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The culture of safety and
security eats away at
everything we do and
dinosaurs like myself, find it
harder to explain that each
of us must stand up and be
counted. Helmets,
protective clothing, leg
protectors, electronic safety
devices may or may not save
us. Our wits and God’s
favour might. But in the end,
we must have the right to
live our lives as we see fit,
respecting our fellow man,
but in freedom”.
Trevor Baird, Former General
Secretary of MAG UK

Keep up to date with
motorcycling news at

www.mravic.org.au
The complete
Motorcycling
Calendar, forums,
information,
history, find it all
online!
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Motorcycle toll drops by 10%
AMC MEDIA RELEASE
The Australian Motorcycle Council cautiously welcomes news that motorcycle fatalities in
Australia have dropped by 10% in the past 12 months, at the same time as motorcycle
registrations continue to increase. AMC chairman, Shaun Lennard, has noted the figures
contained in two reports released to coincide with the first anniversary of the launch of the
UN Decade of Action for Road Safety.
The Bureau for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (BITRE) recently released
its 2011 Statistical Summary on Australian road deaths, and also the most recent version of
its monthly review of road deaths – this latest to the 12 months ended April 2012. The 2011
report contains two sets of figures relating to motorcyclists – the raw numbers of fatalities
and deaths per 10,000 registrations.
Continued Page 5
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Dates

Meeting/event type

Important dates for 2012 to 2013
Date

MRAV membership renewal date

February 20, 2013

MRAV Board meetings (2012))

Third Monday of each month:
See Website Calendar for further dates
Third Monday quarterly:
June 18th, 2012
September 17th, 2012
December 17th, 2012
Monday, March 18th, 2013

QGM 2012

AGM 2013
RoadSafe Metropolitan North
Eastern’s Motorcycle Safety
Awareness session

Sunday 19th August, 2012

Vietnam Veterans Day

Sunday 19th August, 2012

THE GREAT OCEAN ROAD
SPRINGTIME RUN TO LORNE

Sunday 9th September, 2012

CENTRAL VICTORIA SOCIAL RUN TO Sunday 7th October, 2012
HEATHCOTE
Cardinia Road Safety Expo and
Children's Day

Saturday 20th October, 2012

MRAV GP Run

Saturday, October 27th, 2012

Melbourne Motorcycle Expo

Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th November, 2012

Eureka Run

Sunday, December 2nd, 2012

MRAV Toy Run

Sunday, December 9th, 2012

Check out the calendar on our website;
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/calendar-month.php

http://www.wombatt
ours.com/contact_u
s.php
MRAVic members will
receive a 5% discount on
all Wombat Tours
Motorcycle holidays in
Thailand by declaring they
are MRAVic members. A
range of motorcycling
tours are available.
All bike tour excursions
include bike hire, petrol,
lunch and back- up
vehicle and guides.
Vietnam Veterans Day

Vietnam Veterans Day, is
a day for remembering
and honoring those men
and woman who died in
military service for our
country. These Soldiers,
Sailors, and Airmen made
the ultimate sacrifice, and
they and their families
deserve, at the very least,
a quiet moment of thanks
this V.V. D.
The Vietnam Veterans
MC Gippsland Chapter
would like to invite all
interested persons to help
us commemorate this
day.
On Sunday the 19th of
August 2012 at 1.45pm
At our Club House,
Longwarry Nth.
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Contact the MRAVic
PO Box 12905 A’Beckett
Street Melbourne VIC 3000
Phone 0401 214467
www.mravic.org.au

General Email:
mraa@mravic.org.au
ABN 28 703 101 330

Patron:
Professor Marcus Wigan,
FACS, FInstP, FICE, FIEAust,
FAITPM, FCILT.

MRAVic Board 2012
President:
Grant Delahoy
president@mravic.org.au
0433229815
Vice President /
MSSecretary:
Paul Finey
vicepresident@mravic.org.au
membershipsecretary@mravic.org.au

Secretar y / Treasurer:
Wendy Taylor
secretary@mravic.org.au
treasurer@mravic.org.au
Ordinary Board Members:
Tony Ellis
Alan Zimmer
Resource Committee:
Public Officer:
Grace Placencio
Constitutional Advisor:
Detlef Lamp
Eureka Run:
Paul Murphy
Chief Marshal:
Somebody put their hand
up please?
mravmarshal@gmail.com
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Where style is pure attitude

Women have their own
individuality and style,
therefore our Girl Rider ®
range was specifically
designed with this in
mind, as they still want to
look like a women when
riding.
Our range is design by
women for women and
girls.
Girlrider Pty Ltd
18 Yendon Close
Caroline Springs
Victoria, 3023 Australia

http://girlrider.com.au/in
dex.html
Phone : (+61 3) 8361 7981
Fax : (+61 3) 8361 7981
Email :

info@girlrider.com.au
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THE GREAT OCEAN ROAD
SPRINGTIME RUN TO
LORNE

Contact info :
Rodney Brown 0416 157 938
Start/End Date: September
9, 2012 (Sunday)
Start Time: Meet at 9.30am,
depart at 10.00am
Starting Location: Shell
Westgate Outbound
2 West Gate Freeway Port
Melb
Let’s all ride into Spring by
getting on our motorbikes
or trikes and riding down
The Great Ocean Road to
Lorne.
So come along and be part
of a great social ride which
takes in panoramic views of
where the hills meet the
ocean. You will be riding
through little coastal resort
towns dotted along the way.
Ride down the Geelong
Hwy, turning off to Geelong
and riding to the Texas Café
(28 Mercer St.) for a chat,
drinks and toilet break. Then
ride off to Lorne, via The
Great Ocean Road, for
lunch, refreshments and a
look around the town. As a
suggestion, we could go to
the Arab Café or to the Pub
for lunch.
On the return ride we can
once again stop off at the
Texan Café for a break and
then return home via the
Geelong Hwy. Going home
you may wish to stick to the
program or make your own
way.
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AMC Media Release Continued
“In raw numbers, there was a 10% decline in the 2011 year – 201 deaths was the lowest number in
seven years,” said Lennard. “So far this year the trend is maintained, with the 12 months to April 2012
showing a 10.4% drop over the previous 12 months.”
198 motorcyclists were killed on Australian roads in the 12 months to 30 April.
“But it’s when analysing deaths per 10,000 registrations, you see just how significantly the situation
has actually improved over time,” Lennard continued.
“From 2002 until 2006, this remained at around 5 deaths per 10,000 registrations. So as the number of
riders started to increase significantly, so too the number of deaths. But this has changed markedly and
consistently over the past six years. The rate in 2011 was just under 2 deaths per 10,000. There was a
12.7% decrease last year alone, and an average of 6.7% decrease for the past decade.”
“This number is still way too high. Every single road death represents a tragic set of circumstances for
everyone involved. But at least it’s a good sign to see the motorcycle toll now below 200. Below 100
would be far better.”
“We’re not getting overly-excited about just one set of figures – however the trend is continuing to go
in the right direction,” he concluded. “Riding a motorcycle or scooter in Australia has never been
safer.”

Sex Party Calls for Biker’s Rights
The Sex Party’s candidate for the Melbourne by Election has called on the government to
abandon proposals for compulsory wearing of fluoro jackets for motorbike riders and the
imposition of $6,000 fees for ‘supervised training’ of new riders.
Policy on their website

WIN A FREE TATTOO!
Be the first to sign up two friends as MRA(Vic) Members before the end of August 2012 and
win a free tattoo (the value of $80) courtesy of Sideshow Tattoos 534 Mt Alexander Road,
Ascot Vale 3032. http://www.facebook.com/sideshowtatts

Click here to sign up online – or send an email to membershipsecretary@mravic.org.au with
information on who you have signed up. Sideshow Tattoos kindly provided this prize which
was donated by Rodney Brown.

Cardinia Road Safety Expo and Children's Day
Saturday 20th October

Your association
needs you!
It’s not uncommon for clubs
and associations to have
difficulty in finding members
to take and active role in the
running and administration
of the organization. But it’s
getting to the point that we
cannot function.
The MRA(Vic) needs the
help of members. We need
a roll call of people to assist
with selling badges,
marshaling, manning the
Van in October events and
for the Toyrun.
Don’t be shy, give us a call
or send an email and we’ll
be glad to give you
something that is
worthwhile and rewarding
to do.

The Cardinia Road Safety Expo and Children's Day is a major event held within the Cardinia
Shire each year. It is held during the month of October to coincide with 'Community Saftey'
month throughout the state of Victoria.
The day is primarily a combined emergency services PR expo aimed at highlighting and
promoting road safety and trauma reduction. It involves the Cardinia Shire, Victoria Police,
Ambulance Victoria, the MFB, CFA and SES, Vic Roads, the TAC, RACV, Parks Victoria and the
DSE along with a number of other local road safety and community organisations.
There will be a number of static displays from all organisations including vehicles, trucks and
motorcycles. As part of the Victoria Police display there will be marked and unmarked
Highway Patrol vehicles, on and off-road motorcycles, mini police cars and a mini police
helicopter, the Mobile Police Command Facility, along with the attendance of the Victoria
Police Major collision Investigation Unit, the Victoria Police Historical Society, the Blue Ribbon
Foundation (with Constable T-bear), the Victoria Police Showband and the attendance of the
Police Air Wing / Air Ambulance. There will also be an interactive ambulance, the Safe Cars
Save Lives Electronic Stability Control (ESC) vehicle simulator and the MFB SmokeBusters
truck.

mraa@mravic.org.au

The MRA(Vic) will have our new trailer on display so come on down for a coffee and a chat!
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CENTRAL VICTORIA SOCIAL
RUN TO HEATHCOTE
Contact info : Rodney Brown
0416 157 938
Come along and be part of a
great social ride which takes
you into the heart of
Victoria. You will be riding
through little country towns
nestled off the main
highway that offer great
coffee and counter meals.
Let’s all meet at the Keilor
Hotel at 10 am and saddle
up for a 10.30 am ride out.
Ride up the Calder Hwy,
turning off to Riddells Creek
and onto Lancefield for a
chat, drinks and toilet break.
Then ride off to Heathcote
for lunch, refreshments and
a look around the town.
On the return ride we can
stop off at Woodend for a
break. Go down memory
lane by riding through the
Black Forest and then return
to the Calder Hwy and head
for home.
Going home you may wish
to stick to the program or
make your own way. The
route will include open
highway and you will
encounter hilly and windy
roads. So take it easy
everyone and ride safely.
All members are
encouraged to turn up and
have a great day. This ride
will further reinforce our
passion to ride for the
Association.
If you are unable to
commence the run at the
starting point, you are most
welcome to meet up with
the riders at one of the
stops.
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The 14th MRA Cranbourne GP Run will be held this year
on Saturday 27th October 2012.
On the Saturday of the Moto GP each year, the City of Casey hosts the MRA Cranbourne GP
Run from 8.15 am in High Street, Cranbourne.
The MRA Cranbourne GP Run is one of the most exciting motorcycle events in Victoria, as
people assemble to watch and this year join Olympic Medalist Sally Pearson wave off of
thousands of motorcycle riders travelling en masse to Phillip Island for the Moto GP!
The MRA Cranbourne GP Run is an opportunity for riders of different backgrounds and abilities
to get together and participate in the biggest group motorcycle ride in Victoria. The event is a
major attraction to the South East region and attracts thousands of people to the City of Casey.
From 8.15am on the Saturday morning the
southbound carriageways of High Street
Cranbourne will be shut to allow for the
parking of motorcycles that wish to participate
in the group ride to the Phillip Island race
circuit. This ride has become a major annual
event that is well attended by motorcyclists
from all over Australia.
Now in its 14th year, Cranbourne becomes a
vibrant hub of activity as High, Childers,
Bakewell and Lyall Streets come alive with
activities. Spectators and riders enjoy music,
food stalls and community displays.
The heat turns up at 10 am when the bikes
start their engines and excitement grows for
the celebrity wave off.
The event is FREE - no cost, no registration,
just bring your bike and be there by 9.30am if
you wish to ride.
Bring the whole family to see this unique and
spectacular event!

President’s Report - Shifting Gears
OK so the mock ad on page one may be firmly tongue in
cheek but I hope most recognize the point being made.
Drivers need to look out for riders regardless of what they
wear as it makes no difference if they’re not looking.
There is a serious push by Victoria Police and the TAC for it
to be mandatory for riders to wear Hi- Visibility apparel.
Check out the last time we wore vests on the right, it was
our choice, but never again.
According to media reports, Senior Sergeant Bill Gore, of the Wangaratta Highway Patrol, told a
motorcycle forum that the current Parliament of Victoria inquiry into motorcycle safety will
inevitably introduce tougher safety laws that could involve wearing a fluoro vest or a full fluoro
jacket.

"If you don't like this, stop riding motorcycles," he said. "Within 18 months the government
will legislate that all your jackets have got to be this color."
The evidence used to back up this contention is apparently “Common sense”. I guess this must be
the same sort of common sense we see exploded on the US TV Show “Mythbusters” every week as
everyone knows that common sense is a myth. Why else would they put labels on clear plastic bags
that says “do not put over your head!” or warnings like “do not use in bath!” on electric hair driers.
It always appears ironic when calls that blame the victim like these are made. On the one hand they
recognize that motorcycles are harder to see, but on the other hand they refuse to acknowledge
that a visual deficiency could be compensated for by an auditory increase. Like the mechanic who
couldn’t fix the brakes just made the horn louder, since there is so much noise about making riders
wear clown suites to gain driver attention why won’t they allow riders to choose to make their
bikes as loud as, say, a truck to improve their safety? That would be way too much like common
sense wouldn’t it? But no, no, it’s too noisy out their already even though they also recognize riders
only constitute less than 4% of the vehicle fleet. Something that would appear to be more of an
agenda is making riding less appealing rather than real safety. Real studies show that education and
training for all road users reduces collisions. Let’s hope wiser heads prevail in the Parliamentary
Inquiry committee findings.
As an anecdotal example, a company with a large warehouse full of people and forklifts decided to
require all the pedestrian staff to wear hi visibility vests. For a while the amount of collisions
between forklifts and pedestrians appeared to decline, but then a rapid increase in the number of
collisions occurred. Some fork lift drivers complained that there was so many hi visibility signs and
people wearing vests they all looked the same whilst others accused the pedestrian staff of walking
right in their path because they thought, as their vest would make them more visible, the fork lift
drivers would stop anyway. So the company then decided to create separate walkways for
pedestrians and right of way passages for the forklifts. Pedestrian staffs were trained not to cross
those passages without looking for the forklifts. Productivity went up, collisions went down. Though
the example is but hearsay it makes a lot more “common sense” to recognize the major causality of
collisions as being distraction and failing to observe. Training and separation would be the means
to alleviate them, i.e. better training for all road users and allowing powered two wheel vehicles to
maintain separation by using bus lanes or filtering to safe zones at intersections and keep away
from fast moving traffic.
So there I was eating the morning breakfast around mid June flipping through my emails when I
read a letter from His Honour Gordon Lewis AM, Road Safety Camera Commissioner. By the time I
had finished reading the third line of the letter the remnants of breakfast were fast drying all over
the table and keyboard where they had landed, projected vertically and haphazardly from my
sudden and violent flipping backwards over my chair. After clambering from the debris I heard
mutterings about “liars”, “b$#%^ds”, “not again” and all manner of profanities, only once my head
stopped spinning realizing that it was coming from me.
It took a while to calm down and organize a response to the letter which was mailed off towards
the end of the month through the appropriate channels (VMC). It is remarkable that out of all the
enforcement jurisdictions in the entire world, Victoria Police appears to be the sole agency intent
on requiring motorcycles to be identifiable from the front. Motorcycles were not required to have
front number plates when speed cameras were introduced, so any reported problems are therefore
firmly with the short comings of the system design, the cameras themselves and the policies
surrounding them. On any rational basis, the arguments for fitment of motorcycle FNP’s falls well
short of being justified. The call for FNP’s is more about papering over shortcomings of the camera
enforcement system and maintaining VP’s enforcement agenda than any genuine claim for
improvement to motorcycle safety.

Caldermeade
Farm & Cafe
Contacts & location
Open daily 9am – 5pm
summer, weekends and
holidays
(10am – 4pm winter
weekdays)
4385 South Gippsland
Highway Caldermeade
3984
Telephone: 03 5997
5000
Fax: 5997 5111
Email: maxwellj@tpg.com.au
Melways Ref: Map 612 R 8

VICROADS: 96 A5

Biker friendly and ample
parking. Stop in on your way
to the GP!
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The costs and complexity are in no way balanced by the stated benefits, some of which appear to be
manufactured to produce a self-evident case. The likely improvement in identifying bikes from FNP’s is
at best not significant and at worst, a complete waste of time and community resources. The reliability
and credibility of those calling for FNP’s is doubtful. The fundamental need appears unwarranted. And
finally, despite exhaustive study by VicRoads and the analysis of a recognized and respected expert in
the name of Dr Marcus Wigan, quite clearly confirming that FNP’s are not justifiable, the continued call
is little more than blind impractical pursuit of an agenda.

ENOUGH ALREADY!

The Local Hotel
Port Melbourne
22-24 Bay Street, Port
Melbourne VIC 3207
Download the menu!
Located by the bay in Port
Melbourne, The Local lives
up to its name with a warm,
friendly and down to earth
atmosphere.
Offering value for money
meals, live music and
entertainment, function
rooms, live sport and a
fantastic location on the
Bay, The Local is well worth
a visit.
http://www.thelocalportmel
bourne.com.au/

What would you do?
a "Crash Course for the
Motorcyclist ™"

will train you to deal with all
the aspects of a Motorcycle
Accident.
Taught in the USA sinse 1996
and now available in
Australia and New Zealand.

http://www.asma.org.au/

I sit here appalled (yet not alone) watching yet another classic case of "sorry mate I didn't see you"
being turned into the fault of the motorcyclist. It's bad enough that the Transport Accident Commission
is spreading this idea to the community with their totally reprehensible advertisement, in direct
defiance of the Maurice Blackburn SMIDSY Campaign, but with this tragedy, the inference and blame is
laid solely on the rider who was allegedly doing nothing more than minding his own lawful business
down a highway when a driver with evidently poor judgement made a U-Turn in front of him.
I'm referring to this report in the Age and the Channel Ten News broadcast where it is described how
the motorcyclist died after his bike hit the side of a car carrying an elderly couple who had turned in
front of him. No mention of any fault on the part of the driver, instead there is a speech about what
more they can do with police everywhere and TAC commercials telling the community riders are dying
because they are always going too fast.
So how do we stop drivers making mistakes? It appears the authorities believe that enforcement and
penalties is the only answer. When you only have a hammer, everything becomes a nail. How do you
stop people making obtuse mistakes? John Voyage from Maurice Blackburn stated "the absence of any
suggestion of wrongdoing on the part of the driver simply confirms the TAC’s ongoing prejudice against
vulnerable road users". Victoria Police are showing they follow this same prejudice and combined with
implying that every criminal in Victoria rides a motorcycle in breathless rhetoric on the radio and
newspapers it is not hard to see the broad strokes of a campaign to change the view of the community
to outlaw powered two wheeled modes of transport. Read more

Much as my wife says when it comes to motorcycles I’m a whiner I look back at what’ve I’ve included in
this report and you know - we actually have plenty to whinge about! Before I pulled on my first jacket
and helmet I never knew what it was to be a minority member, victimized, frowned upon, denied rights
and had to suffer from innuendo, association and implied criminality. Not because of the colour of my
skin or where I was born nor what religion I choose to follow but because I choose to ride a motorcycle
to work, for fun and for the joy it brings me. For that I must be a selfish, risk taking criminal with no
concern for others. So with a grin I’m happy to say the advertisement on page four gives me great
pleasure as the Annual Toyrun is going ahead full steam. Kerry Walton is again at the helm and all you
passionate members and riders out there are really needed to help make it a huge success again. Let’s
hope the weather is better this year and do make sure we see you there.
The little side bar announcement on page fourteen also shows what we’re all about with the 4Bs funds
finally being put to good use. The GP Run is on again in October and looking great again due to the
outstanding efforts of the City of Casey. Guys, Mick has led the marshaling for many years and wants to
be able to enjoy the shows as a participant. The best way we can show appreciation for his efforts is to
let him - by having someone else take up the reins for a season so even if you’ve never done it before, if
you can take direction and want to have a fun day with like-minded riders please put your hand up as
we desperately need a Chief Marshal for the GPRun. Come on, give me a call, it’s easy, it’s fun! The
week before the GPRun we’ll also have the new MRA(Vic) Van on display at the Cardinia Road &
Community Safety Expo & Children's Day. Click the link for details and come on down to meet with us.
Even better, help us man the Van!
Though the current executive took on an onerous task and has been criticized by the usual factions, it’s good to
know that the lobbying efforts for Victorian Motorcycles is growing and maintaining professional credibility. Check
out the new VMC website and offer your support. www.victorianmotorcyclecouncil.org.au
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See you on the roads friends. Grant Delahoy – MRA(Vic) President 2012

Traffic Filtering
From Victoria’s Road Safety
and Transport Strategic
Action Plan for Powered Two
Wheelers 2009-2013

www.victorianmotorcyclecouncil.org.au
Victorian Motorcycle Council
Minutes of General Meeting held Saturday 2nd June 2012 at 1.30pm.
Attendees:
VMC Executive:
Peter Baulch
Rob Salvatore
Chris Henry
Jeremy Walton
Stuart Strickland Advisor to
Plus
36 additional attendees recorded.

VMC Chairman
VMC Data and analysis
VMC
VMC
VMC

Apologies:
Carolyn Garlick
Stephen Bardsley
Hollie Black
Bronwyn Sorenson
Shelly Clifton
Rob Smith

Mansfield Motorcycle Club
VSRA
Scoota
MA / VMC
Mornington Peninsula Motorcycle Club
MA/ARD

Registration took place at 1.00pm followed by a tour of the H.A.R.T facility conducted by Mark Collins
from Honda.
Meeting was declared open at 1.30pm.
Peter Baulch VMC Chairman welcomed all in attendance and thanked them for taking the time to attend
the meeting.
Peter’s opening remarks covered:
The VMC aims to be an umbrella organisation for all motorcycle riders in Victoria
Needs to embrace all groups
• Manufactures
• Retail
• After market
• Riders
Current Parliamentary Road safety enquiry is under way and a submission was made by VMC and the
VMC has been asked to make a follow up submission.
Thanked Rob Salvatore for his excellent work in putting the submission together and his work to date.

With the continuing growth in
the number of PTWs on our
roads, there is a need to
ensure that they are given
greater consideration in the
management of the transport
network in Victoria.
PTWs offer the potential to
contribute to a reduction in
traffic congestion, air
pollution, fossil fuel use and
greenhouse gas emissions.
The use of a PTW for
commuting may be more
environmentally friendly than
driving in a car without
passengers, which
represents the majority of
cars that account for traffic
congestion during peak
times. There is a need for
further investigation of the
benefits of PTWs on
reducing traffic congestion,
fossil fuel use, air pollution
and greenhouse gas
emissions. It is important that
there is a better
understanding of the nature
and extent of PTW use on
Victorian roads. It is also
important that there is
consideration of initiatives to
facilitate the movement of
PTWs on congested roads
being undertaken within
Australia and internationally,
and the impact that these
may have on the use of
sustainable transport
options.
PTWs require less parking
space than cars, and
provision needs to be made
for adequate parking facilities
at key locations. This
includes parking at major
destinations, such as
shopping centres, and at
transport hubs.
Improving parking for PTWs
at transport hubs may
encourage use of public
transport options for journeys
during peak travel times.
Continued page 11
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These issues require further
investigation to determine
feasibility and the extent of
any benefits.
The MRA(Vic) endorses the
proposal put forward by Rob
Smith at Motorcycling
Australia Rider Division for
Sharing Road Space.
Download the proposal
There is no empirical
evidence that shows that
defined lane filtering is a
concern to motorcycle
safety.
The benefits to the
community with congestion,
parking and environmental
concerns means the
introduction in Victoria of
lane filtering for PTWs is
vital.

At the moment all work being done by volunteers
Jeremy Walton is the Acting Secretary
Need to build the Victorian model as a national model united with other state bodies
Currently have 2 seats on The Australian Motorcycle Council
To date VMC has had the strong support of AMC Chairman Shaun Lennard
Two key messages are:
We cannot keep on doing the same things and expect to get a different result
United we stand divided we fall
Need to have dialogue of a constructive nature with Government and organisations
Join with us.
Peter then gave a presentation outlining the VMC and its actions to date.
Rob Salvatore then gave a presentation of the VMC’s presentations and submissions to date.
A key point of Rob’s presentation was the real numbers of motorcycle fatalities and how in reality the
numbers are showing a positive improvement and that it has never been a safer time to be riding a
motorcycle in Victoria.
An afternoon tea break of 15 minutes was then held.
The meeting reconvened at 3.45pm and Stuart Strickland gave a presentation on the size of the
motorcycle market by sales for the 2011 financial year.

Download the AMCN Article
2012 on state by state rules.

In rough numbers the market is broken up into the following sales by broad category:
ATV
22,000
Off road
36,000
Road
38,000
Scooter
11,000

Motorcycling Review

General discussion then took place regarding the information that had been presented with the
following outcomes:

MRA(Vic) congratulates
Ross Daws for a
comprehensive report
on one man's campaign
to argue for
transparency, evidence
and accountability from
the State Mandatory
Insurance Body, the
Transport Accident
Commission.
MRA(Vic) fully endorse
the contentions and
observations Ross has
crafted in this excellent
report. We look forward
to future editions.
Download your copy

a) Endorsement for the work that VMC has done on submissions to NRSS, GLS, PTW strategy and more
recently the current state Parliamentary Inquiry into Motorcycling Safety (including Scooters).
b) Endorsement of current strategies in dealing with Govt, and key Agencies including Vic Police, TAC,
Vic Roads, Parks Victoria and DSE.
c) Support for the underlying philosophy that "united we stand.....divided we fall". This was
underlined by the very poor record of Motorcycling Advocacy in Victoria over the past 10-15 years
where numerous groups have "done their own thing" with none being able to truly, responsibly,
constructively and professionally represent ALL stakeholders. Such dysfunctional disorganisation only
serves to feed the "divide and conquer" attitude of some Agencies, both here, interstate and
nationally.
d) Support for current on-going initiatives to achieve funding for a professional VMC secretariat.
Peter then gave some closing remarks thanking all for attending and the above endorsements and
support. He also thanked Robert Toscano Honda Australia Managing Director for providing the
meeting room and afternoon tea.
It was evident by the support in the room that the VMC is on the right track and that the VMC needs
to now continue to move forward quickly.
The next meeting will be in approximately 2 months and the date will be announced as soon as
possible.
The meeting closed at 4.45pm.

PAGE 11

VMC MEDIA RELEASE Friday 27th April.

MOTORCYCLE RIDERS UNIVERSALLY OUTRAGED AT TAC’S "RECONSTRUCTION" AD CAMPAIGN
The TAC’s “Reconstruction” ad campaign launched on 26thApril 2012 has riders and rider
groups in an uproar, almost unanimously describing the ad as prejudicial and deplorable.
The ad depicts a SMIDSY (‘Sorry, mate, I didn’t see you’) collision with a car which fatally
wounds the rider. Despite the motorist failing to stop at a stop sign, failing to indicate and
failing to exercise due care, the ad effectively absolves the driver of any fault since the rider is
shown to have exceeded the local speed limit by 8 km/h. The ad fails to acknowledge that
even if the rider was at legal speeds, a fatal conflict could still have been created. The clear
message from the TAC placing the onus on the rider to avoid the collision, fails to
communicate to drivers that they have a duty of care and share responsibility for safety on
the roads.
Riders are clearly fed up with the continual “Blame the rider” rhetoric.
The supporting material for the ad on the TAC Spokes website effectively states that a driver
can’t be held liable for not giving way to an object they can’t see. Rider groups are justifiably
alarmed that this "get out of jail free" card appears to give the green light for drivers to
disregard the safety of a legitimate and vulnerable road user group, raising the questions how
could the TAC authorise such a vilifying ad?
VMC Chairman Peter Baulch said, “ Continually reminding ALL road users of the need for
vigilance is to be applauded, but for the TAC to deliberately distort facts, physics and data to
produce such an Ad and then have their own Spokes website effectively absolve the car driver
of any blame, is deplorable. Using Accident Reconstruction to get a message across requires
credible re-enactment. When the credibility is missing, the message is lost completely”.
Australian Motorcycle Council Chairman Shaun Lennard commented, “I thought progress was
being made in Victoria. This ad is misleading, and would be grossly offensive to the family of
anyone seriously injured in a ‘fail-to-give-way’ crash. These same images could be used to
produce an ad aimed at other road users - ‘You fail to see a motorcyclist; you could go to
gaol…’ “
Mr Lennard also chairs the Federal Motorcycle Safety Consultative Committee. “I am also
stunned and disappointed that this campaign was planned and developed with no input from
Victoria’s Motorcycle Advisory Group. This flies in the face of key recommendations from the
OECD’s Motorcycling Safety Workshop of 2008. Four years ago it was agreed that it was time
to end the blame game… hello??”
VMC Research Analyst - Rob Salvatore said, “The ad is a dramatic and offensive work of
fiction. Despite it invoking physics for an air of legitimacy, the depiction and the numbers
simply don’t stack up. The ad disingenuously shows the rider failing to perform basic learner
level skills thus involving himself in a fatal collision, while in the next scene capably displays
the minimum skills thus avoiding the collision.”
Rider groups do not condone speeding, however expert motorcycling references demonstrate
that the depicted scenario was readily avoidable. The ad is therefore seen to be reinforcing an
anti-motorcycling sentiment which "represents a perplexing U-turn from the most recent TAC
campaign featuring Watch out for Motorcyclists" Peter Baulch said.
The TAC media release references statistics without context and states that accepted claims
have increased by 50% since 2003, despite the TAC’s own figures showing that serious injuries
haven’t significantly changed despite an explosion in motorcycle participation. The media
release also fails to acknowledge a real terms reduction in motorcycle fatality rate, the
consistently lowest nationally.
Rider groups call upon the TAC to reign in its anti-motorcycling rhetoric, steer away from the
negative sensationalism and work with riders as a genuine part of the transport policy mix for
genuine safety outcomes.
For more information….
Peter Baulch Chairman – Victorian Motorcycle Council 0428 246 175
Rob Salvatore Victorian Motorcycle Council 0409 416 230
Shaun Lennard Chairman – Australian Motorcycle Council 0417 396 835
Damien Codognotto OAM Independent Riders Group 0419 846 855
Stephen Bardsley Vic Scooter Riders Association 0409 848 428

Evaluation of the
VicRoads community
policing and education
project: Final report
The Community Policing and
Education Project was
launched by VicRoads and
Victoria Police in 2009 to
reduce the likelihood of
motorcycle crashes through
a combination of
enforcement and education
countermeasures.
The Centre for Automotive
Safety Research at the
University of Adelaide was
chosen to evaluate the
effectiveness of the Project
using a range of methods.
These methods include a
process evaluation, analysis
of crash data, on-road speed
surveys, an online survey of
motorcyclists, and roadside
traffic observation. This final
report provides an analysis
of data collected during all
phases of the evaluation.
The number of moving
violation offences recorded
for motorcyclists reduced in
2008/2009 and 2009/2010
from the totals in the two
previous financial years. This
could mean more law
abiding behaviour by
motorcyclists or reflect
changes in enforcement
practices in which
educational interventions
are encouraged during
normal hours of
enforcement. The overall
reduction in offences was
chiefly due to reductions in
speeding offences.
Read the full report
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Letter to the Roads
Minister
Dear Mr Mulder, It’s time to re
look at how we share the roads.
On behalf of the MRA(Vic)
members we applaud the
release of the "Road User or
Abuser" initiative. For too long
there has been a relationship
focussed on blame between two
wheeled vehicle operators and
car drivers, one that has
produced little improvement in
safety or consideration.
Whilst both powered and
unpowered two wheeled
transport modes have a similar
risk profile, non powered bikes
are well funded as a part of the
transport and public health
policy mix whilst powered two
wheel transport modes, despite
abundantly demonstrated
benefits of easing congestion,
mental health and improving the
environment, are not. They are
actually penalised with a further
levy. To date the attitudes of
certain authorities and
stakeholders in road safety
have resulted in victimisation
and abuse of Powered Two
Wheeled operators in the
community and very apparent
public campaigns to discourage
participation. A very clear
example of this effect is what
both motorcyclists and bicycle
riders alike term SMIDSY meaning “Sorry Mate, I Didn’t
See You.”
You may have heard it often
used as an excuse by car
drivers when they collide with a
two wheeled vehicle, but more
so with motorcyclists than any
other road user. It’s almost like
as though it’s ok for them not to
look for riders as the Transport
Accident Commission tells them
“Riders – it’s up to you” in a
strident advertising campaign.
Not anything for drivers to be
concerned with and that this is
somehow sanctioned by the
Government. Who knows what
simply dangerous advice will be
advertised this year alluding to
the driving community that
riders are selfish, unnecessary
and thoughtless risk takers.
The MRA(Vic) encourages the
Government and it's
instruments to meet with and
work with the Victorian
Motorcycle Council and
Powered Two Wheel Vehicle
representative groups,
particularly Maurice Blackburn
who have taken up the SMIDSY
cause.
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5th May, 2012
Hon. Gordon Rich-Phillips. MP
Asst. Treasurer and Minister responsible for TAC
Government of Victoria
(per email)
Dear Minister,
Re: Current TAC advertising campaign featuring Accident “Reconstruction”.
I write to express our strongest condemnation of the misleading and deceptive vilification of
Motorcyclists, being perpetrated by the TAC through the new Motorcycle "Reconstruction" Advertising
campaign.
Accordingly, and on behalf of the Victorian Motorcycle Council, I wish to formally request that these
offensive Ads be withdrawn immediately.
Motorcyclists are supportive of Road Safety promotion for ALL road users, but are vehemently opposed
to such blatant vilification and misrepresentation of motorcyclists as portrayed in the new TAC Ads.
The TAC refuses point blank to consult with Motorcycling representatives prior to, or during the making
of their ADs, despite previous assurances and directives from the Head of TAC. As a consequence the
intended message is lost entirely because the Ad, as presented, is devoid of any credibility.
I'm sure you and your fellow Government members will have seen the TAC Ads in question, and I'm
sure that at least, the motorcycling members of your Government (eg; Jude Perera, Neale Burgess, etc,
among others), will be aghast. The condemnation of the new TAC Ads is so widespread, including
interstate, and even includes Academics who are involved in Road Safety training and promotion, but
using entirely positive approaches.
As you would recall, prior to the last State Election, the then Shadow Minister for Transport - Terry
Mulder promised that a new Liberal Government would disband the pre-existing VMAC and replace it
with a more “rider representative” Motorcycle Advisory Group (MAG). This of course has occurred and I
am honoured to be one of the motorcycling fraternity represented on that new MAG..... a committee
specifically created to advise the Government on all matters pertaining to motorcycling.
For efficiencies this is done under the umbrella of Vic Roads. But the fact remains that your
Government has created this Motorcycle Advisory Group, which arguably contains some of the most
eminently qualified motorcyclists in Australia and Internationally, with skills embracing all elements
including: - training, instruction, road safety, coaching, industry, motorcycling sports, accident scene
management, accident investigation and accident re-creation and re-enactment.
As evidenced by the motorcycle related advertising expenditure by the TAC, the safety of powered two
wheelers is high on their agenda. The diverse motorcycle model representation, reflecting differing
rider demo-graphs adds complexity to safety messages that are presented to the motorcycle and
scooter communities. The most effective solutions can, no doubt, be achieved through utilisation of the
knowledge contained within everyday riders from each market sector. VMC in conjunction with MAG
representatives has readily available intelligence capable of working with agencies to achieve
improvements and more desired outcomes
Using the current TAC Advert for example, at 60kmh the bike is only 0.3sec slower over the same
distance. This is unlikely to impact on the bikes visibility to the car, nor the rider reactions. The rider
would still have collided if he reacted the same way at the slower speed, but it was the correct evasive
maneuvers which saved him, not the speed.
The scene depicts only one possibility in a spectrum of possibilities. At 60kmh, if the car left one second
later, and the rider acted the same way, the bike would have collided at 48kmh. The message about
slowing down clearly is not the broadly applicable intrinsically generic safety message the TAC has spun
it to be.
It is in this context that we simply cannot understand why your Government would allow a Government
entity (the TAC) to engage in any action pertaining to motorcycling, without very close advice and
consultation with the Government’s own Motorcycle Advisory Group. Why create it if you are not going
to use it? It simply defies all logic.
We are including this letter along with a number of other internet “links” to documents relevant to this
matter, so that you can be as well informed as possible.

Continued page 14.

Accordingly we call upon you and your Government to withdraw the current TAC Ads immediately
and provide assurances that no future TAC activities involving motorcycling will be initiated without
close consultation and advice from the Victorian Government’s own Motorcycle Advisory Group.

Alfred Foundation
donation

Thanking you in anticipation,
Yours faithfully
Peter Baulch
Chairman – Victorian Motorcycle Council (VMC)
Member –Motorcycle Advisory Group (MAG)

Motorcycling Australia calls for Parliamentary Inquiry

THE Australian Rider’s Division of Motorcycling Australia (MA) and rider representative groups are
calling on Premier Baillieu and the Victorian Government to initiate a Parliamentary Inquiry to
review the scope and administration of the Transport Accident Act 1986.
Such an inquiry is long overdue, and will serve as an invaluable tool for identifying the critical
shortfalls and weaknesses in how road safety measures and campaigns are developed and
delivered to Victorian road users.
In addition to reviewing the Transport Accident Act, the inquiry should examine the equity of
compensation paid to motorcyclists compared to drivers involved in identical cases.
The call comes in response to the recent Transport Accident Commission
(TAC) advertising campaign ‘Reconstruction’ aimed at motorcyclists, which fails to promote shared
road user safety whilst presenting negative and dangerous stereotypes.
Following the recent Parliamentary Inquiry into motorcycle safety, which shone the spotlight on the
TAC and their practices relating to motorcycle safety, the recent campaign fuels existing concerns.
Rob Smith, Manager of the Australian Rider’s Division, says the failure of the TAC’s latest campaign
highlights the need for an urgent inquiry into the Transport Accident Act.
“While we cannot condone speeding, we are shocked and entirely disappointed that motorcyclists
are once again being portrayed as reckless road users, even though quite clearly the driver who fails
to give way is not identified as being at fault,” Mr Smith said.
“The onus of blame attributed to the rider would not apply if another car was involved. Such
discrimination by a no-fault state owned insurance company demands review.”
The Australian Rider’s Division and rider representative groups are also calling on Premier Baillieu
and the Victorian Government to establish regulations that govern the content and ethics of Road
Safety campaigns in order the prevent misrepresentation or vilification of any road user group.

ARD website
Letter to the Premier

Following a meeting with reps from the TAC regarding the widely condemned 'Reconstruction' campaign, on
st
31 July the TAC, at the request of MA-ARD and supported by the VMC, have withdrawn on their website
references to the spurious case law cited as supporting the premise that a driver cannot be held responsible
for something they cannot see.

The MRA(Vic) is proud to
announce the funds donated to
former Bent Buckled Bikie
Bureau (4Bs) has been donated
to the Alfred Foundation.
President Grant Delahoy met
with Director Angela Mihelcic
for a chat on 15th June before
handing over the cheque for
$2000. The funds will be used
in the Alfred Trauma centre.

STUART STRICKLAND
AWARDED OAM IN
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY
HONOURS
The MRA(Vic) joins the
Victorian and Australian
Motorcycle Councils in
congratulating Stuart Strickland
on being awarded a Medal in
the General Division of the
Order of Australia (OAM) in the
2012 Queen’s Birthday
Honours.
Strickland, of Melbourne, had
worked for Honda MPE for 30
years prior to his retirement in
2010. During his career he was
a proactive leader in a number
of roles.
Strickland was chairman of the
motorcycle division of the
Federal Chamber of
Automotive Industries for over
20 years up until his retirement
from Honda. He was awarded
life membership of the FCAI in
2007.

Read the full report
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