery is quite a different thing
to what we see near home. We are up on top of Mt Drummer here and we can
see as far as our eyes can see nothing but tree-tops, there is not a break in it as
far as we can see, there is no habitation of any sort or any clear land.

The ride is also planned as a
fundraiser. We are hoping to
raise money for MARI
(Motorcycle Accident
Rehabilitation Initiative)
http://www.mcnetwork.com.a
u/mari/ which is an initiative
originally established at St
Vincent’s Hospital in Sydney
as a way to support the
longer-term physical injuries
and social and emotional
problems experienced by
riders following an accident.
So, not only will we have a
great time riding around
Australia, loving life and
doing what we are both so
passionate about, but
hopefully we can raise
money to help others that
are not as fortunate as
ourselves.
Robyn has been involved in
fundraising and charity rides
for many years and is a
strong believer of doing so.
Both of them know what is
required and are prepared to
put in the effort, do the hard
yards, and go that extra
mile. Not only will we benefit
from our ride, but we hope
others will too.
To us, it’s all about
motorbike riding, living life to
the fullest, enjoying the
company of friends and
loved ones, laughing and
smiling till it hurts and, as
Robyn likes to say, “getting
outside the box!”
http://2girls2kawasakis.com/
bio

Donations to the MARI
charity can be made through
http://everydayhero.com.au/
2girls2kawasakis

Continued on page12.
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The tree tops look like a carpet spread over smaller ranges that we can see
over. Somewhere about here we noticed the undergrowth seems different. Bill is
the sole judge of anything about which we are in doubt as it means half a day
lost to convince him. His verdict was that the growth was tropical. We had started
to descend, the road was fair except for a few gutters and was well graded with a
few bad turns.
We saved a lot of petrol in such places as this. We then had rather a good
undulating still through forest to Genoa. We filled up with petrol here and Bill and
I found that we could not get Castrol Oil here so we had to put Mobile Oil in. Bill
sent the whole town into hysterics (1 old man, 2 young Girls and 4 dogs) by
asking if he could get hot meat pie anywhere. He found all he could get was
tinned bullock or fish, not even bread as they only had enough for themselves.
We turned off the Princes Highway and took the road to Mallacoota. We were
down somewhere near sea level. We followed the Genoa River for some miles
over fair roads and after about 10 miles got some very rough road indeed. It was
as much as we could do to hang on to our bikes in second gear and often in low
gear. We were not sorry to reach Mallacoota 14 miles from Genoa at 6.00PM.
We stayed at the only Hotel there. They gave us a tremendous meal and for the
first time to date we had to give in. They seemed to have schnapper by the
hundreds and were anxious for you to eat them as well as various other dishes
including plenty of cream.

As the football season draws
to a close, come end of
September, then the revheads amongst us start to
get excited about Bathurst
and more particularly, Moto
GP if you're a motorcyclist.
To that end the MRAVic in
conjunction with the City of
Casey organises a
motorcycle ride on the
Saturday prior to the race,
from Cranbourne to Phillip
Island.
The setting up of this event
is a rather large undertaking
and involves several
meetings at council offices in
Narre Warren, myself and
Phillip Cassap attended last
year. I intend being involved
again this year but I believe
Phil has work commitments
and hence won't be
available, so if you can find
the time to get involved with
this event, it will mean
attending meetings probably
once a month or so for 4
months please feel free to
contact me.
Mick Doedee
Membership Secretary
MRAV
membershipsecretary@mrav
ic.org.au
Ph. 0411 183 258
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After getting off our bikes at Mallacoota we felt quite giddy after the turns we had
gone around during the day. The ground did not seem solid under our feet and it
was like trying to walk about in a small rowing boat rolling a bit. Bill's verdict was
that the mountain air we had so much of was a bit strong for us and had gone to
our heads. After tea Bill amused the whole district with a few comic songs and
some tunes on his mouth organ. We had nothing else to do so we turned in early
about 9.30PM.
Total mileage for day: 104 miles
Day 4 - 23 Feb 1928
After a good breakfast we went out to see the sights of Mallacoota. There is no
township practically but the Lakes are very beautiful and seems to be full of
schnapper. We saw 2 anglers land with 15 to 20 schnapper average about 8lbs
weight. We saw the Gabo Island Lighthouse also the wreck of the Riverina. We
left Mallacoota for Eden N.S.W. on getting back to Genoa we had a low level
bridge as a new bridge was being built over the Genoa River. The road was
uphill for sometime and then started to go down with plenty of sharp turns and
reached the border about 10 miles from Genoa. About 4 or 5 miles this side of
the border line I was riding in front and all of a sudden Bill flew past me, then I
woke up that he wanted to be in N.S.W. first. So I took after him to try and race
him to the border line but the box I had on the back made it difficult to take the
turns and there was no straight road so he got over the border about half a
wheel ahead of me, so we got off and gave Tom a three cheers when he came
along about 30 minutes later.
We stopped at the border, which is marked by a signboard "Melbourne 341.5
Sydney 357". We had a little ceremony here, Bill's mouth organ again doing
good work. Also took our own photos. There is no settlement and still forest
country. The road started to get very bad after crossing the border and after
crossing several creeks passed over Kiak River bridge through a valley and after
a fair climb got a good view of the sea somewhere about Twofold Bay.
Continued on page 13.

We had a long stretch of downhill (more coasting) into Eden, where we had to
hunt up a Police Station to get a Special License to ride in N.S.W. The policeman
was at dinner and we had an hour to wait. In the meantime several cars came up
on the same stunt as us. One of them we are getting quite familiar as they are
also making for Sydney, we have been surprising one another ever since leaving
home. Sometime we do not see them for 100 miles or more but they do not seem
to be able to lose us and we cannot lose them. They a decent people and always
give us a "hoy" wherever we are.
Eden is a real change of scenery as it is on Twofold Bay and some very nice sea
views are to be seen here, also a decent pier Boats call in here from Sydney and
petrol as well as many other things are brought from Sydney. There is no railway,
the last railway we saw was at Orbost about 150 miles back and we will have to
do about 230 miles yet before we strike a railway again, we left Eden at about
2.15PM for Bega. It is funny 10 ride anywhere near Tom or Bill as they are always
trying to compare Victorian roads with N.S.W. roads. I think we all agree give us
Victorian roads every time. We took the wrong road at Pambula but did not go far
before we found out it was a dead-end. Our next stop was at Merrimbula. Several
places we saw Oyster-Beds marked and also the most Sea-gulls I have ever
seen at one time, they were quite tame and the shore was white with them. From
a hill top just out of the town we had a good view of the ocean and also the rocky
coast of N.S.W.
The road seems to be getting worse and Tom broke one of his front fork springs
and as Bill and I were ahead we got a few miles before we noticed, so Bill rode
back but found that he had tied the forks up with some rope. We had to take it
easy all the way to Bega as the road was rough and hilly and Tom was getting a
rough ride with his springs broken. We arrived at Bega at 6.00PM, Tom got a new
end turned on his spring as no new springs were to be got. We all paid the barber
a visit and then went back and booked up at the Central Hotel, had tea and went
to the pictures, "Seventh Heaven". After the pictures we saw our first N.S.W.
policeman in uniform and he put us in mind of a Cable-tram conductor from
Melbourne, they wear a peaked cap. All Bill can say tonight is N.S.W. roads are
rotten give me Victorian roads every time.
Mileage for day: 104miles

Bikes similar to those ridden by the lads.

Left. Douglas EW similar to that ridden by Sidney Richardson.
Middle. Douglas TS similar to that ridden by William (Bill) O’Connor.

Learner Approved
Motorcycle Scheme
Vic. LAMS.
The Learner Approved
Motorcycle Scheme
(LAMS) was introduced
on the first of July 2008.
LAMS gives learner and
probationary riders a
greater choice of
motorcycles and scooters
to choose from. Under
the LAM scheme learner
and probationary riders
may ride PTW’s up to
and including 660cc
which do not exceed a
power-to-weight ratio of
150kilowatts per 1000
kilograms. The power-toweight ratio is calculated
by taking the power
output in kilowatts divided
by the tare weight in
kilograms
(+90 kilograms for rider /
safety / gear etc.) and
multiplying by 1000. This
figure must not exceed
150. Pre 1960
motorcycles up to and
including 660cc are
exempt from the powerto-weight ratio criteria.
Any motorcycle modified
in a way that increases
its power-to-weight ratio
is not LAMS approved.
Motorcycles may also be
excluded from the LAMS
list if they have other
characteristics that make
them unsuitable for
learners, for example,
being found to be
overrepresented in
crashes.
To check the list, go to
www.vicroads.vic.
gov.au/LAMS

Right. Coventry Eagle similar to that ridden by Tom Warne.
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Membership Secretary’s Report.

The Aim of Fatality Free
Friday
Road safety is a
complex issue but we
believe that if drivers
consciously think about
road safety and safe
driving for just one
Friday in the year, that
day's toll, statistically
about 5.3* deaths,
could be reduced to
zero.
That's our aim. Not a
single road death in
Australia for just one
day. Just one Fatality
Free Friday.
We believe that if drivers
are asked to actively
concentrate on road
safety and safe driving
for just one day in the
year, they’ll drive safer
for the next few days too
and, over time, change
their outlook completely,
consciously thinking
about safety each and
every day they get
behind the wheel.
Who's Going?
http://www.fatalityfreefrid
ay.
com/contact/index.html

Well another AGM has been run and won and I got the gig of Membership
Secretary for another 12 months. As I hope most people are aware of by
now, we are in the process of trying to rebuild the MRAVic membership
numbers. As part of this we have contacted some 2000 past MRAVic
members with whom we have either lost contact or who have just not
renewed their membership for some reason. We have printed lots of
colour brochures to be displayed in many bike shops around Melbourne. I
still have a few left and am looking to do another print run of 2000 closer
to the GP Run. So if you're friendly enough with a bike shop, or
motorcycle accessory place, motorcycle manufacturer etc. and can get a
stand in there displaying our brochures, feel free to drop me a line,
membershipsecretary@mravic.org.au or ph. 0411 183 258 and I'll get
brochures and stands out to you promptly.
We also leave some newsletters at various shops for people to take home
and read. With the aim of attracting more MRAVic members enabling us
to have a louder voice, the newsletter is distributed to a number of clubs
in and around Victoria. I'm always looking to add more to the database so
as to reach others, particularly in regional areas, to get an idea about
what their advocacy body is trying to achieve for motorcyclists.
To add to my portfolio/workload, I also took on the role of Blood
Challenge coordinator. As far as this gig goes, I would hope that most
people know of the Summer Blood Challenge which is run by the Red
Cross every year. This was started by the MRA in 1978. Not only is it still
running, but motorcyclists actually have won the title now for 3
consecutive years, beating the CFA and many other community groups.
This year I hope to promote it more so we can go make it four in a row. If
anyone has ideas on how to do this, feel free to contact me. I'm always
open to suggestions.
In closing, motorcycle fatalities are higher this year than they have been
for a long time. This can be attributed partly to rising numbers, as
motorbike sales are still soaring, and partly to what has amounted to a
long mild summer, with more people out riding.
This never looks good in the eyes of authorities and the media is ever
ready to publish one side of the story (fatality numbers) without balancing
the other side of the equation which is motorcycle numbers have risen
some 44% over the last 5 years, hence greater numbers on the road and
more potential for carnage.
Please bear in mind that you have people that care for you and care
about you. Take it easy out there on the roads folks and keep it shiny side
up.
Regards
Mick Doedee
Membership Secretary MRAVic
membershipsecretary@mravic.org.au
Ph. 0411 183 258
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Media Release April 20th 2010
As reported in the media, Victoria Police have announced that “On Tuesday the
20th of April 2010, Operation Pipedown, targeting excessively noisy motor vehicles
and safety related offences will commence.”
Although the Victoria Police are to be commended for their initiative regarding road
safety, the MRA(Vic) has concerns with this statement in their advice; “Excessively
loud motor vehicles are a community disorder issue with much of the blame placed
on drivers of illegally modified cars and motorcycles, or sport bikes equipped with
illegal exhaust systems such as straight pipes, drag pipes or performance pipes.”
Motorcycle riders are a vulnerable road user group. Many riders believe that having
a louder exhaust on their bike enhances their safety when using the roads rather
than the “civil disobedience” that the statement above suggests. In many countries
the slogan “loud pipes saves lives” is used to describe how some riders feel driver
awareness of a rider nearby is increased.
A recent poll on our website responded by 227 riders had the following results;
“What do riders think - do loud pipes save lives?”
Yes 69%
No 10 %
Maybe, there should be a study done to prove it 20 %
Many motorcycle and scooter riders are of the opinion that the noise restriction
level for motorcycles has not been set with due consideration to the visibility
disadvantage this vulnerable road user group already experiences and is therefore
a serious road safety issue.
On behalf of these riders, the MRA(Vic) calls for a review of this legislation and for
an appropriate scientific study to be commissioned to establish the veracity of the
“loud pipes improves rider safety” contention and that “Operation Pipedown” should
factor in the debate on safety issues related to motorcycle volume levels.”
Media Release 6th April 2010
As reported by the Media, The Victorian Employers' Chamber of Commerce and
Industry is calling for a debate on the issue of bicycle registration.
On behalf of its members, the Motorcycle Riders Association of Victoria does not
endorse any proposal to require bicycle riders to be licensed or registered to use
the roads.
Education and understanding of the road rules and safe operation of all vehicles
should be paramount to road user groups and we would endorse further education
initiatives by the government to help achieve this. All road user groups should be
aware of their duty of care to all other road users and adjust their attitude
accordingly, whether they be driving, riding, cycling or walking.
The MRA(Vic) has concerns over the shared use of some roads; for example
when bicycle lanes are placed in roads that have tram tracks, motorcycles
and scooters may be forced to travel on the tram tracks which increase the risks to
powered two wheelers, particularly small wheeled scooters. The MRA(Vic) calls on
VicRoads and the government to ensure that when making decisions about road
space allocation, the interests of all road users are taken into account.

Motorcycle owners around
the world are encouraged
to leave their cars in the
garage and ride their bikes
for Ride to Work Day,
June 21.
Marking its 19th year, Ride
to Work Day is aimed at
highlighting the practical
side of motorcycles and
scooters. Event organizers
cite the benefits of
motorcycles over cars
such as improved fuel
economy, better traffic flow
and more efficient use of
parking space.

Riding on this day
showcases the positive
value of motorcycles and
scooters for transportation.
It is an economical,
efficient and socially
responsible form of
mobility that saves energy,
helps the environment and
provides a broad range of
other public benefits.
According to the U.S.
Census Bureau and the
Department of
Transportation,
approximately 200,000 out
of the nation’s eight million
motorcycles and scooters
are used for daily
commuting. By
comparison, over eighty
million cars and light
trucks are used for daily
travel.

ridetowork.org.au

Regards,
Kerry Walton
MRA (Vic) President
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Forthcoming Events:
28 t h May 2010
Fat ality Free Friday
ht t p:/ /www. f at alityfreef riday.com/cont act/ index. ht ml
June 2010

Quest f or Lif e ride wit h Penny
Holyoak and Judy Ricardo f rom
Phillip Island t o Melbourne. Det ails
htt p:// pen scouraget ochange.co m. au
Ride wit h t hese f abulous ladies on
t he last part of t heir 21, 000km
around Aust ralia journey.

18 t h June 2010

MRAVic QGM 1

21 s t June 2010

Annual Ride t o Work Day
htt p:// ridet owork. org. au/

17 t h September 2011

MRAVic QGM 2

10th December 2011

MRAVic QGM 3

18th March 2011

MRAVic 2011 AGM

MRAVic Website
www. mravic. org. au
Make this your new home page
with the latest Motorcycling
news, calendar and forums to
keep you informed, in touch and
enjoying the most of your right to
ride!

Rider’s Advocate Issue 06 June 2010

Membership Application
I would like to become a member of the MRA for $25 and gain a voice
government and decision makers will hear
Name
Address

Phone

Postcode

Mobile

PO Box 12905
A’Beckett Street
Melbourne VIC 3000
Phone 0401 214467
www.mravic.org.au

Email
DOB

Occupation

Renewal

Member no.

Payment method
Cheque

Money Order

Please make payable to “MRA Australia”
Visa

Mastercard

Card Number

Cardholder name

Expiry Date

Signature
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Bankcard

