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Now that’s what I’m talking about! 
 
The Victorian Parliamentary Road Safety Committee has handed down their final report on 
the Inquiry into Motorcycle Safety on December 12th 2012. Thanks to the concerted efforts 
of the Victorian Motorcycle Council, Motorcycling Australia Riders Division, Professor 
Marcus Wigan and many other supporters the report is a Landmark document dispelling the 
myths and exposing the truth about motorcycle safety in Victoria. The MRA(Vic) 
congratulate and thank the Committee Members Mr. Murry Thompson (Chair), Mr. Telmo 
Languiller, Mr. Jude Perera, Mr Bill Tilley and Mr. Andrew Elsbury for the most thorough and 
honest approach they have undertaken and the care and consideration they have made with 
the 64 recommendations in the report. 
 
The first Victorian Parliamentary Road Safety inquiry into motorcycle safety was handed 
down in 1993 where the then committee made the statement,  
 
“The Road Safety Committee is unequivocal in its belief that motorcycling is a perfectly 
legitimate form of transport.” 

Continued page 3 
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The culture of safety and 
security eats away at 
everything we do and 
dinosaurs like myself, find it 
harder to explain that each of 
us must stand up and be 
counted. Helmets, protective 
clothing, leg protectors, 
electronic safety devices may 
or may not save us. Our wits 
and God’s favour might. But in 
the end, we must have the 
right to live our lives as we see 
fit, respecting our fellow man, 
but in freedom”. 
 
Trevor Baird, Former General 
Secretary of MAG UK 
 

Keep up to date with 
motorcycling news at 
www.mravic.org.au 
The complete Motorcycling 
Calendar, forums, 
information, history, find it 
all online! 

 
 
 
“You see, I don't know how 
to ride a motorcycle, 
actually.”  
 
Henry Winkler  

 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1064&curent_dir=14
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=453&curent_dir=11
http://www.mravic.org.au/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrywinkl320357.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrywinkl320357.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrywinkl320357.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/henry_winkler.html
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http://www.wombatt
ours.com/contact_u
s.php 
 
MRAVic members will 
receive a 5% discount on 
all Wombat Tours 
Motorcycle holidays in 
Thailand by declaring they 
are MRAVic members. A 
range of motorcycling 
tours are available. 
 
All bike tour excursions 
include bike hire, petrol, 
lunch and back- up 
vehicle and guides.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I look my best when I take 
my helmet off after a long 
motorcycle ride. I have a 
glow and a bit of helmet 
hair. 
 
Eric Bana  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates    Important dates for 2013 to 2014 
Event Date 

AGM 2013 (at Bell’s Hotel) 18th March, 2013 

MRAV membership renewal date 19th March, 2013 

Black Dog 1 Day Ride 24th March, 2013 

37th Historic Winton 24 - 26th May, 2013 

QGM 1 2013 17th June, 2013 

QGM2 2013 16th September, 2013 

QGM3 2013 16th December, 2013 

Victorian Motorcycle Awareness Week 14-20th October, 2013 

Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix 18-20th October 2013 

MRA Cranbourne GP Run 19th October 2013 

Australian Motorcycle Expo 15 -27th November 2013 in Sydney 

Eureka Run 1st December 2013 

MRA Toy Run 8th December 2013 

AGM 2014 17th March, 2014 

Check out the calendar on our website; 
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/calendar-month.php 
 
NOTICE OF: Annual General Meeting of the Motorcycle Riders Association of Victoria 
 
18th March 2013 - 7pm sharp at Bell’s Hotel,  157 Moray Street South Melbourne 
 
Download the Proxy & Voting forms at: 
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1102&curent_dir=10 
 

http://www.wombattours.com/contact_us.php
http://www.wombattours.com/contact_us.php
http://www.wombattours.com/contact_us.php
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/ericbana435005.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/ericbana435005.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/ericbana435005.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/ericbana435005.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/ericbana435005.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/e/eric_bana.html
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=599
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=633
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=655
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=646
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=647
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=648
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=649
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=650
http://www.australianmotorcycleexpo.com.au/sydney/
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=651
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=652
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=654
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/calendar-month.php
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1102&curent_dir=10
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Contact the MRAVic 
PO Box 12905 A’Beckett 
Street Melbourne VIC 3000 
Phone 03 8370 3002 
www.mravic.org.au 
General Email: 
mraa@mravic.org.au 
ABN 28 703 101 330 
 
Patron:  
Professor Marcus Wigan, 
FACS, FInstP, FICE, FIEAust, 
FAITPM, FCILT. 
 
 

MRAVic Board 2012 
President:   
Grant Delahoy 
president@mravic.org.au 
0433229815 
Vice President / 
MSSecretary: 
TBA 
vicepresident@mravic.org.au 
membershipsecretary@mravic.org.au 

 

Secretar y / Treasurer: 
Wendy Taylor 
secretary@mravic.org.au 
treasurer@mravic.org.au 
 
Ordinary Board Members:  
Tony Ellis 
Alan Zimmer 
 

Resource Committee: 
Public Officer:   
Grace Placencio 
Eureka Run:  
Paul Murphy 
Chief Marshal: 
Bob Donaldson & Mick 
Doedee 
chiefmarshal@mravic.org.au 
 
 
“People are more violently 
opposed to fur than 
leather because it's safer 
to harass rich women 
than motorcycle gangs.”  
 
Alexei Sayle  
 
 

In 1989 the MRA claimed that the Victorian Government had a negative attitude towards 
motorcycling and no written policy about motorcycles.  They also claimed that attitude 
was a major factor in road trauma and road user education could change attitudes. In 
January 1990, the then Minister for Transport, the Hon. J.H. Kennan, MP, committed the 
Government to referring the issue of motorcycle safety to the then Social Development 
Committee. At that time, the Committee was  
 
“ aware of the negative attitude of many Victorians to motorcycles and motorcycle riders. 
It was of the view that this opinion has been engendered by the adverse publicity given to 
the non-riding behaviour of some motorcycle user groups, occasional irresponsible and 
frightening riding behaviour, the physical appearance of some motorcycle riders and the 
relatively small number of motorcycles on the road. This attitude has been reinforced by 
the natural emphasis of some road safety experts on serious road injury and death without 
consideration for the economic and social benefits of motorcycle use for those who ride 
safely.” 
 
VicRoads also had a stated policy of not implementing any programs that could be 
construed as encouraging motorcycling. This policy was officially retracted by Mr D. 
Anderson, Director of Road Safety at VicRoads at a Committee public hearing on 17 
February 1993. 
 
Twenty years later the Chair of the Parliamentary Road Safety Committee had this to say: 
 
“The Inquiry into Motorcycle Safety is timely having been completed following a period of 
record growth in motorcycle use in Victoria.” 
 
That’s right, since the second inquiry in 1998 the number of people riding motorcycles in 
Victoria has doubled and Powered Two Wheeled vehicles are the fastest growing road 
user group in Australia! 
 
“The growth of motorcycling also means that we need improved and new approaches to 
motorcycling safety over the next decade. But action on motorcycle safety needs to be 
tailored to Victorian conditions and Victorian riders. Our motorcycling culture, shaped by 
rural, social, recreational and commuter influences differs substantially from that in other 
countries and jurisdictions. That difference was most apparent when discussing off-road 
riding with road safety experts in northern Europe. It became clear that riding through the 
bush for recreation is distinctively Australian, distinctively Victorian.” 

Continued page 4 

http://www.mravic.org.au/
mailto:mraa@mravic.org.au
mailto:president@mravic.org.au
mailto:vicepresident@mravic.org.au
mailto:membershipsecretary@mravic.org.au
mailto:secretary@mravic.org.au
mailto:treasurer@mravic.org.au
mailto:chiefmarshal@mravic.org.au
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/alexei_sayle.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where style is pure attitude 
 
Women have their own 
individuality and style, 
therefore our Girl Rider ® 
range was specifically 
designed with this in 
mind, as they still want to 
look like a women when 
riding.  
Our range is designed by 
women for women and 
girls. 
 
Girlrider Pty Ltd 
18 Yendon Close 
Caroline Springs 
Victoria, 3023 Australia 
 
http://girlrider.com.au/in
dex.html 
 
Phone : (+61 3) 8361 7981 
Fax : (+61 3) 8361 7981 
 
Email : 
info@girlrider.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“It wasn't until I went to 
college and I got my first 
motorcycle that I 
understood the thrill of 
speed.”  
 
Vin Diesel  
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The major point of the report is found in the Executive Summary: 
 

“A number of themes flow through this Report, and influenced both the Inquiry process and 
the Committee’s investigations. The first, and arguably most important, theme was the lack 
of accurate and robust data, both for crashes and trauma. Many arguments, proposals and 
observations made in submissions and witness statements were based or justified on crash 
and trauma data. However, the significant data issues identified by the Committee meant 
much of the evidence presented to the Committee was difficult to verify. Therefore, reliance 
on this data for the purposes of introducing new interventions or making changes to the 
regulatory framework was in the Committee’s view inappropriate. In the absence of 
conclusive data, it was not possible for the Committee to make definitive findings or 
recommendations. Addressing data issues is the single most critical aspect of our future 
response to motorcycle safety.” 
 
“A continued absence of accurate and complete data would mean future interventions in 
motorcycle safety may not be fit for their purpose or impose a greater burden on 
motorcyclists than might otherwise be needed or justified.” 
 
The MRAV applauds this statement. Some of the recommendations of note for members 
are: 
 

Recommendation 13:  
That VicRoads and the Transport Accident Commission treat off-road motorcycle safety no 
differently to that of on-road motorcycles. 
 

Recommendation 22: 
That the Transport Accident Commission focus its motorcycle safety advertising on 
redressing the attitude that responsibility for rider safety is solely attributable to the rider, 
by ensuring that campaigns dealing with motorcycles raise driver awareness and do not 
create negative stereotypes, perceptions or attitudes among drivers. 
 
Recommendation 23:  
That a ‘Motorcycle Safety Awareness Week’ be held annually in Victoria in conjunction with 
the Phillip Island MotoGP. The focus of the week is to be on how all road users can 
contribute to the safety of motorcyclists. 
 
Recommendation 25: 
That the motorcycle safety levy be abolished. 
 
Recommendation 41: 
That the Transport Accident Commission consult broadly with motorcycle stakeholders, 
including those on the Motorcycle Action Group* at the inception, design and production 
phase of motorcycle safety advertising and safety messages. 
 
Recommendation 44:  
That motorcycle advocacy groups in Victoria continue to work towards greater co-operation 
and co-ordination amongst themselves, particularly when engaging with road safety 
agencies. (Prez - In other words, the Victorian Motorcycle Council is the way forward!) 
 
Recommendation 55: 
That VicRoads and the Transport Accident Commission investigate ways of improving 
motorcycle safety through behavioural change programs including changes to the car license 
curriculum and road rules so that motorcyclists and the risks posed to them by other road 
users are highlighted. Other areas that should also be explored include school education and 
advertising campaigns aimed at all road users. 
 
Recommendation 59: 
That the benefits and risks of filtering, as distinct from lane splitting, be reviewed with the 
aim of introducing filtering in Victoria. A review committee should be constituted within 12 
months of the tabling of this report and its members must include motorcycle community 
stakeholders and advocates, transport academics, police and other government agencies.  

Continued page 5 

http://girlrider.com.au/index.html
http://girlrider.com.au/index.html
mailto:%20info@girlrider.com.au
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vindiesel473010.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vindiesel473010.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vindiesel473010.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vindiesel473010.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vindiesel473010.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/v/vin_diesel.html
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2396
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2354
http://www.victorianmotorcyclecouncil.org.au/
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NSW Bikers get a 
weave pass 
MOTORCYCLISTS will be 
allowed to weave around cars 
banked up at traffic lights in 
parts of the city in Sydney 
under a bold new plan. 
 
Roads Minister Duncan Gay 
announced the three-month 
trial to test if motorbike lane 
filtering - currently illegal - 
improves traffic flow and eases 
congestion. 
 
Lane filtering refers to the 
practice in which motorcyclists 
ride between gaps in stalled or 
slow-moving lines of traffic. 
 
The initiative, which kicks off 
on February 1, follows intense 
lobbying by motorcycle groups, 
who say filtering is common 
practice in major international 
cities. 
 
"Lane filtering is currently 
against the law, however, there 
will be an exemption for 
motorcyclists in this part of the 
CBD which will permit them to 
filter through traffic when 
vehicles are stopped at traffic 
lights," Mr Gay said. 
 
"The NSW Police CBD 
Motorcycle Response Team, 
recently funded by Transport 
for NSW, will also be policing 
the intersections to ensure 
road rules are still being 
adhered to. This trial is not 
about favoring one road user 
group over another, it is a 
system which could benefit all 
motorists in the CBD. 
 
"It needs to be tested to 
ensure it improves traffic flow 
while not jeopardising road 
safety." 
 
Lane filtering will be confined 
to the zones bordered by 
Sussex and Market Sts, St 
James Rd, Macquarie and 
Alfred Sts and Hickson Rd. 
 
 

Continued page 7 

The review committee will be responsible for: 
• Creating a definition that includes references to speed and the location of the rider on the 
road during filtering among others; 
• Identifying the benefits and risks of legalising filtering; 
• Undertaking research into the incidence of rear-end crashes and crashes involving 
motorcycles and other vehicles within the same lane; 
• Formulating training requirements so that riders can safely filter; 
• Implementing a trial of filtering, followed by an evaluation to allow for a realistic 
assessment of the risks of filtering; and 
• Consulting with the public and motorcycle stakeholders. 
The review committee will produce a report, with recommendations, and submit it to the 
Minister for Transport and the Road Safety Committee within 12 months of the committee 
being constituted. 
 

Recommendation 60: 
That the Transport Accident Commission’s funding of enforcement be reviewed with a view 
to identifying whether there has been an undue reliance on enforcement, by the Transport 
Accident Commission, and whether these funds would be more appropriately spent on 
alternative programs, initiatives and activities (such as subsidising countermeasures) which 
can improve motorcycle safety. 
 

There are many more positive recommendations, Download the full report and have a read 
for yourself. 
 

As stated in the report introduction, “there is a need to move away from road safety 
interventions developed for other road users which do not deliver the same safety outcomes 
when applied to motorcycles. If such an approach is adopted, the community is more likely to 
accept the role of government agencies and collaborate with them to achieve lower trauma 
rates.” 
 
“1.7.5 Mandating new requirements  
The introduction of countermeasures and new initiatives to reduce motorcycle trauma 
invariably led to the question of whether new requirements should be mandated. The 
question of mandating requirements through legislation, and enforcing them, featured in 
many submissions and in the evidence given at hearings. Submitters argued strongly that in 
many instances education, subsidisation and phased introductions could achieve the same 
outcomes. Unexpectedly, the question of compulsion versus persuasion was in some terms of 
reference characterised as a consumer choice issue. Riders felt strongly that in the absence of 
data and evidence, mandating new requirements would be inappropriate.” 
 
*Motorcycle Advisory Group 

 
Grant Delahoy 
 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2422
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2422
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1064&curent_dir=14
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Your association 
needs you! 

 
It’s not uncommon for clubs 
and associations to have 
difficulty in finding members 
to take and active role in the 
running and administration 
of the organization. But it’s 
getting to the point that we 
cannot function. 
 
The MRA(Vic) needs the 
help of members. We need 
a roll call of people to hold 
board positions, assist with 
selling badges, marshaling, 
manning the Van in October 
events and for the Toyrun. 
 
Don’t be shy, give us a call 
or send an email and we’ll 
be glad to give you 
something that is 
worthwhile and rewarding 
to do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
mraa@mravic.org.au 
 
 
“There isn't a lot written 
about the motorcycle 
culture.”  
Katey Sagal  
 
 

Toyrun 2012 rocks Calder Park 
 
Once again Kerry Walton has out done himself putting 
on a magnificent event for the MRA Toyrun. This year 
the weather was inclement to begin with but that 
didn’t deter the thousands of riders and pillions arriving 
in multiple runs from all over the city. 
 
Estimates put the number of participants higher than  
2011 with the MRA Volunteers run off their feet selling  
T-Shirts and Badges. Of course the reason for all this  
effort is to support the Salvation Army Christmas 
Appeal to ensure all underprivileged Victorian children 
can receive gifts and a happy Christmas. For all those 
who made donations of all kinds we thank you. Your 
kindness and generosity show the community what 
motorcyclists really are, family people with a love of life. 
 
Membership and Merchandise sales are the only source of income for the MRAV to fund its 
activities and we’re pleased to report a net increase of $2800 for the budget from the 2012 
Toyrun. Members are indebted to the MRAV event co-ordinator Kerry Walton and his crew of 
volunteers for the huge amount of time, effort and his own expense to make the MRA 
Toyrun possible. A special mention to Rose Walton for putting up with Kerry helping the 
MRAV and pitching in to help herself! Thank you Rose. With this 2013 MRA Toyrun scheduled 
for the 8th December, make sure you lock it in as the must be there event for 2013! 
 
We’d like to gratefully thank all the sponsors and entertainers and especially the traders who 
go out of their way to be there on the day. Especially Mr. Bob Jane for allowing our exclusive 
use of the Calder Park Raceway facilities on the day. We hope all the participants enjoyed the 
ride, the Stunt show entertainment (thanks again Lukey Luke!!!), the rock and roll band and 
the traders and we’ll see you all again this year.   
 

mailto:mraa@mravic.org.au
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/k/kateysagal467298.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/k/kateysagal467298.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/k/kateysagal467298.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/k/katey_sagal.html
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=652
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     The 14th MRA Cranbourne GP Run was 
     the biggest turnout ever! 
     On the Saturday of the Moto GP each year, the City of 
     Casey hosts the MRA Cranbourne GP Run from 8.15  
     am in High Street, Cranbourne. In 2013 the event will 
     be on the 19th October. 
 
The MRA Cranbourne GP Run is one of the most exciting motorcycle events in Victoria. People assembled to watch 
and joined Olympic Medalist Sally Pearson wave off of thousands of motorcycle riders travelling en masse to Phillip 
Island for the Moto GP whilst John Karmouche sold bags of badges for the association! 
 
The MRA Cranbourne GP Run is an opportunity for riders of different backgrounds and abilities to get together and 
participate in the biggest group motorcycle ride in Victoria. The event is a major attraction to the South East region 
and attracts thousands of people to the City of Casey. 
 
From 8.15am on the Saturday morning the southbound carriageways of High Street Cranbourne were shut to allow 
for the parking of motorcycles participating in the group ride to the Phillip Island race circuit. This ride has become 
a major annual event that is well attended by motorcyclists from all over Australia. 
 
The heat turned up at 10 am when the riders started their  
engines and excitement grew for Sally to wave them off. 
 
With the weather holding up we had another huge turn  
out for the 2012 MRA Cranbourne GPRun. 
 
Many thanks to the City of Casey for putting on such a  
wonderful show and we hope the many kids and families  
that attended enjoyed the spectacle of almost 10,000  
bikes as they roared off to the Phillip Island Moto GP. 
 
Special thanks to the City of Casey Council event  
committee for the tremendous effort they put in,  
Pat McGavigan and the regional members from Victoria Police, Bob  
Donaldson for stepping up as Chief Marshal this year, Kerry Walton –  
MRAV events co-ordinator and the many staff at VicRoads for their  
efforts under trying conditions to ensure our safety on the route. And  
a very big thank you to our Secretary Wendy Taylor for manning the  
Van and Cynthia Washington who came all the way from Bendigo to  
assist us with selling Badges! 
 
Congratulations to Casey Stoner  
for his spectacular win and fitting  
farewell to an astonishing career! 
We hope this year’s event is bigger  
again! 
 
 

Traffic and Highway Patrol 
Command operations 
commander Superintendent 
Stuart Smith said that police 
were seeking options to 
improve Sydney's traffic 
flow while protecting 
motorists and pedestrians. 
 
"(Police are) committed to 
improving traffic flow in the 
Sydney CBD and we are 
working closely with 
Transport for NSW on this 
innovative trial," he said. 
"However, the safety of all 
motorists and pedestrians 
remains our number one 
priority." 
 
NRMA spokesman Peter 
Khoury said the motoring 
authority would support 
proposals that benefit all 
road users. 
 
"The NRMA will look at any 
proposal that aims to 
improve traffic flow for all 
road users," he said. 
 
"We are keen to see the 
results at the end of the 
trial." 
 
By Rosemarie Lentini 
 
The Victorian Motorcycle 
Council has lodged a 
submission to the 
Cooperative ITS Regulatory 
Policy Issues Discussion 
Paper November 2012. 
 
Once again the National 
Transport Council has failed 
to include Powered Two 
Wheel vehicles in its’ plans. 
 
Download the submission. 
 
Download the FEMA 
position statement 
 
View VMC submissions 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1095&curent_dir=11
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1098&curent_dir=11
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1098&curent_dir=11
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1098&curent_dir=11
http://victorianmotorcyclecouncil.org.au/index.php?page=submissions


President’s Report - Shifting Gears  
Though I was somewhat older than the happy chap in this 
Photo in 1978 when the MRA was founded, it wasn’t until 
2005 that I dropped into a general meeting at Quist Crt to 
see what this “Association” was about. After joining up 
and getting some strange emails and the odd newsletter it 
was 2007 before I dropped in again this time at an AGM at 
Bell’s Hotel. The people were cheery enough and very 
welcoming though I thought it strange they wanted me to 
be the Vice President on the first day they’d met me. 
 
“Perhaps I’ll help out where I can and we’ll see about a board position later” I said at the time. Little did I know 
that five years later I’d be the guy running the whole show! Of course I had my own agenda all along, not one 
I’ve ever had to hide. You see I’ve been riding my motorcycles to work in South Melbourne some fifty five 
kilometres from my home in the outer suburbs for more than a decade. Traversing the Eastern Freeway and 
battling across town five or more days a week left me frustrated and wanting to do something to make the trip 
safer. Why were they putting up more of those useless “Wire Rope Barriers” that don’t stop trucks and are 
lethal to riders on the freeways? Why the heck can’t we use the bus lanes like in the rest of the country? Why 
must I stay behind a car in a lane where I can get hit from behind? For crying out loud the Bicycles are allowed 
to filter, why can’t I! Why can’t I use my lack of footprint and power to weight ratio to advantage like in 
European, Asian and American countries? Who is looking out for my rights in choosing to ride a Motorcycle? 
 
Well what I found was interesting. Since its inception the MRA in Victoria had a colourful history. But it truly 
was suffering from Founder’s Syndrome to the point that it struggled to maintain a membership and was split 
between factions vying for control. Though the leaders valiantly continued to work at representing the 
members’ interests, the reality was it had no support from industry, little help from members and the wider 
riding community looked upon it with distain. It was effectively dead in the water. It was with great 
enthusiasm that I took up the reigns as Vice President in 2008 to try to steer some fresh ideas and reinvigorate 
the members but personally I never enjoyed being in the spotlight. With Gavin’s help I concentrated on getting 
the online profile of the association up to date and have been looking after this for the last six years. I also took 
on revamping the Association Newsletter, first with 8 editions of “Rider’s Advocate” and now 4 editions of 
“Countersteering”. In 2010 we convinced Kerry to man the helm as President so we could campaign on a fresh 
new look and try to garner sponsorship and funding along the lines of the successful model that Bicycle 
Network Victoria created. After twelve intensive months representing riders and getting the membership to its 
highest level in a decade it was made clear to the entire executive that the actions of a past leader could not 
be overcome and the industry would never support the organisation. The MRAV could never achieve the very 
foundations it was created for and instead of being the advocacy riders so desperately needed, it was 
hindering any efforts and was the laughing stock of government agencies. A new path needed to be found. 
 

At the 2011 AGM we proposed a drastic solution to members, to wind the MRAV up and hand it to the newly 
invigorated Victorian Motorcycle Council put together by Peter Baulch and other interested stakeholders with 
our support. The factional conspirators that plagued the association once again spread untruths so many 
members were confused about what was being proposed and who to believe. From that meeting the members 
chose to continue the MRAV as a social club and support the VMC as the lobbying group. I am very pleased to 
write that the arrangement has paid dividends for members as evidenced by the Parliamentary Road Safety 
Committee Report (see page 1). The VMC is now recognised as the peak representative body for Victorian 
motorcyclists by all government agencies and in two years has done more for motorcyclists than the MRAV 
had achieved in the decade before. Bus Lanes, Filtering, are all on the cards now along with only evidence 
based countermeasures. Abolishing the ubiquitous and unfair  “Safety Levy” is even on the cards. Even the TAC 
was hauled over the coals for its vile, biased and untrue campaign (why can’t they run the “Visa Versa ads 
again?) and many of the issues MRAV representatives have raised about data integrity over the years have 
now been accepted. The report also includes recognition that the riding community needs to get itself 
organised. The structure now in place through the VMC allows for far greater representation for all riders and 
clubs both state based and nationally through links with the Australian Motorcycle Council and all other rider 
representative groups around the country. Never have we been this organised or represented as 
professionally. As David Hawker displayed by having mandatory lights on legislation repealed, the most 
effective lobbying is done by working within the Parliamentary structure in a respectful and professional 
manner. I would encourage all members to lobby every club in Victoria to be a part of the VMC and have their 
delegates represent them along with the 30,000 other members of clubs already associated. United we ride. 
 
For the last two years the board has been busy with invigorating the 
association as a social club. It hasn’t been easy with the membership 
dropping to an all-time low. Looking back we now have a permanent 
mobile home, two record breaking attendance level Toyruns and  
GP Runs. We’ve continued to hold regular meetings, keep members 
up to date on websites and newsletters, have a stand at the  
Australian Motorcycle Expo and participate in a growing number of  
community events like the (pictured on right) 
Cardinia Road & Community Safety Expo & Children's Day.  
 
It’s been a rough ride, with unanticipated personal cost, but I’m glad I rocked up. 
See you on the roads my friends.  
Grant Delahoy – MRA(Vic) President 2012 
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Caldermeade 
Farm & Cafe 
Contacts & location 
Open daily 9am – 5pm 
summer, weekends and 
holidays 
(10am – 4pm winter 
weekdays) 
4385 South Gippsland 
Highway Caldermeade 
3984 
 
Telephone: 03 5997 5000 
Fax: 5997 5111 
Email: maxwellj@tpg.com.au 
 
Melways Ref: Map 612 R 8 
VICROADS: 96 A5 
 

 
 
Biker friendly and ample parking. 
Stop in on your way to the GP! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The official Temporary 
Australians DVD contains all 13 
episodes from Series 1 in a 
quirkily covered three disc set is 
on sale for the special price of 
$30, along with t-shirts $25, 
small cloth badges $5 
plus...Greg’s books $15 each.  
available online through 
www.greghirstenterprises.com.au 
 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/wfchannel/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Founder%27s_syndrome
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lz1G9HyX5cY
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1083&curent_dir=56
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=468&curent_dir=13
http://www.victorianmotorcyclecouncil.org.au/
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=2264&forum=3&post_id=14811#forumpost14811
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=2240&forum=3&post_id=14676#forumpost14676
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=2188&forum=3&post_id=14333#forumpost14333
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=864&curent_dir=13
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=615
mailto:maxwellj@tpg.com.au
http://www.greghirstenterprises.com.au/
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The Ultimate motorcycle garage. 
 

Every now and then a product comes along that when you see it 
you don’t always realize straight away why it solves a whole pile of 
problems you’d been trying to deal with by other makeshift ideas. 
The Rex Motorcycle lockup is one of these. 
 

8036 motorcycles were reported stolen in Australia in 2011-2012* in a steadily increasing trend since 2000. Harley 
Davidson motorbikes in particular have a reputation as a highly desirable theft target. Almost 60% of motorcycle 
theft in Australia is profit motivated, making it the only vehicle type that has higher rates of being stolen for profit, 
rather than for short term purposes which means the vast majority of stolen bikes are never seen again. In the last 
quarter of 2011, almost 40% of motorcycle thefts in Australia were of vehicles that were between 0-4 years of age 
**. One quarter (26%) of all profit motivated vehicle thefts in 2011/12 were motorcycles, which is three times more 
than among short term thefts (8%). One third (33%) of motorcycles stolen (with a known engine capacity) for short 
term purposes were 50cc or less which suggests that scooters are most commonly stolen and recovered ***. Police 
and insurance companies suggest a wide variety of reasons that make motorcycle theft an easy target so protecting 
your ride from thieves and the elements is undoubtedly something most riders think about. 
Whether you use your bike for commuting or for fun, where you park your bike when you are out and about can be 
a risk so always use disk locks, alarms or chains (whichever is possible) to make your ride less appealing for a quick 
get-away. Those fork locks alone don’t even slow them down (checkout YouTube on stealing motorcycles). Either 
way there is one place that your bike always parks many times - that is where you call home. 
 
Whether you use your bike for commuting or for fun, where you park your bike when you are out and about can be 
a risk so always use disk locks, alarms or chains (whichever is possible) to make your ride less appealing for a quick 
get-away. Those fork locks alone don’t even slow them down (checkout YouTube on stealing motorcycles). Either 
way there is one place that your bike always parks many times - that is where you call home. 
 
 
Ideally a secure garage is what you need to keep it safe however  
not everyone has one or even the space for one. Carports don’t  
even rate at all according to most insurers.  
www.rexmotorcyclelockup.com know all about these problems  
and have a solution we can wholly recommend. It’s called the  
REX Ultimate Motorcycle Storage.  There are two sizes available  
So whether you have a scooter or a big cruiser there is one to suit  
your ride. It comes delivered complete, ready to use anywhere in  
Australia. Inside it has provisions for secure bolting to a concrete  
or paved surface and a secure locking mechanism using a padlock  
of your choice. You simply park your ride in front of it, hop off and push the bike backwards into the enclosure, 
lower the lid and lock it. You can even store your jacket and helmet inside! No more waiting for the pipes to cool 
before manhandling a soft cover over the bike and security wise – the crooks would have to be packing some 
serious cutting tools to even make a dint in nicking your ride. On to an easier target they’ll go methinks. 
 
For those that rent or move around, the Rex is easily unbolted when opened so you can relocate it. Size wise the 
Large is Width 1200 x Length 2900 x Height 1500mm at 76Kg for $2280 inc gst and the  Extra Large is Width 1200 x 
Length 3500 x Height 1800mm at 85Kg for $2680 inc gst. The lid has gas struts inside so even the lovely Sally can 
whip it up and down in a flash! The Rex is weatherproof and can be used for all manner of two wheeled vehicles. 
Give Steve a call  on 0420 267 801 or send him an email at info@rexmotorcyclelockup.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expect to see a lot more popping up all over Australia. Write to your local council to have these installed at your 
train station! 
 

• http://ncars.on.net/docs/quick/aus.pdf 
** http://www.allianz.com.au/car-insurance/car-thefts-trends 
*** http://www.carsafe.com.au/images/stories/pdfs/Theft_Matters/Theft%20Matters%20November%202012%20-%20CARS%202011-12%20Statistical%20Report%20Out%20Now.pdf 

 
 

157 MORAY STREET 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 

http://www.bellshotel.com.au/ 
03 9690 4511  
With renovations complete 
the rooms are sensational. 
The MRAV thank Bell’s Hotel 
for having us back for our 
meetings. 
 
What would you do? 
a "Crash Course for the 
Motorcyclist ™" 
 
will train you to deal with all 
the aspects of a Motorcycle 
Accident. 
Taught in the USA since 1996 
and now available in  
Australia and New Zealand. 
 
http://www.asma.org.au/ 
 

http://www.rexmotorcyclelockup.com/
mailto:info@rexmotorcyclelockup.com
http://ncars.on.net/docs/quick/aus.pdf
http://www.allianz.com.au/car-insurance/car-thefts-trends
http://www.carsafe.com.au/images/stories/pdfs/Theft_Matters/Theft%20Matters%20November%202012%20-%20CARS%202011-12%20Statistical%20Report%20Out%20Now.pdf
http://www.asma.org.au/
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www.victorianmotorcyclecouncil.org.au 
victorianmotorcyclecouncil@gmail.com 

 
Minutes of AGM December 2012 

Held on Wednesday 5th December at 7pm at VACC House 464 St Kilda Road, Melbourne, Vic 3004 
 
The meeting opened at 7.15pm 
 
Order of Business:- 
 

1. Welcome address from Peter Baulch to the room. 
2. Confirmation of the minutes of the last General meeting held on 2nd June 2012.  

Motion that the minutes of the General Meeting held on 2nd of June 2012 be accepted was 
moved by Jeremy Walton and seconded by Bob Rosenthal 
Motion was carried. 

3. Apologies received from – Shaun Lennard, Carolyn Garlick, Steve Bardsley, Lynne Rosenthal, 
Richard Huggins, Stuart Strickland, Rob Smith, Tony Ellis and Bronwyn Sorenson, Scott Randall. 

4. Proxies Held  –  
a. Richard Huggins in favour of Rob Salvatore 
b. Tony Ellis in favour of VMC Secretary 

5. Chairman’s Report 
Peter Baulch presented the Chairman’s report for the last 12 months. Attached. 
Motion that the report be accepted moved by Grant Delahoy and seconded by Perry Stephens. 
The Motion was carried 

6. Treasurers report presented by Neil Relph 
At this stage as the Treasurer has not been able to obtain bank records the Treasurer’s report 
has been delayed and will be posted on the VMC website as soon as it is available and all 
attendees will be notified that it has been published. 

7. Data, Research and Policy Report. Attached. 
Rob Salvatore presented the Data, Research and Policy Report 
Motion that the report be accepted moved by Jeremy Walton and seconded by Grant Delahoy 
The motion was carried  

8. Secretary’s Report 
Jeremy Walton presented the Secretary’s report. Attached 
Motion that the report be accepted moved by John Eacott and seconded by Bob Rosenthal 
The Motion was carried 

9. Election of the VMC committee 
Peter Baulch vacated the Chairman’s chair in favour of Bob Rosenthal for the election process. 
Bob Rosenthal declared all positions vacant and then read out the nominations for committee 
positions as follows. 
Chairman - Peter Baulch 
Vice Chairman - Rob Salvatore 
Treasurer - Neil Relph 
Secretary - Jeremy Walton 
Ordinary Committee - Richard Huggins, Tony Ellis, John Eacott, Scott Randall 

 
As there were no contested positions Bob Rosenthal declared all positions filled and Peter Baulch 
resumed the Chairman’s seat. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.59pm 
 

Motorbike levy: MPs 
gearing up to cut bike 

safety fee 
 
A $66 SLUG on motorbike riders 
to pay for safety schemes 
would be abolished under a 
recommendation from the 
parliamentary Road Safety 
Committee. 
 
And if it is not abolished, the 
committee recommended 
closer scrutiny of the way the 
Motorcycle Safety Levy is used. 
 
From May 2002 to July 2012 
the levy has raised $45 million 
through mandatory rider 
contributions to the Transport 
Accident Commission, paid at 
the same time as motorbike 
registrations. 
 
Riders are levied $66 with the 
annual registration of their first 
motorbike with an engine 
capacity above 126cc. 
Subsequent motorbike 
registrations in the same year 
are exempt from the levy, as 
are farm bikes and other 
specialty types. 
 
Riders are the only group of 
road users levied for safety. 
 
Education and research 
projects used $15.7 million of 
the collected levy and $27 
million was spent on 
infrastructure such as installing 
anti-skid surfaces and clearing 
vegetation for better visibility. 
 
The committee was told that 
the outcomes of the levy 
needed better auditing. 
 
Of the committee's 64 
recommendations, 12 focused 
on the levy. 
 
The inquiry also found allowing 
riders to move to the front of 
traffic when cars are queuing at 
traffic lights, known as 
'filtering', could "benefit" 
motorcyclist safety, and 
recommended investigation 
into the idea. It is legal to filter 
in New South Wales and 
overseas. 

Continued page 11 

mailto:victorianmotorcyclecouncil@gmail.com
http://www.monashweekly.com.au/story/1258610/motorbike-levy-mps-gearing-up-to-cut-bike-safety-fee/?cs=2111
http://www.monashweekly.com.au/story/1258610/motorbike-levy-mps-gearing-up-to-cut-bike-safety-fee/?cs=2111
http://www.monashweekly.com.au/story/1258610/motorbike-levy-mps-gearing-up-to-cut-bike-safety-fee/?cs=2111


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reevu Helmet Review 
 
The advance of technological safety 
innovations for motorcycling is like watching  
your kids grow up. One day they’re crawling  
around your feet and seemingly the next day  
they’re out roaring around the country on  
their own. Motorcyclists themselves always  
exhibit a healthy skepticism but over time some concepts are accepted so well that many 
would wonder how they ever did without them. Safety authorities around the globe would 
much rather be seen to save motorcyclists from themselves by mandating ideas such as ABS, 
traction control and even throttle control but riders are the risk assessors of the highest 
order and many of these technologies are finding their way onto the bikes simply by market 
demand. 
 
“for a motorcycle rider, any improvement in their ability to know what’s going on 
around them is going to be of benefit with regards to their safety.” 
 
A recent MAIDS* in depth investigation of accidents involving powered Two Wheel Vehicles 
in Europe shows that 80.2% of crashes involve another vehicle, with 75% of these on urban 
roads. The majority of these (60%) were with a passenger car and 54.3% of all the collisions 
were at an intersection. Human error was factored as the primary causation in 87.5% of all 
the collisions with 50.4% of these by the driver of the other vehicle. These errors were 
defined as Perception failures, Comprehension failures, Decision failures and Reaction 
failures and “speed” of the motorcycle was not found not to be a factor in 73.8% of cases. 
This is echoed in another truly scientific study by NHTSA** in the USA which found nearly 
80% of crashes and 65% of near-crashes involved some form of driver inattention within 
three seconds before the event. A University of Adelaide study*** found that rear end 
crashes comprised 36% of all city crashes and 34% of all metropolitan area crashes. It is not 
hard to see from this that for a motorcycle rider, any improvement in their ability to know 
what’s going on around them is going to be of benefit with regards to their safety. 
 
It’s been a long wait from the first stories that appeared about the ReeVu helmet. Being able 
to see behind you when riding is one of those ideas that just makes sense but in practice 
took a lot of development to perfect, especially one that has no batteries or electronics. Now 
that they are available on the Australian market I was keen to see for myself whether the 
end result lived up to the hype. 
 
     The Top Shelf 
 
     Even before opening the box I knew this was a  
     quality product. From the www.reevu.com.au  
     website you can read about how it is made from 
     polycarbonate, fibreglass, Kevlar and other organic 
     fibre materials as found right up there in the top 
     shelf of all helmets. This makes it extremely strong 
     but lightweight. Even with the optics for the unique 
     feature of this helmet it is still around the same  
     weight as a comparable product from other  
     manufacturers and passes the same impact  
     standards tests. 
 
The first thing you want to check out is the rear vision mirror. Once you’ve adjusted the 
height and angle of the mirror setup to your own eye level you can see quite clearly that it 
works, however the first ride you take it on is where you find it’s not as simple as the one 
hanging in your car. For starters, it makes everything behind you seem closer which is good 
as you want to be able to perceive hazards as far away as possible. Secondly, the mirror in 
your car doesn’t move when you turn or lift your head. 

Continued page 12 PAGE  11 

New technologies and 
countermeasures have been 
suggested for road users to 
increase safety. The committee 
found there was no star rating 
system for motorbike safety 
gear, despite a 1998 
recommendation that VicRoads 
look into starting one. 
 
It recommended star ratings 
that conform to European 
standards should be brought in 
within two years and fully 
operational in three years. 
 
By Dan Moss 
 

ON RIDE - EVERY 
SUNDAY 7pm 
TUNE IN in Sydney live on 90.5 
FM and across Australia on 
www.alive905.com from 7pm 
-9pm EST on Sunday. Please 
check out Facebook and if you 
like the programme don't 
forget to Like this page and 
recommend it to you friends. 
http://www.facebook.com/
pages/RIDE-on ... reg-
Hirst/265400733475447 
• Humorous stories of a 
motorcycle nature  
• Interviews with well-known 
motorcycle riders  
• Stories from Aussie 
motorcycle clubs about their 
positive activities  
• Update of key some 
motorcycling issues  
• News on local and national 
motorcycle events (especially 
for those listening online)  
• Studio guests to talk about 
their personal motorcycling 
experiences 
 
And lots of great Aussie rock, 
blues and alternate music, plus 
a little overseas stuff. So listen 
in every Sunday for some 
motorcycle radio fun: on radio 
in Sydney or online on 
www.alive905.comaround 
Australia. Alive 90.5 FM 
broadcasts all its programmes 
online and so Ride can be 
heard in NSW, Victoria and 
Tasmania at 7pm,Qld at 7pm, 
South Australia and Broken Hill 
6.30pm, the Northern Territory 
at 6.30pm and in Western 
Australia at 5pm. 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=1858
http://www.reevu.com.au/
http://www.alive905.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/RIDE-on-2ccrfm-with-Greg-Hirst/265400733475447
http://www.facebook.com/pages/RIDE-on-2ccrfm-with-Greg-Hirst/265400733475447
http://www.facebook.com/pages/RIDE-on-2ccrfm-with-Greg-Hirst/265400733475447
http://www.alive905.comaro/
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It takes a little practice to get used to keeping your head level when you look up, otherwise 
you just end up seeing the ground in the mirror. But as every riding instructor always 
hammered me to keep my head level when going around corners I found this actually helped 
in achieving this. I also found if you focus too much on the mirror you forget to look out the 
front which isn’t advisable! 
 
Rather than a neat gimmick, I found after  
a few weeks of riding around with the  
ReeVu helmet I had totally relearned the  
skills of head checks and glancing at the  
mirror to see behind and around me. It  
certainly didn’t negate the use of the bike  
mirrors nor turning my head to check the  
blind spots but now that I could scan both  
front and rear at the same time in a single  
action I found my spatial awareness vastly  
improved. Now that I could see directly behind me I could turn the bike mirrors to cover more 
of the adjacent lanes. I don’t know how I ever did without it! I tried it with my glasses as well 
and found that so long as the glasses were close to my eyes it was possible to see the mirror 
through them. 
 
     But wait, there’s more! 
 
     Another surprise I had was how quiet this helmet 
     was. Even on my cruiser I found the lack of wind 
     whistling in my ears astonishing and even the  
     noise of the bike was now a low thrum. I couldn’t 
     wait to get my Bluetooth unit installed! Listening to 
     music or taking a call has turned into an otherworldly 
experience and I’m enjoying myself far more than ever before. It seems that instead of just 
looking to make another helmet around the rear vision concept, ReeVu have looked at 
improving every aspect of helmet design from wind tunnel testing to how the visor attaches. 
Even the chin strap mechanism is so brilliant I can hook it in and release it with one hand 
action! The inner linings are comfortable as well as removable and washable. After installing 
the headset I found it was relatively simple to do. Another innovative idea is that the cheek 
pads and internal liners are available to purchase separately which will extend the life of the 
helmet dramatically. There is also a range of Visors available, including the rear one so you 
can match them. I found the Mecurised Silver one ideal for most conditions and unlike my car 
mirrors, vehicle headlights didn’t appear to be overly bright or glaring. 
 

Shaking in the boots 
 
You’d expect an innovative and quality helmet like this to come with a hefty price so I was 
pleasantly surprised to find the Recommended Retail price was only AUS$545 for the basic 
range and $599 for the graphic version. I’d bet every other helmet manufacturer would be 
worried about competing with such advanced technology but at that price you’d expect them 
to be in a panic. This really is a game changer and I’d advise any rider looking for a new 
helmet to ask your local motorcycle helmet reseller when they’re going to be stocking them 
for you to try out before you look at anything else. There’s even a flip face version on the 
way. Seriously, I’m buying this one! 
 

Grant Delahoy   P.S. BikeMart in Ringwood now have the range on display. 
 

*http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/module ... nt_file=326&curent_dir=11 
** http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/module ... nt_file=869&curent_dir=11 
***http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/module ... nt_file=309&curent_dir=11 

 

Reevu Helmet 
WINNER! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Greg 
Holloway from Kinglake 
as the winner of the 
REEVU helmet from the 
2012 MRA Toyrun. 
 
Greg purchased a 
"Toyrun 2012" Tshirt 
which put him in the 
draw for a REEVU 
helmet worth $549. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kerry Walton presenting 
Greg with his brand 
new helmet! 
 
Many thanks again to 
Cary from Reevu! 
 
 
 
 
www.motorcyclingreview.com 
 
Follow Ross Daws for a 
comprehensive report on one 
man's campaign to argue for 
transparency, evidence and 
accountability from the State 
Mandatory Insurance Body, the 
Transport Accident 
Commission. 
 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=326&curent_dir=11
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=869&curent_dir=11
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=309&curent_dir=11
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2415
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2415
http://www.motorcyclingreview.com/
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MRAV at the Melbourne - Australian Motorcycle Expo 2012 
 
Sunday, November 25, 2012 
 
It is 4.30 pm, and the 2012 Australian Motorcycle Expo is almost over.  Here I am, at the MRAVic stand, 
counting down these last minutes, my feet throbbing in unison with each passing second.  Rest assured 
that the MRAV member volunteers and families have spent our time here spruiking the (then) 
upcoming MRAV 2012 Toy Run, and have been of course, as they say, bright-eyed and bushytailed, and 
brimming with enthusiasm and energy for the duration.  However, at this, the tail end, after two and a 
half days, and an evening, we all share the suffering: aching feet, and voices hoarse from the constant 
question to passers-by “are you coming to the Toy Run?” as we expertly thrust a flyer into their hand.   
My head is throbbing too, and I suspect this is my brain synchronising itself to the constant blink of the 
lights on the tuk tuk - Santa’s sleigh – at the MRAV stand… on – off – on – off - on - off - on  - off - on. 
 
Every two years now the AME burbles its way into town and takes over the cavernous exhibition space 
on the Yarra banks, the Melbourne Conference and Exhibition Centre, better known as “Jeff’s Shed”.  I 
reckon the AME has its own smell, a heady mixture of chrome, oil, leather, and chips sprinkled with 
vinegar.  I have been to lots of trade shows and exhibitions here, but this scent is unique.  I like to walk 
into the AME and take a deep breath, and hold it until I feel light-headed.  Usually, somewhere deep in 
the Honda stand I start to breathe again ... two years is such a long time to survive between these deep 
breaths … 
 
As per usual, this write-up is not about the technical stuff.  The best I can do is to explain that there 
were two wheelers, and three wheelers.  Some three wheelers had two wheels at the front, and others 
at the back.  It was reassuring that in all other instances two wheelers had a wheel at the front, and one 
at the back (this is my only attempt at straight humour in this article).  At the last AME there was a 
single solitary bicycle (a proto-type electric bicycle).  This year I have not noticed any e-bikes, but there 
is a novel addition on display of 100 per cent pedal variety mountain and hybrid bicycles.   Here too, is a 
Ducati from the mid-seventies, pristine, elevated on its own stand, and the recipient of admiring looks 
from passers-by of a certain vintage (including me).  There is of course also much to admire in the range 
of current bikes on display, with the bonus that most are okay to clamber over and to get tactile with.  
This year I went with a secondary purpose, to check out and to purchase a new pair of bike boots.  And I 
succeeded too.  They are very nice, although I find to my detriment that working at the AME is not the 
best place to run in new bike boots. 
 
It is now 5 pm and a public address announcement echoes the news that that, sadly, the 2012 AME is 
over.  The last visitors reluctantly drift out, and the front doors are closed.  The exhibitors all don 
fluorescent safety vests, and start the onerous task of packing up.  Home time for many is a long way 
off, and comes only when all traces of the 2012 AME are packed and transported away.  However, I am 
sure I am not the only one already thinking about 2014. 
 
It is appropriate to acknowledge and to thank Kerry and Rose Walton and the Walton family, and Grant 
Delahoy, Mick Doedee, and Paul Murphy for their commitment and support of the MRAV at the 2012 
AME.    
 
Wendy Taylor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Above, Wendy and Paul 
       Left, Kerry and Wendy. 

LAWYERS4RIDERS 
WEBSITE LAUNCH 

 
 
 
 
 

A new website has been launched 
that promotes riders' rights and 
safety, and answer questions 
about riders' legal claims. 
Australia's only national network 
of motorcycle lawyers, Maurice 
Blackburn, established 
www.lawyers4riders.com.au 
especially for riders. The website 
also includes information about its 
sponsorship of Bronwyn Sorensen 
in the ASBK and its ongoing 
advocacy work in partnership with 
motorcycling associations. 
 
"You're not alone on the road. 
Enjoy the ride knowing that 
Maurice Blackburn will take 
care of you if something goes 
wrong," lawyer John Voyage 
said. 
 
For far too long, motorcyclists 
have been treated as the second-
class citizens of the road; 
maligned, pigeon-holed as a 
nuisance and in many instances, 
literally run off the road by drivers. 
 
Whether you're riding through 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Sydney, 
Perth, or in the regional areas all 
across Australia, the issues for 
riders are the same and the anti-
rider attitudes are the same. 
Things need to change. 
 
Lawyers4Riders.com.au is here to 
provide a dedicated site for riders 
where the Maurice Blackburn 
experts discuss directly with riders 
their rights, entitlements and 
other support services available to 
them. 

http://www.lawyers4riders.com.au/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAGE  14 

Royal Australasian College of Surgeons Trauma Workshop 
 
On November 22, 2012 the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS) theme for the annual trauma 
committee workshop was titled: 2020 Vision Zero: to share or not to share the way. 
“2020 Vision Zero” refers to the year 2020 with a visionary and imposing target for road trauma. The workshop’s 
“share or not” theme was about road users and road safety.  The workshop participants, representative of road 
users and road safety stakeholders, spent the day exploring commonalities and differences between road users, 
their space and safety requirements, and opportunities and risks about sharing, or not sharing pathways 
(meaning roads too!). 
 
The RACS President, Associate Professor Michael Holland, set the scene for the workshop, outlining the RACS’ 
commitment to road safety not only now, but for many decades past.  The guest speaker, Professor Fred 
Wegmen, from the Netherlands, set the workshop’s framework.  He challenged us to shift and extend our 
thinking about road safety theory and practice.  
 
The day was about all road users, from pedestrians to those responsible for heavy vehicle movement.  The 
speaker line-up ranged from Harold Scruby, representing the Pedestrian Council of Australia, to Lindsay Fox of 
Linfox.  In between these two heavyweights weighing in with their perspectives were speakers just as loquacious 
about driving (cars), riding and cycling. 
 
Paul Riley, as an ex-NSW motorcyclist paramedic, and now the Director of Skillmaster Motorcycle Services (in 
NSW) presented a motorcyclist’s perspective.  Paul reminisced about his time as a paramedic on a motorcycle in 
NSW, using this as a lead-in to talking about traffic filtering (as distinct from lane splitting) as a way for riders and 
drivers to effectively share road space.  Paul made a compelling case.  The audience reaction made it clear that 
time and effort is needed to identify for all road users the nuances between filtering and splitting. Unfortunately, 
when Paul spoke there was ongoing murmuring from an individual up the back, elucidating in a passive aggressive 
way their opposition to Paul’s viewpoint.  It serves as a splendid analogy that translates readily to the road, and 
one road user type being disrespectful to another, although I suspect this was beyond the comprehension of the 
person being rude.  Paul did very well to maintain his composure throughout the presentation.  
 
For me there were two other motorcycle specific poignant moments.  The first was a graph with data drawn from 
Victorian State Trauma Registry showing by road user group that motorcyclists experienced the least head 
injuries.  The second moment came when a trauma surgeon suggested that if they could mandate one piece of 
protective clothing their recommendation as the most important item for a motorcyclist, apart from a decent 
helmet, is gloves.  The other trauma doctors and surgeons silently nodded their assent.  While there’s a saying 
that a picture is worth a thousand words, the trauma surgeon expressed their view with such depth of emotion 
that I had no doubt about the horrific injuries to hands, wrists and fingers they must deal with as a result of an 
injured rider not wearing (appropriate) gloves.  No photo was necessary.  
 
There was a lot of healthy debate about what constitutes “share”, and which road user should or could share 
which bits of the road or pathway, or who or what should be quarantined or separated, and when.  For example, 
there was an interesting highlighting of the disparity between pedestrians and cyclists sharing a path, when the 
law states that in such a situation cyclists should give priority to pedestrians.  There were lots of questions, and 
here is a handful:  Should bicycles be registered? Should black boxes be mandated for heavy vehicles in Australia?  
Should motorcycles have dedicated lanes?  Should all new cars have a motorcycle detector built in to help 
manage vehicle blind spots?   
 
The formal outcome of the workshop is a number of resolutions that the Trauma Committee will table with RACS, 
and that RACS will in turn communicate to influence legislators, and to inform the community:  The resolutions 
summarized as follows:  
 

• to support: 
o the "safe system" 
o speed (and inappropriate speed) issues management 
o technology (to continue to implement as an aid to improve road safety) 
o pathway separation – support for separation of various road users as much as possible – this 

includes pedestrians, cyclists, heavy vehicles and the elimination of level crossings. 

For me, this workshop succeeded at three levels: 
• For the community and road safety stakeholders to continue to be vigilant, and to think in terms as lofty 

as paradigms, in order to question, to influence, and to remind the government  about  community 
safety as an accountability (not just a responsibility);    

• To continue to highlight the physics differential between vehicles, the road environs, and people 
(generally the most fragile in any road safety equation); 

• To remind every workshop participant, all of us road users, of the need to share road space, and to be 
courteous, respectful and forgiving.    

I would like to acknowledge and to thank the Road Safety Action Group Inner Melbourne for sponsoring my 
attendance at this event. 
Wendy Taylor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUSTRALIAN CITIES REPORT 
“GETS” MOTORCYCLING 
 
Motorcycles and scooters have 
finally been recognised as a smart 
transport choice in what is perhaps 
the first official national report 
that openly acknowledges key 
advantages and benefits of 
powered two wheelers in reducing 
congestion, improving the 
liveability of cities, and being kind 
to the environment. 
The Australian Motorcycle Council 
has welcomed comments from 
Anthony Albanese MP, Minister for 
Infrastructure and Transport, on 
the release of the State of 
Australian Cities 2012 report in 
Melbourne this week. 
 
In releasing the report, Minister 
Albanese highlighted the benefits 
of what he described as the 
“often-forgotten transport mode, 
motorcycles and scooters”; in 
referring to information from the 
2011 Census and drawing on 
personal observations from 
Australia and overseas 
 
“As I can attest from my recent trip 
to Italy, many of the world's cities 
are thronged with motorbikes and 
scooters as people take advantage 
of this low-cost, low-energy and 
space-efficient form of transport,” 
Minister Albanese said. 
 
“However in the Australian policy 
context, they tend only to be 
mentioned in discussions about 
safety. This can obscure the fact 
that they are an important and 
growing component of the urban 
transport mix at a time when 
congestion drags like an anchor on 
our time and productivity,” he 
continued. 
"This is a massive shift in 
approach," said Shaun Lennard, 
chairman of the AMC. 
 
"Just last year, the National 
Transport Commission released its 
report, Smart Transport for a 
Growing Nation, which failed to 
mention the growing popularity of 
motorcycling. Actually, it failed to 
mention motorcycles altogether.  

 
Continued page 15 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2442
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2442
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The Kustom Kommune, Melbourne. 
After years of struggling with poorly equipped tool kits and a 
lack of workspace we’ve decided to do something about it. 
Melbourne’s space poor inner city dwellings are no place for 
budding motorcycle builders and mechanics. Inspired by 
similar projects in other countries we are planning to open a 
communal motorcycle workshop in Melbourne’s inner city 
suburbs that we call 'The Kustom Kommune'. 

 
Behind the scenes of the Kustom Kommune you’ll find Jimmy Goode and Geoff “Richie” Baldwin, two of 
Melbourne’s most obsessive supporters of the custom motorcycle scene. In 2012 we hosted the first ever ‘Oil 
Stained Brain’ exhibition, which introduced the general public to some of Melbourne’s best backyard custom 
bike builders. Oil Stained Brain was the first exhibition of its kind in Australia to celebrate the art form of custom 
motorcycle building and the lifestyle that surrounds it. More art exhibit than bike show, Oil Stained Brain had a 
strong focus on forming connections between builders and showing the public just how creative and unique 
these rolling works of art can be.  
 
Jimmy is an avid moto-enthusiast, builder and professional event coordinator working with Rockabilly King 
Productions (Camperdown Cruise, Ballarat Beat etc). Richie is the man behind custom motorcycle blog ’Return of 
the Café Racers’ and is a regular contributor to Fuel Magazine. We have both experienced first hand the 
challenges of working on front porches, in living rooms and on street verges. We know what it’s like losing sleep 
while fretting about your wheels parked out in the rain or on a dodgy street corner and want to make a change. 
Building a community and solving a common problem is what the Kommune is all about but we need your help 
to get it started. 
 
WHAT IS THE KUSTOM KOMMUNE? 
 
The Kustom Kommune will be Melbourne's first ever communal  
motorcycle workshop. A cool, stylish decked out community space.  
The Kommune will have a fully equipped DIY motorcycle workshop  
located close to Melbourne's CBD (surrounding suburbs, looking at  
space around Fitzroy / Collingwood / Bruswick) where you can hire a  
fully equipped work bay to work on your motorcycle project. Restorations, scratch builds, custom projects or 
general maintenance, no project is too big or small. The Kommune will be a community of like minded 
motorcycle enthusiasts learning from one another and building friendships. 
 

WHAT CAN I DO AT THE KUSTOM KOMMUNE? 
 
At the Kommune members can hire DIY bays to work on their 
motorcycles. The Kustom Kommune will offer motorcycle based 
training courses where we will show you exactly how the 
professionals do it. Basic welding, electrical wiring and metal 
fabrication will be explained simply, so you can improve your 
skills as-you-go in a relaxed, supportive environment. 

  
When you're not working on your project come in and hang out with other like minded motorcycle enthusiasts in 
our man cave (common room), watch a movie or lend a hand in the workshop. A home away from home for the 
budding builder. Rather than simply a Motorcycle workshop, the Kustom Kommune will also be a creative space 
for art and music. 
 
WHAT IS A DIY BAY? 
 
A DIY bay is a purpose made workspace designed especially for  
motorcycle servicing and customising. DIY bays are available for hire by  
Kustom Kommune members at an affordable hourly rate and can be  
booked in advance. A DIY bay includes a full set of metric and imperial  
tools (spanners, sockets, allen keys, screwdrivers...everything you'll  
need!), a bike lift, protective gear, enough space for you and a mate and assistance from our on hand staff. We'll 
even include consumables such as cable ties, rubber gloves, degreaser and cleaning products in the price of bay 
hire. In the future we hope to expand to be able to offer metal lathes, complete welding tools, metal presses etc. 
Early stages will include all the hand tools you'll ever need. 
 

HOW MUCH DOES IT ALL COST? 
 
We want the Kustom Kommune to be affordable to everyone. Our 
annual membership will set you back $150 (get a discount by 
donating now). This allows you to hire the DIY facilities and 
partake in Short Courses. DIY bays will be available from as little as 
$15 per hour and can be purchased in bulk for even lower rates.  

 
Continued page 16 

The AMC took the commission and 
the government to task over this." 
 
"The NTC isn't alone though. 
Almost all discussions and reports 
in Australia referring to alternative 
and more sustainable transport 
choices refer to the same trilogy – 
public transport, cycling and 
walking." 
 
"Motorcycles give people greater 
personal mobility choice, and the 
ability to get from your start point 
to your destination efficiently." 
"There have been encouraging 
signs in some parts of the country 
– the Sydney City Council, for 
example, has a policy that 
encourages motorcycle and 
scooter use. But to really work, this 
needs to be led at a state and 
federal level." 
 
"One particular comment from 
Minister Albanese reflects exactly 
what the AMC has been saying for 
the past four years – that when it 
comes to motorcycles and 
scooters, governments have 
quarantined this to the road safety 
basket." 
 
"But motorcycling is a legitimate – 
and smart – transport choice. The 
number of people riding 
motorcycles in Australia has 
almost doubled in the past decade 
to over 700,000." 
"At the same time crash rates have 
in fact halved. The reality is that 
there has never been a safer time 
to ride a motorcycle in Australia." 
 
“And the more people riding 
motorcycles, the better the traffic 
flows for everyone else." 
 
“I talked about this in the AMC’s 
presentation at the Urban 
Congestion Conference in Sydney 
earlier in the year. As was shown in 
the Leuven study in Belgium, 
having more people on 
motorcycles can make a significant 
impact in reducing congestion.” 
 
In welcoming the report, the AMC 
flagged that the next step is to 
take this forward as policy. 
 
"The words in the report are great. 
However, the AMC maintains our 
position of calling on each of the 
major parties to develop a 
platform position on motorcycling 
prior to the 2013 federal election," 
Lennard concluded. 
 
Download the release 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1063&curent_dir=36
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2012 CENTRAL VICTORIAN 
SOCIAL RUN TO HEATHCOTE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I must say, on reflection on our last 
ride to Lorne, the Central Victorian Run 
was much different, with contrasting 
scenery to look at – gum trees instead 
of cliffs breaking waves. The day 
commenced with riders meeting at the 
Keilor Hotel, quickly introducing 
themselves to each other and before 
long heading up the Calder Hwy to Mt 
Macedon. 
It was invigorating to ride up over the 
top of the mountain and cruise into 
Lancefield for our first coffee break and 
some happy snaps. During the break I 
soon got to know there was a MRAV 
member amongst us, Scott Coward, 
whose daughter Jessie was recently 
deployed to Afghanistan as part of 450 
combined Army, Navy & Air force 
personnel. Jessie was deployed from 
Darwin for 8-9 months to rotate forces 
and is playing a role that is very 
dangerous and confidential. She is 
certainly right up there amongst it! 
We all saddled up once again and 
headed into a strong head wind to 
some hilly windy roads towards our 
destination point, the Union Hotel in 
Heathcote. On arrival we were warmly 
greeted by the publican Travis, who set 
up tables for us all in the beer garden 
and gave us the cook’s tour of the 
country style pub. By this time we were 
all looking forward to sitting down to a 
hearty meal and swapping tall tales. 
The meals were great and reasonably 
priced and we all mixed in well with 
the locals. I would certainly go back 
there again and we were all made to 
feel most welcome to do so by the 
publican. With a full stomach, it was 
time to saddle up again for the home 
stretch of the run to Kyneton and then 
on to Woodend where we stopped for 
a coffee and fuel. That is when I spoke 
to another MRAV member Bob 
Donaldson, who informed me that he is 
the Chief Marshall for the 2012 GP Run 
and cannot wait for it to happen! Now 
we are leaving Woodend, for the home 
stretch into the City where I peeled off 
from the pack at Gisborne where I live. 
I would like to thank the rider who was 
thinking of me by saying that he 
wanted to stop and cut the hide off of 
a road kill (fox), so that he could make 
a rug out of it for my bald head. Also, I 
would like to add my appreciation to 
the riders for supporting the MRAV by 
coming along to this run and making it 
happen. 
Jessie, may I say on behalf of the MRAV 
that we are all very proud of you and 
return safe to us for a ride. 
Rodney Brown 

Training sessions will be from as little as $50 in groups of only 10 people per class. Parts and consumables will 
be available from our store at competitive prices with rewards for regular customers. 
 

HOW MUCH DOES IT ALL COST? 
 
We want the Kustom Kommune to be affordable to 
everyone. Our annual membership will set you back $150 
(get a discount by donating now). This allows you to hire the 
DIY facilities and partake in Short Courses. DIY bays will be 
available from as little as $15 per hour and can be 
purchased in bulk for even lower rates.  

Training sessions will be from as little as $50 in groups of only 10 people per class. Parts and consumables will 
be available from our store at competitive prices with rewards for regular customers. 
 
I WANT A MOTORCYCLE BUT DON'T HAVE ANYWHERE TO  
STORE IT? CAN THE KUSTOM KOMMUNE HELP? 
 
Yes we can. At the Kommune you can ride in and ride out or  
you can store your project for as long as you need. With  
opening hours from 11am to 8pm during the week (Tues-Fri)  
and from 6am on weekends you can access your motorcycle  
easily. Our opening times will also give you plenty of time to book a DIY bay and get cracking on that project! 
We want the Kommune to be accessible to everyone. 
 
We hope this has given you some insight to what we’ve been working towards and encourages you to become 
involved. As you can see, this is a very ambitious project and is going to require a rather substantial investment 
to launch; this is where the ‘Kommunity’ comes in. Our goal is to crowd-fund a large portion of the 
establishment costs by pre-selling memberships. By selling Kustom Kommune memberships we will be able to 
fit out our workshop and pimp up our first four DIY bays in a warehouse style workshop less than seven 
kilometers from Melbourne's CBD! If we do meet our target, with your support, The Kustom Kommune will be 
up mid 2013! We have been working on this project for nearly 12 months now, and can’t tell you how excited 
we are to be nearing an official launch. Stay tuned for updates as project Kustom Kommune progresses. 
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN WHEN WE HIT OUR FUNDING GOAL? 
$30k is the minimum we need to realize this dream. When we hit our funding goal, we will lock down a space 
and start the fit out process. $30k means the venue will have: 
+ 3 DIY Bays fully Stocked with Metric & Imperial hand tools 
+ Basic fabrication tools 
+ Range of After Market Parts that you can test fit on site 
+ Free Internet Access (to Google those How-To's) 
+ Motorcycle Storage Space 
+ Rec Area 
 
We should be up and running within 2 months of hitting our target. 
 
DON'T STOP DONATING! 
 
The more we raise the more we can invest in creating a larger space with more features! If we hit $40k-$50 the 
Kustom Kommune will be able to expand! 
+ 4 DIY Bays 
+ More comprehensive range of tools to ensure we have EVERYTHING! 
+ Paint Room to spray your own tinware 
+ Ipads for each bay to Google those How-To's 
+ Larger Range of Fabrications tools to include MIG/TIG welders, Drill Press, Grinders etc 
+ Longer Opening hours to ensure there's plenty of time to get wrenchin' 
+ More Motorcycle Storage 
+ Part Time Mechanic to assist with projects 
+ more! 
 
ADDITIONAL DONATIONS 
It’s going to take a lot of support to see this ambitious project come to life, if you can assist with tools, bike 
lifts, fit out, labor, planning, etc. we would love to speak to you. We offer can offer numerous sponsorship 
packages for businesses and individuals. If you are as passionate as us get it touch via: 
getgreasy@kustomkommune.com.au 
 
FOLLOW US FOR THE LATEST UPDATES ON FACEBOOK: 
www.facebook.com/kustomkommune 
*Images are for illustration purpose only, and although do represent our passion they are not of the actual venue. 

Pledge your donation now. 

mailto:getgreasy@kustomkommune.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/kustomkommune
http://www.pozible.com/archive/index/6243
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City of Melton Motorcycle Safety Initiative. 
 
The City of Melton held a motorcycle  
safety workshop on September 16, 2012. 
The workshop was well attended with  
over 100 people, including families with  
youngsters already well and truly versed  
in junior motorcycle riding.  The number 
and variety of motorcycles in the car  
park confirmed the diversity of people  
there.  
 
 
 
 
The day was memorable for a variety of reasons, including the presence of Moto GP racers 
Kevin Magee and Chris Vermeulen.  They were absolutely charming, and both had a glint in 
their eyes when reminiscing about their racing days.  When asked about riding a motorbike 
these days on the road for recreation, Kevin and Chris were happy to start a new and 
enthusiastic conversation.  They both remarked that riding outside of a race circuit 
environment was much more fraught with risk (citing the example of traffic going the other 
way!), with the skill set needing to include maturity, hazard awareness and ongoing risk 
management. 
 
The workshop was also an opportunity to see and hear Victoria Police Assistant 
Commissioner Robert Hill speak for the first time.  My first impression is a Victoria Police 
person just as passionate and committed to road safety as his predecessors.   
The most remarkable speaker was a motorcyclist who explained to the audience about his 
life changing experience after heading off just down the road one day, and the outcomes 
from momentarily losing his concentration and crashing.  It is hard to imagine life with pins 
from your foot to the hip, amongst other catastrophic and permanent, disabling injuries.  He 
was a remarkable speaker, despite being nervous, and I guess probably not used to 
acknowledging his fragility and vulnerability in such a public domain.  After he had left the 
stage his family wrapped themselves around him, revealing an underpinning of astonishing 
emotional strength. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The City of Melton launched its latest motorcycle safety initiative, in partnership with Honda 
Australia Rider Training (HART), during the workshop.  The City of Melton is sponsoring 
riders who reside within the Melton local government boundaries to participate in a two 
part road craft program.  This includes practical road craft in and around the local and 
metropolitan area, and then a longer ride on the open roads, all accompanied by the HART 
trainers.  Riders who reside outside the Melton area are welcome to participate, although 
the subsidy does not apply. Anyone interested in participating should contact HART.  
Wendy Taylor 
 

Rocco's killer avoids jail for 
dangerous driving death 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
La Porchetta owner Rocco Pantaleo  
HWT Image Library by Emily Portelli 
A MELBOURNE father has escaped 
jail for the dangerous driving that 
killed millionaire pizza king Rocco 
"Rocky" Pantaleo. Mr Pantaleo, 
founder of the La Porchetta 
restaurant chain, was killed when 
his motor scooter was hit at the 
notorious intersection of St Kilda 
Rd, Fitzroy St and Punt Rd in 2010. 
Yesterday, Michael Luciano Polizzi, 
35, of Pascoe Vale South, received 
a wholly suspended 18-month jail 
sentence and was disqualified 
from driving for 18 months. 
Polizzi, who has a two-month-old 
son and works two jobs to pay his 
mortgage, pleaded guilty to 
dangerous driving causing death. 
County Court Chief Judge Michael 
Rozenes said Polizzi had a short 
period of inattention when he ran 
a red light at the intersection, 
which authorities considered to be 
dangerous and confusing. The 
judge noted Polizzi was not 
speeding, driving recklessly, 
distracted by a mobile phone or 
affected by alcohol or drugs. But 
he said the requirement that 
drivers obey traffic lights was the 
most fundamental of road rules 
and essential to the safety of the 
community. In a victim-impact 
statement previously read to the 
court, Mr Pantaleo's wife, Natalie, 
said her 53-year-old husband was 
the centre of her existence. 
"Family was everything to Rocky," 
the statement read. 
"The world saw his persona, not 
the real man." 
The court heard the entrepreneur 
routinely prepared meals at home 
for his family before he left for 
work and looked forward to 
becoming a grandfather. 
Mr Rozenes accepted Polizzi was 
genuinely remorseful and 
significantly affected by the 
accident. 
The maximum penalty for 
dangerous driving is 10 years' 
imprisonment. 
Download the Judge's Summary 
 
 

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/law-order/roccos-killer-avoids-jail-for-dangerous-driving-death/story-fnat7dag-1226522290580
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/law-order/roccos-killer-avoids-jail-for-dangerous-driving-death/story-fnat7dag-1226522290580
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1062&curent_dir=36
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=1062&curent_dir=36
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VMC MA Media Release TAC Institutionalised arrogance 
13/2/2013 
 
On Friday 8th of February Victoria’s Transport Accident Commission (TAC) launched a new 
motorcycle safety campaign using the now discredited “38 times more likely”: tag line and 
the maligned TV advertisement “The Ride” which carries the tag line “it’s up to you to reduce 
the risks”. 
 
Victorian riders and rider representative groups are outraged that the TAC have once again 
misrepresented riders with irresponsible and implausible images that reinforce negative 
stereotypes and discredited statistics.  
 
They are also inflamed that the TAC has chosen to ignore specific recommendations 
contained within the Parliamentary Road Safety Committee Report on motorcycle safety, 
chiefly recommendation 22. 
 
“That the Transport Accident Commission focus its motorcycle safety advertising on 
redressing the attitude that responsibility for rider safety is solely attributable to the rider, 
by ensuring that campaigns dealing with motorcycles raise driver awareness and do not 
create negative stereotypes, perceptions or attitudes among drivers.” 
 
In using the discredited “38 times more likely” statistic, TAC has also chosen to ignore the 
advice given by Professor Mark Stevenson, Director of Monash University Accident Research 
Centre. 
 
“Thirty-eight is inaccurate. I would put that on record” said Professor Stevenson in his 
response to the committee. 
 
The Victorian Motorcycle Council (VMC), the Australian Riders’ Division, Maurice Blackburn 
Lawyers and others have all written formal letters of condemnation that such an important 
campaign aimed at addressing Victoria’s five motorcycle fatalities this year, could be 
launched without consulting real motorcyclists at any level.  
 
Peter Baulch, Chairman of the VMC said: We are witnessing an institutionalised arrogance 
that vilifies riders and amounts to disreputable conduct” 
The VMC believes that this has directly resulted in disenfranchising the target audience of 
Victorian motorcyclists, rather than engage them by the use of more credible campaigns 
such as ‘Vice Versa’ or ‘Look Bike’. 
 
“Road safety is a shared responsibility and it is of the utmost importance that drivers 
understand that a motorcyclist, as vulnerable road users, need space and respect.” said 
Peter Baulch. 
 
Rob Smith, Manager of the Australian Riders’ Division of Motorcycling Australia had this to 
say: “While we can support the premise that riders should take whatever steps necessary to 
reduce their own risk, the ad reinforces and validates every negative stereotype that drivers 
already have of riders – enough is enough.” 
 
Riders are calling for the discontinuation and scrapping of both campaigns and seeking 
support from Government in ratifying among others, recommendation 22, in order to put an 
end to what is seen as anti-motorcycle rider discrimination. 
 
Contacts: For further information: 
Rob Smith – Manager M.A. Riders Division – 0416 241 717 
Peter Baulch – Chairman VMC – 0428 246 175 
 
View the Media Release on VMC website 

New motor park set 
for Cardinia 
 
 
 
 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, start your 
engines! Photo: Justin McManus 
 
MELBOURNE could soon have a 
new 50-hectare racetrack and 
driver education and training 
facility south-east of the city to 
help cut the state's road toll. 
 
Work is expected to begin soon on 
the $30 million Cardinia Motor 
Recreation and Education Park, 
with the facility to open in January 
2016. The complex is expected to 
be similar to the Sydney Motor 
Sport Park at Eastern Creek. 
 
Melbourne's new motor park will 
be 60 kilometres from the city on 
McGregor Road, Pakenham, and 
will be used by car, motorcycle and 
go-kart clubs, and as a driver 
education centre. It is a joint 
venture between Cardinia Shire 
Council and Drew Price 
Engineering. 
 
The motor park has been eight 
years in the planning and is 
expected to include a main circuit 
of about three kilometres for cars 
and motorcycles. It also is 
expected to include multiple go-
kart circuits, a skid pan, motocross 
and quad-bike circuit, and a 
motorkhana, autocross and buggy 
circuit. 
 
The Pakenham Auto Club and Koo 
Wee Rup Motorcycle Club are 
expected to use the new facility. 
Pakenham Auto Club president 
Leon Prosser said there was a big 
demand for the facility and it 
would play an important role in 
driver training and road safety. 
Jason Dowling 
 
Read the full article online 

http://victorianmotorcyclecouncil.org.au/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=16&cntnt01returnid=15
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2456
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