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organization serving and
representing the interests
primarily of Victorian
motorcyclists while also
supporting all Australian
motorcyclists.

The aims of the MRAVic are
the promotion of:
* ROAD SAFETY
* FAIR & SENSIBLE LAWS
* A BETTER IMAGE FOR
MOTORCYCLISTS
In attempting to further the aims
of the association, MRAVic
representatives participate on
various state and federal
committees including the
following;
VicRoads Road Safety Reference
Group, Victorian Motorcycle
Advisory Council (VMAC),
Australian Motorcycle Council
(AMC), Standards Australia
(Helmet Standards), Motorcycle
Safety Consultative Committee
(ATSB),
Various Road Safe groups

OCTOBER 16TH 2010
Every year in October, about one hundred thousand of the faithful gather for a
motorcycling extravaganza. It’s called the Australian Moto GP and will be staged on
October the 17th at the Phillip Island circuit.
Every year in October, about ten thousand of the faithful gather for another
motorcycling extravaganza. It’s called the MRA Cranbourne GP Run and will be
staged on October the 16th at Cranbourne, running express to Phillip Island.
This is without doubt, the premier event on the Victorian motorcycling Calendar, and
this year will be no exception. Whilst the MRA Toy Run (to be staged on Sunday the
12th of December) remains the sentimental favourite amongst the Victorian
motorcycling community, absolutely nothing beats the pure adrenalin of the MRA
Cranbourne GP Run.
Whilst serving as a marshal on last year’s run I was surprised to be talking to so
many interstate riders as well as a few international riders, all itching to participate in
what has now become a truly national/international event. If you haven’t yet
participated in this magnificent event, make the 2010 GP Run a must do activity on
your personal motorcycling calendar.
The MRAVic wishes to thank the City of Casey for its continuous support of the GP
Run and hopes to partner this event for
many years to come.
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Just turn the page to find out who the
celebrity start official is for this year!

Membership
Secretary’s Report
None other than Cathy
Freeman!

Spring is in the air
and with the advent
of spring then the
motorcycle calendar
starts to wake from
hibernation, or at
least in Victoria
that’s pretty much
the way it is.

Cathy Freeman is known
to all Australians as one
of our all-time great
champions but she is
also known to MRAVic
members as she has
previously led an MRA
Toy Run with Eric Bana.
If memory serves me
correctly Cathy rode a
scooter, having at that
time only recently
received her learners’
permit, whilst Eric, a well
known biker, rode his
own sports bike.

By the time you
receive this
newsletter the
annual
MRA/Cranbourne
GP Run will be very
close and as is the
norm, the MRA
needs marshals for
the job. If you can
spare some time to
lend a hand with
this event then
please let me know,
Ph 0411 183 258 or
email
membershipsecreta
ry@mravic.org.au.
Apart from the GP
Run the MRA will
also be involved
with a Road safety
day down at
Docklands on
October 24th, the
Eureka run which
occurs the week
before the Toy Run
and of course the
Toy Run itself which
will be on Dec 12th,
we’ll need marshals
for that too so again
if you can lend a
hand we would be
appreciative.
Continued on page 3.
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The motorcycling
community particularly
welcomes Cathy to the
2010 MRA Cranbourne
GP Run.

Catherine (Cathy) Astrid Salome Freeman’s impressive list of international
successes includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1990 Commonwealth Games, Auckland, New Zealand-Gold 4 x 100
metres relay team.
1991 awarded Young Australian of the Year.
1994 Commonwealth Games, Victoria, Canada-Gold in the 200m
and 400m.
1996 Olympic Games Atlanta, USA-Silver and personal best.
1997 World Athletic Championships, Athens, Greece-Gold 400m.
1998 awarded Australian of the Year.
1999 World Athletic Championships Seville, Spain-Gold 400m.

In 2000 her image was beamed into billions of homes around the world
when she became the first competing athlete to be invited to light the
Olympic flame at the opening ceremony of the Sydney Olympic Games.
She then went on to win the gold medal in the 400m.

Fatality Free Friday
This year’s Fatality Free Friday was held on the 28th of May at Federation Square.
Bev Brock is the FFF Patron and Mark Winterbottom was the celebrity in
attendance. Tim Pallas, Minister for Roads and Ports and Ken Lay, Assistant
Commissioner for Police addressed the audience along with
Bev Brock and Mark Winterbottom.
The MRAVic were in attendance with Kerry Walton, Grant Delahoy and Barry
Marks riding in for a relatively sombre day reflecting on the carnage that is our
state and national road toll.
Whilst the day ultimately wasn’t fatality free it is sometimes worthwhile to reflect
on what we can all do better to reduce the terrible loss of life that is our national
toll.
The most poignant sight for me on the day was the approximately 1600 pairs of
shoes neatly placed on the steps of Federation Square, each pair representing
one life lost every year in Australia. I personally hope that the MRAVic continues
with all activities associated with motorcycling road safety as well as road safety in
all other areas and am sure the MRAVic will attend next year on the 27th of May
2011.
The day wasn’t entirely sad and reflective as ultimately Kerry Walton’s trike
became the most photographed object in Melbourne.
Barry Marks
Editor Rider’s Advocate
Even crash test dummies have Feelings!
If you look very closely you can see Kerry
Walton’s trike (RHS) about to
demonstrate what happens to crash test
dummies in a real crash test. Crash test
dummies provided courtesy of the TAC.
No crash test dummies were harmed
during filming.

Membership
Secretaries Report
Continued.
In regards to the Toy
Run it promises to be
bigger and better than
ever this year with the
Docklands keen to
host the finish of the
event and will help with
the marketing thereof.
On another note, our
AGM will be in Feb or
March next year and I
will probably be
standing down as
membership secretary,
after 2.5 years in the
job then it’s probably
time someone else
took a turn so again, if
you’re keen to get
involved, feel free to
nominate for the
position. If wanting
further details feel free
to contact me, I’m in
the process of typing
up a position
description so as to
make the transition of
the job a little easier for
the next person in the
job.
Mick Doedee
Membership Secretary
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Motorcycle Tyres.
180/55 17
A typical code for your
motorcycle tyres is printed
above.
180 = width of tyre in
mm.
55 = % of profile i.e. 55%
of width of tyre.
17 = diameter of tyre in
inches.
Manufacturers of
motorcycles have gone to
great lengths to match
tyres to the dynamics of
the bikes they build. This
includes significant
testing.
It is always best to keep
the original manufacturer
recommended tyre on
your bike or seek advice
from a good tyre
technician.
The bike will tell you when
it needs new tyres.
Just a slip to the left or
right is a good indication
that tyres need to be
changed. (I know that
from personal
experience).
Bike tyres never ever last
as long as car tyres. Don’t
fall into this trap.
Let the bike tell you when
it’s time to change your
tyres.
The overall width of the
tyre should be as the
manufacturer
recommends. There is
little benefit to go to a
wider tyre since
motorcycle tyre footprints
are elliptical.

President’s Report.
As much as the first few months
of the year were busy, they were
nothing compared to those since
my last report. Many would have
watched with interest the public
hounding we received over the
anti motorcycle “hoon” campaign
waged by a certain Melbourne
radio shock jock. After roping in
the deputy commissioner for
Victoria Police to back his attack
Bev Brock and Mark Winterbottom at
on motorcyclists and on the same
Fatality Free Friday with Kerry Walton.
day the MRAV was supporting the
Vic-Ride program in its media and public launch, many angry members and
riders contacted us demanding a response.
With assistance from Netrider members we held an “awareness ride” which
brought us plenty of media attention on how the campaign against us was
inaccurate and unfair. In hindsight, many aspects of the ride could have been
carried out better; the most important lesson is to be in complete control of our
public messages. We have made changes to ensure this is curtailed in future.
Following the event we had a meeting with the Deputy Commissioner of
Victoria Police Ken Lay (a report is available on our website). We have been
actively pursuing regular contact with the TAC, VicRoads and Victoria Police
to improve communication between riders and these authorities to ensure they
understand the rider perspective. From the debrief meeting held after the
event, a new “strategic committee” has been formed that will oversee our
policies and planning for actions in the future. This group will form the core of
enthusiastic members, we hope will bring about a revolution and restore
confidence in riders about what the MRAV is doing for them. A constant
barrage of issues from anti loud pipe operations, airport bike parking, WRB as
median separators, tolls on CityLink, shonky repairs and more are keeping us
busy. Seriously though, please ride safely out there. The toll of riders this year
is especially disheartening and our thoughts and hearts go out to all those
families and friends affected.
It’s time to rethink how the MRAV operates. The board is currently looking
into sponsorship proposals, corporate structures and how to source funding to
employ full time managers, marketing and research people to turn the
organisation into a professional lobby group. If you have business experience
and can devote time to assist we’d like to hear from you. Already underway is
the introduction of the associate membership program which will allow all
motorcycle clubs to be supporters for lobbying efforts and add value to their
own membership.
I’m delighted with the new arrangements for the 2010 Toyrun! I’m excited by
the potential to have the Toyrun feature as a major event for Melbourne
centered on the Docklands precinct. I’d like to personally thank Jim Little, Dan
Rotman and the members of the Toyrun committee along with Elena
Tsapatolis and Keith Rankin from the Docklands Chamber of Commerce for
their outstanding efforts. This year will be a spectacular event and become the
premier event in the motorcycling community calendar.
Ride free always,

Continued on page 6.
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Kerry Walton.
MRA(Vic) President

Wombat Tours
Thailand
The Anzac Ride 2010 Another successful venture into rural Thailand.

Motorcycle
Expo 2010
The Australian
Motorcycle Expo –
Melbourne, Australia's
largest Motorcycle
Indoor Motorcycle
Show, returns to the
Melbourne Convention
and Exhibition Centre.
1 Convention Centre
Place, South Wharf, VIC
Friday 26th Nov: 10am
– 8pm, Saturday: 9am
– 7pm, Sunday: 9am –
5pm
http://www.australianmot
orcycleexpo.com.au/mel
bourne/index.shtml

The ANZAC riders have just enjoyed another mind boggling, energy
sapping ride through wonderful Thailand. In all twenty old bikies had a
great adventure, terrific riding with no mishaps.
The route was planned so that we were at Kanchanaburi (River Kwai) on
ANZAC Day. Over a few beers at the “Wall Street”, the “General”, Anzac
Riders organiser and logistics man, set the route out on Google earth
(now into heavy technology) to avoid the usual problem of making too
many wrong turns and ending up in the wrong town, whilst it must be
said, roads in Thailand are well sign posted and generally easy to follow.
We followed this up with a preliminary run in a car, noting exact
distances to every garage, restaurant and hotel. The General, as you all
know demands no room for error.
It was decided to limit the tour to 20 riders due to the logistics and
problem of getting the pack through Thai roads and traffic. The group
consisted of ex pats living in Thailand and overseas riders from New
Zealand, Townsville, Sydney and Singapore.

Showcasing the latest in
Motorcycles, Scooters,
ATV's, Side x Side's,
PWC's, Aftermarket
products and related
services, it’s an expo not
to be missed.
The Expo also colocates with the
Australian Scooter
Festival (with the
biggest display of
scooters on show in
Australia) and the
Australian Personal
Water Craft Show (Jet
Ski's) where all the
latest in PWC
technology from the
major manufacturers is
on display. It’s three
massive shows in one.

April 22nd saw the overseas lads arriving in Thailand and heading
straight down to Pattaya (Party capital of Asia). Whilst tempted to party
in this famous city, the boys were well aware of what laid ahead. After
collecting and doing a safety check of bikes, it was a relative quiet night,
although a few beers and stories were swapped in a small beer bar.
Continued page 6
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Continued from page 4.

This means there is
virtually no change to
the footprint as you
go to a wider tyre.
Wider tyres are
predominantly for
show and can
adversely affect the
dynamics of the bike.
It is always best to go
with a matched set of
tyres. That is to say
that the front and rear
tyres should be from
the same
manufacturer or as
advised by a good tyre
technician. Noted
manufacturers are
Pirelli
Continental
Bridgestone
Michelin
Dunlop
Metzler
If you wish to move
away from the
manufacturers
recommended tyre
always be advised by
a good tyre technician.
Ask/tell this.
-the bike you ride.
-how you like to ride?
-where you like to
ride?
If your bike hasn’t told
you about your tyres
don’t wait for a wet
day to find out. This
will be catastrophic.
There is a wear
indicator within your
tyre tread. It is a small
node within your tyre
tread. When the tyre
surface is level with
the node you are
technically
unroadworthy.
Continued on page 9.
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The meeting point for all riders on April 23rd was breakfast at Ban
Chang, a very popular town about 40 mins south of Pattaya City which
most ex pats know well. Overseas riders having spent the night in
Pattaya, collected their bikes and ventured on the early morning jaunt
to meet up with their fellow Aussies who now reside in sunny Thailand.
We are pleased to add that all participants had the strength to arrive
despite some marital pressures.
Following introductions, many ”tall stories” about life during the
previous 12 months over a hearty breakfast, twenty enthusiastic riders
headed off for a day trip to road test the bikes and get a feel for
Thailand’s roads and traffic laws (or lack of). Venturing out past the
Chinese Temple to Big Buddha mountain, the largest image of Buddha
in the world. We took a short stop to feed and do some elephant riding.
Then onto Silverlake Vinyards to sample some of their stock (small
sample when riding a bike). Back on the bikes and into the mountains
through traditional Thai rural villages before heading for the Eastern
Seaboard coast to Ban Saray beach. Followed by the scenic ride
along isolated beaches passing through numerous Thai fishing villages
before heading back to Bang Chang for our overnight stay at the
renowned Camel Hotel. Evening dinner in tha bar was as good as any
“pub meal” one could wish for back in Australia.
The stories continued well into
the night until Kojak reminded us
we had an early start and long
ride the following day. The
morning broke with a few looking
worst for wear, with blurry eyes,
coming down for another
wholesome breakfast at the
Camel, before the final
instructions and obligatory safety
drill from “the General”. Eagerly
jumping on the bikes, twenty
enthusiastic riders headed off
towards Bangkok.

Expertly headed by our lead rider Basil, on his HD Anniversary Dyna tank,
with Biggles on a Triumph Rocket, as “tail end Charlie and sweep”. The
General on his HD Anniversary was like a kid on Xmas morning as he
guided us on the route using his GPS, noting all distances to turn offs, fuel
stops and the days destination. Fat Boy and Duffy, on Basil’s second bike, a
Buell XSS Lightning, acted as blockers and official (legendary)
photographers. The Phantom on a Yamaha R1 was the “gopher”, chasing up
riders, support vehicles etc. Scuba, a fluent Thai speaker, on his Suzuki GSX
750 was catering officer, organising the food and beverages. In all, 7
Harleys, 3 Triumphs, 1 Bell, 1 Suzuki, 2 Yamaha Kawasaki’s and 6 Hondas
departed Ban Chang at 9 am. We sat on the reasonable speed of about 120130kms per hr, with stops every 100- 120 klms to fuel and rehydrate. This
time of year in Thailand is one of the hottest, with temperatures hovering
between 35-40C on most days. So the need for frequent stops to refuel both
bike and body is paramount.
In Thailand we use bikes to block traffic at intersections as the pack rides
through. This important task was afforded to Fat Boy and Duffy. Locals in up
country Thailand, especially ones on 125cc step throughs, tend not to obey
traffic rules! Two way radios were used between Basil and Biggles to stop
and start the pack. We had two support vehicles, a small 3 tonne truck
carrying all our luggage, tools and spare parts. Puka, our senior member
(who has retired from riding, but was there to support all the lads), rode in a
SUV with anyone else who was not up to the day’s ride.
After passing through Minburi, outer Bangkok, we stopped for fuel and
picked up a Police escort, organised by “Freight Care” which guided us
around the back of Bangkok until we got on the highway to Kanchanaburi.
We thought we were Kings, as we zoomed through the streets of Bangkok
lined with crowds on the pavements cheering us on mild exaggeration). A
Police escort is essential to get you through the heavy traffic, other wise both
rider and bike end up over heating. We departed the fuel stop at a furious
pace led by the Police on motorbikes pushing all the traffic aside and giving
us a clean run to arrive at our lunch spot safely near the start of the Highway
in 20 minutes, a ride that would normally take in excess of an hour in the
renowned traffic.

Advertising in
Rider’s Advocate!
Why not consider
advertising your
business on the
MRAVic Website or in
this Newsletter?
Rates per edition are:
Full page
$300
Half page
$150
Quarter page
$90
Side bar
$60
Business card size
$40
Reviews (business or
product profile).
Full page

$200

Half page

$100

MRAVic Website
banner advertisement.
12 months

After lunch another rider joined us, Scuba on his Suzuki 750, and we
continued down the road to Sia Yok, 40 kms passed Kanchanaburi. We
arrived late afternoon, at our 4 star resort situated on the banks of the River
Kwai in truly scenic surroundings. What a place to relax and enjoy a few
beers around the swimming pool whilst talking up the days ride. It wasn’t
long before most of us hit the “sack” as we had an early rise in order to ride
to Hell Fire pass for the dawn service ceremony. It is essential to get there
early due to the crowds that now attend this momentous and stirring service.
It is certainly an occasion that brings out the “goose bumps.”

Please contact Barry
Marks to place an
advertisement.
04319 00853
marksfam90@gmail.com

Its 25th April, ANZAC Day as we lined up at 3.30 am, for the early morning
trip. All made it except “Boris” who claimed he had a dead battery and so
travelled in the back up vehicle. We ascertained it was the combination of a
hangover and a kill switch in the off position! It was a lovely night ride in the
cool of the morning as the road winded up through the hills to Hell Fire Pass
where we met 4 other Anzac riders on the way.
Continued page 8
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Contact the MRAVic
PO Box 12905 A’Beckett Street Melbourne
VIC 3000
Phone 0401 214 467
ABN 28 703 101 330
Patron: Professor Marcus Wigan, FACS,
FInstP, FICE, FIEAust, FAITPM, FCILT.
MRAVic Board members 2010:
President:

Kerry Walton

0417766555

president@mravic.org.au

Vice President: Grant Delahoy
Secretary:

Barry Marks

Treasurer:

Kim Davies

Membership Secretary:

The organisers of the Dawn service graciously organised
parking near the memorial and we set off for the long walk
down into Hell Fire Pass. The Dawn Service is a very moving
experience and highly recommended to anyone visiting
Thailand at this time of the year.
With the service completed by about 7 am, we made the
arduous trek back up to the top for the “gun firers” breakfast
(coffee, ANZAC biscuits and Bundaberg rum). Then the ride
back to the resort for a second breakfast before departing for
the Kanchanaburi Anzac Day Ceremony. Following this very
moving ceremony, which can produce tears in grown men, we
headed back to the hotel swimming pool to cool off and relax in
anticipation of the task of attending the Anzac day parties later
that night.

Mick Doedee
membershipsecretary@mravic.org.au
Ordinary Board Members:
Wendy Taylor
Tony Ellis
Resource Committee:
Public Officer: Grace Placencio
4B’s
Coordinator:

April 26th, was pencilled in as a free day, to recover or take in
some of the local attractions. Some riders chose to ride to
Three Pagoda Pass up near the Burmese border. What a
lovely ride through the hills of one of Thailand’s most scenic
regions. Others took time out to visit the Tiger Temple. It’s
certainly a daunting experience to sit beside and pat a very big
cat. Then onto the waterfalls for a swim and wash the
underwear after the tigers thought it was “meals on wheels”
back at the temple.

Alan (Alois) Zimmer

Merchandise
Officer:

Kim Davies

Road Safety Reference
Group Rep:

Wendy Taylor

Blood Challenge
Coordinator:

Mick Doedee

Constitutional
Advisor:

Detlef Lamp

Roadside Furniture
Expert:

Dale Maggs

Club Liaison:

Sandra Ramsay

Newsletter
Editor:

Barry Marks
marksfam90@gmail.com

VMAC Representative, Road Safety
& Research Officer and
AMC delegate: Tony Ellis
Toyrun:

Jim Little

Eureka Run:

Paul Murphy

GP Run:

Mick Doedee

General Email: mraa@mravic.org.au
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The following morning, after a few of the team had rid
themselves of that deadly hangover they suffered following
the ANZAC parties, we headed off to the famous “Bridge
over the River Kwai” It is not a complete visit unless you take
that nostalgic stroll across the bridge.
The following two days, involved long rides into Northern
Thailand, firstly to Nakhon Ratchasima (360 klms) for an
overnight stop before heading to Udon Thani (another 360
klms) the following day.

Continued from page 6.

Then another well earned free day to explore the many sites around
Udon. However, you can’t keep an old pro off his bike for too long. So
most of the team took this opportunity to take ride to Nong Kai on the
Laos Border and cross the magnificent Mekong River into Laos to visit
Vientienne, the capital city A couple of guys however decided that a
round of golf on the sensationally manicured course in Ubon was the
better option.
After experiencing some local nightlife and two nights at the traditional
Udon hotel, we are back on the bikes for another long ride to Buri Ram
(315 km), where we spend the next night. Buri Ram is a perfect example
of a lovely Eastern Thailand rural city with lots of open space and
landscaped gardens, known as the Issan Region. It is a region of extreme
contrasts; wealthy and poor, modern and ancient, traditional and
contemporary.
After a very interesting and educational stay in Buri Ram we leave the
following morning for a very scenic and challenging ride through the hills
to Aranya Prathet (190 km). Here we leave the bikes and cross into
Cambodia to Klong Luk (minimal paperwork required) and check into our
hotel with private casino. Unfortunately, our group was not burdened with
having to carry back heavy money bags. A free morning gave us time to
visit some of the historical sites around Klong Luk. Then around 1.00pm,
we headed back over the border to Aranya Prathet and visited the
immense border market before checking into another 1st class hotel for
our overnight stay in Aranya Prathet.

Most experienced
riders will let their
bikes tell them when
it’s time to change
tyres. The slightest
slip is enough to
know.
Typically, motorcycle
tyres are significantly
more expensive than
car tyres.
A typical back tyre for
a cruiser is $300 (our
Vice President’s
M109R behemoth 260
rear Metzler rolls in at
$525!!!)
A typical front tyre for
a cruiser is between
$200-$250.
A conservative rider
will rarely get more
than 20,000km on a
pair of tyres and still
be roadworthy.
I have personally
known aggressive
riders to never get
more than 5,000km
on a set of tyres.
Always change your
tyres as necessary.
As a general rule you
will change one front
tyre for every two rear
tyres but this can
depend on your riding
style as well as
general maintenance
issues with your bike.
“Your life is at stake.”

John Buskes
a1 Motorcycles
Barry Marks
MRAVic
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Phillips Island
Motorcycle display
Some Phillip Island
motorcycle enthusiasts
intend to conduct a
motorcycle display of
historic/classic and
interesting bikes after
the Cranbourne ride on
the Phillip Island Grand
Prix weekend.
Where:
The Esplanade, Cowes’
car park opposite the
Isle of Wight Hotel.
When:
The Saturday of the
Phillip Island Grand Prix
(Proposed date
16/10/2010) between
11.00am – 4.00pm.
Why:
To provide some
motorcycle activity for
participants from the
Cranbourne ride /
motorcycling public who
don’t go to the track
Saturday.
-To get some of those
unseen dungers out of
the shed.
-This is a charity
fundraiser for children
affected by Cancer
How can you help???
See page 11

Page 10

Back on the road for the stretch from Aranya Prathet to the seaside town
of Trat (268 Klms), which is located in the far South Eastern corner of
Thailand, not far from the Cambodian border. We arrived at Trat in time
to catch the 40 minute Ferry trip to the beautiful Island of Koh Chang.
After checking into our hotel overlooking the beach, we collect 125cc
bikes as terrain is not suitable for the larger bikes.
Two fabulous days to tour the Tropical Koh Chang Island, on bikes, with
its maze of dirt tracks. There is absolutely awesome scenery to be
viewed. The island is dotted with restaurants and bars on the beach.
Thus, no shortage of places to rest, eat and enjoy an ale or two, or three.
Alas, no problems with finding parking as in some places, you can
literally ride right up to the bar and order without getting off your bike.
One was now in paradise with time on your hands to relax and reminisce
on the sunny beach, only 50 meters from your hotel room. The hotel
staff, forever so obliging and only too happy to take care of your every
whim; beer, beer and more beer or whatever takes your fancy.
After two sensational days we reluctantly catch the morning ferry from
Koh Chang to Trat. Then back in the saddle for a scenic ride along the
Eastern coastline to Pattaya (165klm). Return bikes and back to the
Wombat Hotel for a well earned rest in Pattaya, if that is possible in “the
Party City”
As usual the ride was another great success with the only minor
problems being a flat battery and a few speeding fines. The hotels were
carefully selected and organised at the right price ensuring there was
security for the bikes, swimming pools and cold beer in that order!.
The next ride is a “Wild Hogs” run down to the Island of Phuket in
October. Most riders have book their holidays and tickets already
Safe Riding
Biggles
http://www.wombattours.com/contact_us.php
MRAVic members will receive a 5% discount on all Wombat Tours
Motorcycle holidays in Thailand by declaring they are MRAVic members
or that they are booking from reading this article. A range of motorcycling
tours are available.
All bike tour excursions include bike hire, petrol, lunch and back- up
vehicle and guides.

Had an accident?
You’ve just had a prang… What do you do?
The most common scenario has the rider in the right, in shock and not
thinking straight. The only way you’ll do all the right things is if you think
about them before hand. It’s a case of a stitch in time saves nine.
A common first response in an accident is to think you have not
damaged much or injured anything. Yet it often ends up being a couple
of thousand dollars of repairs and more time off work than you
intended.
Start with the basics:
Do you have an injury?
First thing is if you’ve had an injury ring 000: even a slight graze or
something that looks like it might sprain qualifies. If you’re not sure then
err on the side of caution. Concussions for example aren’t obvious…
but they’re definitely injuries. Do not be put off by 000. They sometimes
make you feel like you’re wasting their time… ignore this! It is
appropriate to ring 000 in an accident.
If an injury has occurred the police usually send out a policeman. The
policeman will take detailed notes. This can work to your advantage as
the officer will note who was present and is an impartial witness if a
dispute arises. However… the solicitor for the MRA (Grace Placencio)
insists that you never sign a police statement. If someone else is giving
the statement on your behalf all the more reason not to sign it: There
are numerous cases where the police statement totally contradicts the
facts. So be cautious. Give a statement but don’t sign it.
Ambulance.
You may also have to deal with an ambulance. As long as they don’t
cart you away… you won’t incur any fee. The TAC expects you to pay
for the first $564 of expenses before it starts paying… so don’t assume
they’ll pay for everything. If you have a healthcare card (unemployed or
low income) the ambulance is free… so don’t worry. If you stay the
night or all day in hospital then TAC will pay for all of your treatment
www.tac.vic.gov.au

Do you or a friend
have a bike of
classic/historic
interest that you may
be interested in
displaying at the
Phillip Island Grand
Prix 2010?
If the answer is YES!
Contact
Doug MURPHY, Bob
JARRY or Ray
POBJOY with details
of the machine.
dougmurphy@dcsi.net.a
u or 0427780888
bentleg@iinet.net.au
or 56780742
raypobjoy@bigpond.co
m or 0418354711

What will I have to
do?
Turn up about
11.00am, park your
bike in the car park.
Collect it about
4.00pm. It would be
nice if you hung about
to assist with bike
security and tell the
tyre kickers about
your machine. The
event will be gold coin
entry to non-owners –
any revenue to be
donated to Children
with Cancer.

Make a statement.
If a policeman is not in attendance then it is wise to go to the local
police station and make a statement, but do not sign the statement.
Exercise your right to give an unsigned statement. If hassled by the
police say your lawyer has advised you not to sign the document: The
statement is used by insurance companies and others to establish what
happened. Be very careful that the statement is accurate. Often
following an accident, people are a bit confused. The statements they
make initially are not always representative and can affect your
entitlements.
Continued page 12
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Be Clear.
Police commonly write statements out for you but often with a great deal
of imprecision (you’ll recognise this in hindsight). The statements are
often more exact if you write them. Minor nuances in the language can
be very important later on… and with a bit of effort you can often clarify
unclear circumstances. This is the reason why some accidents are
sorted quickly and others drag on forever.

http://xcelplus.com.au
Please direct all inquiries
to.

Xcelplus@pobox.com

Confronted with a range
of motorcycles to pose for
a media shoot at the
launch of the VicRide
Program, which bike did
Minister Tim Pallas
choose to sit on? Our Vice
President’s M109R of
course…
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The other driver.
Try to get the other driver to also make a statement (they should not
sign either). You often find the story starts to change over time if a
statement is not made. Be aware that insurance companies always
recommend you don’t admit liability (it’s in most policies). That explains
why people rarely admit liability on the spot.
Sometimes drivers beg you not to make a statement and that they’ll pay
up “no problems” Drivers often have good reasons for not wanting to
involve the police (driving unlicensed, DUI, etc…). Your chances of
getting paid are probably better if you report it because it is better
documented. Reporting it also ensures that the culprit is less likely to
continue hitting other people.
Phone.
If you need to go to a police station but don’t know where the nearest
police station is then ask 000 when you ring… or ring information and
ask. If you don’t own a mobile phone then ask if you can borrow
someone else’s or use a public/private phone nearby. Remember 000 is
free… so it’s not going to cost anyone for letting you make the call. It’s
times like these that mobiles make life easy.
Take a photo.
If possible take a photo. Most mobile phones now come with cameras. If
yours doesn’t have one… then try to borrow a phone that does. A
picture is worth a thousand words and it doesn’t matter exactly how bad
it is. A picture will still show the general placement of the vehicles. Try to
take this picture before you start moving the vehicles. Photograph the
road: skid marks disappear, traffic lights can be changed and signs often
don’t exist (or are later put in place). Furthermore, if you have suffered
physical injuries take photographs as soon as practicable (even minor
injuries).
To move or not to move.
If it’s an injury accident it’s sensible not to move the vehicles until the
police arrive. Sometimes it’s not possible to leave the vehicles for so
long… in which case photos are desirable.
Tow trucks.
Be aware that tow trucks will only tow to their depot normally. The fees
for this short trip are expensive and if you leave the vehicle in the yard
you will also incur storage. It is often much better to leave the vehicle
where it is and come back for it. If the police ring you up and try to get
permission to get the vehicle towed it’s usually better not to give it
unless you want it stored somewhere. Please remember the tow truck
will not take it to your home even if that’s what you request from the
police. If you want it taken home you would have to go to the tow truck
depot… pay for the tow… and then pay another fee to take it home for
you.

Damage after the accident.
The other reason for not using a tow truck is that none of them are rigged
specifically for motorcycles. Vic Roads claims they are but this amounts to
lashing your bike to a flat bed truck… by people who often don’t know
bikes… so it often results in damage. Tow truck drivers have even been
observed to tow the bike up with a winch (while on its side). It is not
uncommon for more damage to be done by the tow truck driver than was
caused in the accident. There are motorcycle specific towing companies…
but they are not part of Vic Roads tow truck allocations system (shame Vic
Roads!!!) and you have to contact them privately
http://www.callmts.com.au. Motorcycle specific companies are also
cheaper than a tow trucks.
To charge or not to charge.
The police often are unwilling to charge a person who has hit you or may
leave it to your discretion. If offered the option it is always preferable to
have them charged. Insurance companies often look at who was charged
to ascertain who was at fault. This may shorten your claims period by
weeks or months. It also helps in the situation where the other driver starts
to deny fault. Both the statement and the charge document the story
nicely. However unless the driver goes to the police station to make a
statement the police often won’t charge them. This is another good reason
for having the police come to the scene if possible: Police are more likely
to charge someone if they have seen the accident.
Be careful not to rely entirely on what the police statement says. Often the
police arrive after the accident scene has been changed or altered and the
police ask independent witnesses (who may not have seen the accident)
what has occurred only to find out later that the witness is wrong and the
police version is likewise wrong.
Witnesses.
Probably the hardest thing to do is to take down the details of witnesses.
This is another good reason for asking police to attend. They WILL take
down witness’s names, addresses and contact numbers. They have the
power to demand these details… you don’t (only the person who hit you
must supply their details). Taking details is a very stressful thing to do in
the middle of an accident when you’re probably not feeling too well.
TAC claim.
If there is a vehicle involved in an accident (even if stationary) ALWAYS
complete a TAC claim form. The TAC doesn’t expect you to do it right
away. However the sooner you do the paperwork, the sooner the TAC will
pay the hospital bills. You have 12 months from the date of accident to
complete the TAC claim form. The TAC will rely on the information you
provide on the claim form and will only use the police report when you
leave the questions unanswered. Make sure you leave no blanks when
completing the claim form, and if in doubt, put “unknown”. Whereas it
would appear the TAC relies on a police report, if there is any doubt about
how the accident happened, your word will prevail provided you can show
the police statement is wrong. You can complete a TAC claim form over
the phone if necessary.

Alan (Alois) Zimmer
aka “No Brakes”,
just seconds from
departing on his
round Australia
journey.
Many members will
remember an
inspirational article in
the 05 edition of
Rider’s Advocate
describing Alan’s
accident, the
subsequent loss of
his right arm and
Alan’s determination
to get back on a bike.
Alan set off on the
15th of July at about
9.00am (the above
picture was taken
seconds before Alan
took off) on a round
Australia journey.
Alan rode a modified
Kawasaki KLR 650
and met up with his
mate Geoff Ritchie in
Sydney. Geoff rode a
Triumph Sprint 1050.
The two clocked
17,075 klms and
completed the
journey in exactly 6
weeks.
You can get all the
details on the
following blog.
http://roundoz.spaces.live.com
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Spanner Night.
MRAVic has
generously decided to
sponsor a motorcycle
maintenance evening
to be held in Brighton.
The cost of the 2 hour
event will be 100%
covered by MRAVic
and will be directed by
qualified motorcycle
mechanics in a
commercial workshop.
Subsequent “spanner
nights will attract a
small fee.
Up to 20 people can
attend.
The date will be fixed
when enough people
have expressed
interest and will most
likely be a weeknight.
Please send
expressions of interest
to Barry Marks
Secretary MRAVic
marksfam90@gmail.com

TAC or Workcover.
There is sometimes a grey area between work and private usage: If you have
the option it is usually preferable to claim under the TAC scheme because
your Workcover premiums will not be affected by such a claim. This is usually
an issue for the self employed e.g. Couriers. However, ignorance of the law is
no excuse and if the road accident happens during working hours, you must
complete a Workcover claim as well.

Insurance.
It’s always easier if you use your insurance. But be aware that there is an
excess that they expect you to pay. This is often $500 or more. Depending on
which insurance company/policy they may waive the excess if you are not at
fault. HOWEVER you can claim directly against the driver’s insurance
company yourself. You get to do all the work BUT you don’t pay the excess
and you can claim other items like helmet, jacket, pants, boots, electrical
equipment, etc… These aren’t normally covered by your motorcycle policy.
This can work out to $1,000 or more. If your excess is very large (young riders
often have large excesses) then you may save even more. It will take a bit
longer to claim this way… but you may be thousands of dollars better off (at
least a thousand is common). If you’re off work anyway you’ll have lots of time
to do this and the extra money may be very handy.

Read your policy.
If you have a problem with your insurance company remember to read the
policy. It’s amazing but sometimes the insurance companies forget what
they’ve written there. Not all insurance companies are the same. Swop if the
service you get is bad. Remember to write a letter of complaint to the CEO
before you go otherwise they’ll probably never realise they’ve got a problem
and it’ll never get fixed.

Amnesia.
It is quite common for a rider to suffer amnesia after an accident. A knock to
the head, shock and the analgesic gas they use in the ambulance will often do
this. Memory often does come back (at least bits of it)… but it may take a
while. Because of amnesia the rider’s version of events often doesn’t get told.
This means the police often rely on the car driver’s version of events… and
may be unwilling to trust later statements from riders whose memory has
returned. This is why consulting a lawyer is important: Many people with head
injuries often remember what happened years later. This can be a turning
point in a case where the police initially said there was no case.

Fatality.
or call on 04319 00853.
One lucky member will
get a free service just
by turning up on their
bike.
Don’t pass up this
opportunity as most of
us don’t know enough
about our bikes!
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In the case of a fatality the family takes over the responsibility for the affairs of
the deceased. Please be aware that if roadside furniture or unsafe conditions
are involved it is possible to sue. This option is usually something that is only
available to dependents of the deceased (wife/husband and child). This is a
much under-utilised option that dependents should be aware of. A large body
of evidence exists to show that many things on our roads are dangerous but
until someone sues over them they often don’t get fixed (Ulysses has
successfully sued in cases of property damage). Please consider making a
difference if you can.

Michael Czajka B Bus Acc (Law), Dip. App. Sc.
MRA Honorary Life Member

Sidney Richardson’s Diary, February 1928.
Editors Introduction.
The following diary was written by Sidney Richardson in the summer of 1928
about a 14 day return trip from Melbourne to Sydney with two mates, Tom Warne
and William (Bill) O’Connor. The bikes were one Coventry Eagle and two
Douglas’s. Only one of the bikes, a Douglas EW had an electric headlight. The
other two had gas lanterns. The fourteen day journal will be serialized over
forthcoming editions of Rider’s Advocate.
Day’s one, two, three and four were published in previous editions of this journal
and can be viewed by visiting our website www.mravic.org.au.
To preserve authenticity the text has not been edited.

Day 5 - 24th Feb 1928
I woke Bill and Tom up about 5.30AM and by 6.00AM we were on the road again.
I reckoned that we were losing too much time and that I was going to pull them
out of bed early every morning, but Tom reckoned that it was only a fluke that I
woke first. We had to button up and put on our gloves etc. as we passed over the
Bega River on account of fog making it very chilly. We had a very interesting ride
before breakfast as the country is mountainous and rocky (not heavily timbered)
the fog made it appear as though we were up above the clouds at times, then we
would come down for a mile or so (some very steep grades and some of them 2
and 3 miles long) ride through heavy fog again for a while then up we would go
again to clear air above the fog. The road does not seem to be straight for more
than 100 yards at a stretch. 25 or 30 miles out of Bega we came into Cobargo
and ordered our breakfast which we enjoyed very much as our appetites were
keen after our early morning ride in the fog.
By the time we got on the road again the sun had warmed up things considerably
and had turned out a beautiful day. The road was the only thing that did not seem
made to order. We had not gone far when I heard something rattling so I pulled
up and found I had lost a bolt out of the frame of my bike, but after turning Bills
and my kit out we found we never had a bolt that would fit. We had to wait about
20 minutes as Tom had not arrived along but when he came he told us he had
broken his back chain and it took him a while to fix it. But he saved me a job as
he had an old bolt that would hold my frame till we could get one.
After getting all together again we made another start the road was still very hilly,
rough and also dusty. The first real dusty road we have struck on the trip, we
arrived at Narooma about 11 00AM I stopped at a garage to get a bolt to fit the
frame of the bike. Tom was riding about the town having a look around (We are
now on the ocean again) when his chain broke again. On making an examination
of things Tom found the cause to be that the back plate of his clutch was loose
and the chain used to ride up over it with the result that something must go. Then
Tom had to take the clutch to pieces and fix it up. By this time I was ready and
was telling him that he should have found these things out before instead of
looking at the scenery. He had no sooner fixed his clutch that I found out my
petrol tank was leaking, more delay while I took it off and got it soldered. Most of
this time Bill was down at the inlet paddling about and trying to catch small fish.
The sport being hard work, Bill soon began to get hungry. So he went up the
street and came back with a small loaf of bread, 2 pounds of tomatoes and half a
pound of salt. We did not go short of salt on our tomatoes.
Continued page 16

Caldermeade
Farm & Cafe –
Contacts & location
Open daily 9am – 5pm
summer, weekends and
holidays
(10am – 4pm winter
weekdays)
4385 South Gippsland
Highway Caldermeade
3984
Telephone: 03 5997
5000
Fax: 5997 5111
Email: maxwellj@tpg.com.au
Melways Ref: Map 612 R 8

VICROADS: 96 A5

MRAVic members will
find Caldermeade Farm
on the way to Phillip
Island.
As a special offer to
members 5% discount
on all purchases to the
end of 2010.
$10 Bacon and Eggs
from Wed 13th to Sat
16th of October.
Biker friendly and ample
parking. Stop in on your way
to the GP!
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Special offer to
MRAVic members
and their friends and
families.
Ride-Tek Motorcycle
Training Academy
has offered to run an
introductory riding
course to friends and
relatives of MRAVic
Members who currently
don’t ride.
There is no charge and
up to 6 people can
attend.
This presents an
opportunity to get a
taste of riding in a
structured safe
environment free of
normal traffic.
The course will be run
at Sandown.
Bikes available will be
Honda CBR 125cc and
various scooters.
Should this present a
positive experience
Ride-Tek can offer a
learners course to
complete your initial
training.
Please direct
expressions of interest
to Barry Marks
marksfam90@gmail.co
m
Candidates must be at
least 18 years of age.
http://www.ridetek.com.
au/ridertraining.htm

We crossed over an inlet at Narooma on a Government punt. The road
although rough was a little straighter and we hit up a fair pace in some
stretches. Tom and I were together and saw a fine big Kangaroo, a little
later on, Tom was ahead and just missed running over a big snake. We
had seen a lot of Kangaroos on the trip and in some places lots of
Wallabies. The road now began to get into more even sort of country,
later on I think a few miles out of Moruya we struck about 8 miles of road
that had just been made and I opened my bike flat out for the first time in
NSW Bill and I used to have nearly a fight every night over whose bike
could go the fastest. So when Bill arrived in Moruya a bit behind and
when I wanted to know if his bike could do more than 10 miles an hour in
top gear down hill on a perfect road with a following wind.
Bill said "Don't forget we are 500 miles away from home and Mother and I
don't want to have to walk home.", so Tom and I could not stop laughing
at Bill for the rest of the day. We filled up with petrol and Tom and Bill
went Pie hunting with success, for the first time since they left home. I
think Bill asked at every stop if meat pies could be got in the town. He
was greatly pleased when at last he got some. We continued on after a
feed of pies over bad roads again with plenty of bends to Bateman's Bay
where we arrived at 7.00PM.
We held a short consultation and decided that we had lost a good deal of
time during the day and had better put our lights on and go on to the next
place Milton, 40 miles so we rode our bikes onto the Punt, lit our lights
while crossing the inlet and made a start.
This was to be our worst ride and roads of the very worst. Bad bends we
had a few narrow escapes from running over some of the banks as the
bends came right round in circles and could not see by lamp light too
well. A spot-light would be very useful here. Some hills seemed to be
straight up and coming down was much like the Big Dipper at Luna Park.
By lamp light we could not judge the road surface very well and not
knowing the road. In some of the hollows we would run into sand 6 or 8
inches deep and we would have a lot of second gear work. In other
places there may be no sand but the road would be washed away with
gutters running right across or perhaps loose metal.
It was great fun in the sand and we had to keep away from one another
as we did not know which direction we might go next, of skidding right
around the opposite way to which we were going. After we had been
going for about an hour and a half, Bill's lamp went out. So he had to ride
along with me as I had an electric light on but I had to ride in second gear
all the way so as I could keep the engine going to keep my light bright.
Bill and I got to Old Milton and pulled up after looking the road map we
discovered that Milton was about a mile and a half further on and it was
about 11.00PM then and we had been stopped about 20 minutes and
there was no sign of Tom coming. But Bill reckoned that we had better go
on to Milton to get something to eat as we had no tea and we were
starting to feel it. I said that there would be no shops open at that time,
but Bill reckoned of course there will be as it is Friday night tonight so to
please him we rode into Milton, but there was not a light to be seen
anywhere. Then we turned round and went back to look for Tom, we got
about 2 miles back when we met Tom coming along as slow as he could
as he had broken the two springs off his front forks.
Continued page 17
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(I mean the bike's) Tom said it would be better if we went back to Milton and
knock a Hotel up as we were feeling like bed, so Bill and I left Tom and rode
back to Milton. Then I had the fun of waking someone up, but at last we got
somebody up and they let us in. by the time we were knocking and waiting
Tom had arrived along.
It had taken four and a half hours to do 40 miles so you can judge what the
road was like. After some supper we went straight to bed.
Mileage for the day: 145 miles

Day 6 - 25th Feb 1928
Tom tried to get springs for his front forks in Milton but had no luck, but a
Blacksmith did the best he could with the old ones, but they were too short and
made the forks like as if they were solid, but he had to put up with them until
he reached Sydney. When Tom was fixing his bike Bill and I were filling in time
by going to the Billiard room and having a game of billiards, the only game we
have had in N. S. W. Then we had a shave and by this time Tom was ready.
We left Milton at 12.15PM and after more bad roads we struck Nowra at about
3.00PM. We were all hot and dusty, so after a refresher got going again. The
sky was looking black and we were expecting rain at any minute. The road
was still bad and hilly, we did not mind hills in the least, in fact we enjoyed
them immensely but so much bad road was beginning to make itself felt. As
we got near Kiama we got some nice sea views from the hilltops, we are now
following the coast fairly closely and there are houses and a few people about.
We passed lots of places marked oyster lease and lots with oysters for sale. At
Kiama we tried to get a bed but both Hotel and Boarding House were full up.
By this time it was starting to get dark and it was raining. Bill and Tom did not
fancy the idea of going on, after our previous night's experience but there was
nothing else for it. Tom's lamp had got shaken off over the bad roads. I was
the only one that had a light so I had to pilot them along slowly. It rained
heavily all the way.
We arrived safely at Albion Park at 8.00PM. Put up at the only Hotel and got
some tea at a refreshment place as we had missed tea at the Hotel. After tea
we were outside thinking about bed as all was well in darkness and no people
about. All at once I heard an engine faintly in the distance. After an argument
as to what kind of car it was, we gave into Bill who said it was "Hinkler's
plane". As we were now in civilization, Hinkler was the man of the moment and
several had asked us if we had passed him anywhere along the road. The
publican told us the engine we had heard was a picture show. He gave us
directions how to get there, but when in the dark in a strange place with no
guiding light and no people about to ask direction from it is easy to loose your
way. As we got nearer we could see a few people moving about a motor van
with lights and an engine running inside it.
We could not find a road in the right direction so after a short consultation we
decided to make straight for the engine, which we started out to do. Tom
started out to do the trick as it should be done and led Bill and I over a heap of
horse shoes, old iron etc. in a Blacksmith's yard. I stood on a hoop and it flew
up and nearly broke my shin, of course I reckoned it was Tom's fault so he
thought the easiest way was to let me lead the way, but soon I disappeared
down a drain. After they had dragged me out and we collected our wits again.
Bill showed us the way in a grand style for a while across a cleared paddock. It
did not enter our heads at the time that most paddocks are surrounded by a
fence.

Toy Run 2010.
MRAVic is pleased to
announce that this year’s
destination for the 2010
Toy Run is Docklands.
This year’s event
promises to be bigger and
better than ever before,
with new events partners
the Docklands Chamber
of Commerce.
Docklands has many
things for both riders and
non-riders alike and we
hope that this year’s event
will be a truly family
oriented day with many
people taking advantage
of the excellent access by
public transport.
Riders will not be
disappointed with many
feeder runs planned
allowing access to a
choice of organised runs
from many different areas
around Melbourne.
The different planned
staging points will be
advertised on our website
shortly and also in the
next edition of Rider’s
Advocate.

Stay tuned for
more
information
shortly.
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MRA (Vic) Summer
Blood Challenge
December to
February.
It all began in 1979,
when the Motorcycle
Riders' Association of
Australia (MRAA)
issued a challenge to
other organisations to
give more blood than
the state's motorcyclists
during the three
summer months.
The MRAA recognised
that summer was
traditionally a difficult
time for the Blood
Service, particularly
after Christmas. Groups
such as the scout
Association and the
Victorian Police joined
in and met the
challenge.
Today these
organisations maintain
their support and
enthusiasm for the
challenge. They have
since been joined by
over fifty businesses,
clubs and government
departments, building
the Summer Blood
Challenge into a well
recognised annual
community event.
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All we were looking at was the lights of the Hall fast getting nearer.
All at once Bill let out an unearthly yell and we found he had walked
into a barbed wire fence, he had a nasty cut on his thumb and
several punctures in his leg. He was lucky not to have cut himself
more than he did. The next thing we did was run into a tennis court
fence. We tried to go round it but could not for hedges, we started
to climb it which took some doing and when we got inside we had
to climb out the other side and then it was all plain sailing to the
pictures
It was a real bush affair but we enjoyed it and afterwards followed
the crowd so as to find our way back to the Hotel about 11.30PM.
Mileage for the day: 80 miles

Douglas EW similar to that
ridden by Sidney Richardson.

Douglas TS similar to
that ridden by William
(Bill) O’Connor.

Coventry Eagle similar to
that ridden by Tom Warne.

Only the Douglas EW had an electric headlamp. The other two
bikes had acetylene gas lanterns.

Ride Day track options – thinking out loud.
It seems that each day the threat of losing my license over a split second
lapse with the speed limit when I’m on my motorcycle diminishes the joy I
should be receiving every kilometer. The best way I have found to overcome
this problem is to spend the money and book a track day. That said, the cost
limits my potential for this happening as much as I would like. Add to that
the travel and accommodation necessary to be able to make a concentrated
day of the track experience, without an early morning long haul drive to get
there, or the same to get home generally means a commitment of a least
one and ideally two nights in a motel.
I guess when I really have nothing to do, I could count the number of
motocross and dirt bike tracks in this fair State of ours and have good
reason to praise the inspired members that took the time to develop these
tracks for the enjoyment of their fellow riders. Contrast this to what is
readily available here in Victoria for road riding tracks; our options are
certainly limited, requiring booking months in advance, at a decreasing
option of venues.
While other motorsports enthusiasts have shown of late their displeasure at
the lack of suitable facilities for their sport (Drag racing in particular) I wish to
pose an option that the road riding motorcycle riders of Victoria can do for
themselves to address these shortcomings. In essence, an affordable track
day venue that is solely dedicated to motorcycle road riding, not racing, but
ride day activities. A place where you can appreciate the potential of your
motorcycle without the limitation necessary for commuter traffic, yet
structured for safe and equality of use by a membership.
For the past 6 months or so I have been talking to various motorcycle
interest groups, gradually developing research, asking questions and putting
together a basic structure. This investigation has led me to seek the
answers to the vital questions necessary to determine the where, how, when
and what to determine if it is feasible. Likewise consider what format could
best serve the target motorcycling community membership.
If this article has gained your interest I am looking to form a steering
committee to discuss this research and if encouraged, move forward to
engage the greater road rider motorcycle community and qualify whether a
viable venture can materialise.
I have set up a website to gather information and register interest, so please
take the time to visit www.mrrcoop.com
The most important feature will be to register your interest in becoming a
member and nominating the level of commitment that you would be
prepared to make (both financial and volunteering with the potential
establishment). I can be contacted by email on info@mrrcoop.com

Myer Christmas
Parade 2010.
Once again MRAVic
has been offered a
slot in the Myer
Christmas Parade to
be run on Saturday
the 13th of
November 2010.
We will require
about 12 riders as in
previous years.
Expressions of
interest should be
sent to Barry Marks
marksfam90@optus
net.com.au
In 2009 the live
audience was
40,000 whilst the
television coverage
was 200,000
viewers.
This year the live
audience is
expected to be
around 60,000 and
the television
coverage is
expected to be
around 300,000
viewers.
The Myer Christmas
Parade is an annual
event presented by
Myer as a “public
gift” to the people of
Melbourne.

Cheers,
Bruce Donaldson
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Forthcoming Events:
10th October 2010

5th Annual VACC Safe Routes Scooter Rally
Luna Park 10.00AM
2010 Barry Sheene Tribute Ride to the GP
MRA Cranbourne GP Run (arrive from
8.00AM for a 10.00AM start)
Southern Classic Festival of Motorcycles
Pink Ribbon Ride 2010
Wodonga Motorcycle Show & Shine
Mods vs Rockers Ride
Fish Holes Rally
Myer Christmas Parade (MRAV Participating)
Red Knights GREAT OCEAN ROAD TOUR
Australian Motorcycle Expo
MRAVic QGM 3
MRAVic Toy Run

14th October 2010
16th October 2010

MRAVic Website
www. mravic. org. au
Make this your new home page
with the latest Motorcycling news,
calendar and forums to keep you
informed, in touch and enjoying the
most of your right to ride!

23rd October 2010
24th October 2010
24th October 2010
7th November 2010
12th November 2010
13th November 2010
20th November 2010
26-28th November 2010
10th December 2010
12th December 2010
26th February 2011

Cystic Fibrosis Australia inaugural Motorcycle
Charity Ride

18th March 2011
27th May 2011

MRAVic 2010 AGM
Fatality Free Friday

Check the online calendar for more details
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/calendar-month.php
Rider’s Advocate Issue 07 September 2010

Membership Application
I would like to become a member of the MRA for $25 and gain a voice
government and decision makers will hear
Name
Address

Phone

Postcode

Mobile

PO Box 12905
A’Beckett Street
Melbourne VIC 3000
Phone 0401 214467
www.mravic.org.au

Email
DOB

Occupation

Renewal

Member no.

Payment method
Cheque

Money Order

Please make payable to “MRA Australia”
Visa

Mastercard

Card Number

Cardholder name

Expiry Date

Signature
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Bankcard

